
 
 

Vol No 161 March 2000                Club Corner 
 

8th March                    Bits and Pieces / Chinwag. 
22nd March                  AGM Commencing at 7.30pm prompt 
26th March First Days Running of the Season 
8/9th April Two Day Event 
12th April Talk on ‘828’ and ‘Nelson’ to bring you up to date(to be confirmed) 
3rd May Wednesday evenings starts at the track 
10th May A talk on the making of Faberge eggs by Bill Badcock (bring your wives to this 

one as I am sure they will be fascinated)  
14th June Outside visit to Mid Hants Railway 
24th June Open day for Special Needs Visitors 
12th July Outside visit to Eastleigh following our April talk (to be confirmed) 
14-16th July Guildford Traction Engine Rally 
12th August Fun Day at ‘Riverside’ 
 

Note there will be NO general Wednesday evening meeting at Bullar Road in August 
 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 22nd March 2000 at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, 
Bullar Road, Southampton. Commencing at 7:30pm. 
Agenda 
 1/ Chairman to open meeting and receive apologies. 
 2/ Minutes of last AGM 
 3/ Matters arising. 
 4/ Chairman’s report. 
 5/ Treasurer’s report. 
 6/ The President. 
 7/ Life members. 
 8/ Election of officers. 
 9/ Election of Auditors. 

10/Items raised by members. 
 Any member wishing to raise a question at the AGM must do so in writing. The letter to be with 
the Secretary no later that 21 (Twenty one) days before the meeting. 
 

Chairman      Secretary    Editor 
Mr D. G. Batt      Mrs M. J. Batt   Mr Paul Clarke 
46 Vespasian Road     46 Vespasian Road   28 Conifer Road 
Bitterne Manor     Bitterne Manor   Coxford 
Southampton      Southampton   Southampton 
SO18 1AZ      SO18 1AZ    SO16 5FX 

 
 All meetings are held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 
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Chairman and Secretary's Chat 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter we will be only two weeks away from the new running season. 
 This year we are having to increase the passenger fare to 40p to help cover the cost of coal, 
steam oil etc. We are however the cheapest ride in the south. We had already spoken of the possibility 
of increasing the fares to members of the public before the close of the season last year. 
 The Xmas buffet was extremely successful and we even held a raffle (prizes having been 
donated by Mollie Giles, Peggy Hoile and myself) it was well worth it. 
 Frost bite the first of the new millennium was well attended by some fourteen loco’s and at one 
time more than a hundred members and their families. It was good to see Mr Corbett in attendance. 
Everyone enjoyed the hot soup and mince pies and copious cups of tea and thanks to a brief notice in 
the Echo we were kept very busy giving rides to members of the public.  

Our fourth trip to the Edmonton Exhibition was most enjoyable and we almost had a full coach. 
This is a very good exhibition and seems to get better each year.  

Our two day event this year is on 8 / 9th April and everyone is welcome. We will need help on 
the Friday and again on the Sunday to take down the marquee etc. 
 I am liasing with Barry re: our visit to Mid Hants Railway for our outside June Meeting. I will get 
details to you as soon as I can. We only have one portable track event booked this year - our second 
visit to St James Church of England School on Saturday 13th May.  
 We are very pleased to announce that David Giles has agreed to be our new Vice-Chairman 
taking over the post previously held by his father Derek until he passed away in July 98. 
 Our new Track Marshall is Mike Rackett or “Ginge” as he is affectionately known - his assistant 
will be Richard Reeves. 
 I am still waiting for a volunteer to take over the post of Social Secretary - we do need someone 
with fresh ideas for talks, outside events etc. 
 No more news to add for the present so here’s to a successful running season. 
        
MONICA AND DAVE BATT     
 
 
The following article was gleaned from the Model engineering exhibition at Picketts Lock, Edmonton 
It was found on the Northern Society of Model Engineers Stand in one of the halls. 

 
 

Injector Warning 
 

Locomotive Injectors are subject to breakdown during periods of critical need. 
 
A special component in the injector (called a “critical detector”) senses the driver’s emotional 

state, in terms of how desperate he or she is to use the injector, the state of the fire in the grate, the 
level of water in the boiler and the pressure on the gauge. 

 
The critical detector creates a malfunction the magnitude of which is directly proportional to the 

combination of problems detected (the magnitude of the malfunction rises more if the driver’s 
desperation increases at faster rate than the increase in the rate of the other factors). Using bad 
language  or threatening the injector with violence will only make the situation worse and prolong the 
period of malfunction. Like wise an attempt, or even only a hint of an attempt, to use another injector 
may well cause all proposed replacement injectors to malfunction after fitting (they belong to the same 
Union). 

 
Drivers should always stay calm and say nice things to the injector - nothing else seems to 

work. 
Drivers should never let anything mechanical know that they are in a hurry 
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The Christmas Buffet December 8th 



Merlin 
Another year passed and a nice social evening to attend. As I opened the door from the lounge to the 
stairs the noise that hit me 50 people all talking at once ascending the stairs it grew in volume. I have 
never seen such a clean well dressed bunch of model engineers some even had new suits on. An 
excellent choice of food which went down very well I didn’t make the mistake of having a big tea this 
year. A draw was held this year with some nice prizes on display. Wine, chocolates, smellies etc. I 
ended up folding up the draw tickets Monica was doing about four to my one. In all a very good evening 
which came and went all too quickly so thanks to Monica for arranging the do. 
 
 

The New Years Day Frost Bite Steam Up 
Merlin 

Let’s start my first of the New Year ramblings by saying thankyou Monica, Mollie, Bill and all the ladies 
for the soup and tea which is by way of a custom now on the members New Years day Steam Up. I am 
sure all the people who turned out to support this event will join my sentiments. The weather was chilly 
but no rain. Ten engines were in steam, I tell a lie a couple of them were diesel outline electric driven. 
Funny old language you can’t say that two engines were in electric or diesel if you see what I mean. It 
was nice to se Mr Corbett and David only two generations this year, but three generations of the Dore 
family Dick Dore, son and grandson, there is hope for the hobby yet. Not much you can say about this 
well supported event other than to say look at the peoples faces either smiles or dirty. 
 

Painting and Lining My 3” Burrell TE 
Merlin 

Having never tackled a major paint job before I decided to have a go and what a saga it turned out to 
be, yes most of it my own making and now that  it’s finished and all back together I don’t know what all 
the trouble and fuss was about. 
 Firstly as in most jobs preparation is of the essence so paint which I had bought about six years 
earlier(thought I would finish it much quicker) Badger Airbrush thinners odd containers for the paint etc 
wet and dry paper plastic gloves Oh yes and a compressor which I Had to borrow. I did have a water 
separator or so I thought! more of which later One piece of odd material to experiment on, come the 
day to make a start first job strain the paint nothing to do it with it was during the very hot spell in the 
summer and no one was wearing tights or stockings I don’t have a girl friend or mistress ( where have I 
gone wrong?)Being a bit on the thrifty side didn’t want to buy new ones. Luckily my daughter frequently 
has to wear a uniform even in hot weather so she came to the rescue. 
 Now a start was made every thing ready switch on spray the practice piece the finish looked like 
fine sandpaper. My first assumption was that the paint due to the hot weather was about dry as it hit the 
job so every thing was made ready for an early start the following day. Out bright and early the next 
morning slightly thinner paint no difference lots of head scratching and phone calls resulting in a visit by 
Barry Bailey between us we thought it might be the six year old paint separating. Off to the local shops 
and bought some Blackfrairs QD90 not quite a true Burrell colour but good enough for me. Another start 
was made the paint finish was no different and another problem the compressor was giving trouble. 
Another was offered to me off we go again but before I do lets try a sample of paint put on with a brush, 
lovely finish something to work on here. Start again strain, mix everything ready switch on and by 
chance, I had forgotten to connect the air brush to the water separator outlet you have guessed it out of 
the pipe was issuing a lovely spray of misty water although my water separator  looked ok. The inside 
was an absolutely sodden mess being quite useless. Another compressor was offered to me this one 
had a built in cut out, filters and regulator quite sophisticated and thanks must go to some friendly 
model engineering chaps for all their help and generosity. By the time at three weeks had gone by, I 
was getting a bit edgy, however another start was made a little cooler on the weather front and every 
thing turned out to my satisfaction the practice piece having been put aside to try out the lining part of 
the job. A start was now made on the engine proper. At the end of the second day everything was 
covered in grey primer and looked very smart but what was the darker colour around the main bearings, 
take off the bearing housings to find a nice film of oil between the housing and the horn plate this 
prompted me to strip every offending part and then re-prime and onto the top coat by now I was an 
expert at painting, that is until you get a little impatient and you tend to get a few runs. 
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 I did say at the outset that a lot of mistakes or problems were of my own making. Leave paint to dry for 
three or four days and have a good look, a couple of bits to go over again but more than pleased with 
the result. I can recall talking to the late Alan Fay a few years ago regarding painting and he advised 



leaving the paint four days before rubbing down or any other work on the same and you now he was 
quite right. 
  Now the time had arrived when a start on the lining had to be made, out with the piece I had put 
aside for practice. A Bob Moore lining pen and some ‘frisk’ film as per Gerry Tull. Cut a few templates of 
various shapes and off we go. After quite along time some pleasing results were obtained, time to stop 
playing and get on with the job proper. Plenty of enthusiasm now, half the job done only a few lines to 
do. At this stage I started to get impatient again, tried to cut down on the number of templates etc right 
and left hand inner and outer three different lengths of spoke per rear wheel. In the end just get on with 
one section at a time and its not as bad as you first thought, other than on the actual job you have a few 
bolt heads and brackets in the way. How ever a start was made and one more slight problem reared its 
head I couldn’t keep the paint flowing through the pen, tried following Bob Moore’s instructions made 
the paint thinner using white sprit. Paul Dean and Colin Bielby assured me they had used Humbrol 
straight from the tin. A this stage my thoughts turned to Dereck Allford and his 3½” gauge unpainted 
loco need I say more! However a chance chat with Norman Jenkins from Ringwood resulted in using 
Humbrol thinners with Humbrol Paint just a couple of drops and hey presto no further trouble. The wide 
lines were done with frisk film and painted with a small artist’s brush, and peel off the film before the 
paint has sets, worth a few trails on the practice piece as the film must not be left on to long. One thing 
that you learn from experience is not to be to concerned by small imperfections as when the model is 
put back together again you look at it as a whole and the one that you have just focused on. My model 
is back together and I am quite pleased with it but I would dearly like to watch some of exhibition cup 
winning models being painted as some of them are quite exquisite. Dream on Merlin. So to conclude 
thanks to all who offered words and deeds of help and ‘er’ in doors for putting up with my down hearted 
spells. I seem to have rambled on a little but it is meant to be a light hearted outline of my attempts and 
not a detailed account of same. 
 
 

For Sale 
Don Young  ‘Aspinal’ 0-6-0 

Drawings, Castings full set, Some machined 
Boiler Material outer wrapper formed and end plates 

£300 Ring Merlin on 01703 487067 
 

For Sale 
Chesterman Height Gauge 15 “ in original box with al accessories £100 

Surface plate Granite perfect condition 12” Square £125 
Baush & Lomb (German make) Micro scope Stero Zoom 0.7-3 times 20X eye pieces 

Magnification 14-16 times £100 
Ring J Gardner 01703 783079 

 

For Sale  
A collection of part finished models available due to bereavement. 

3½” gauge ‘Juliet’ 75% complete, air chassis some plate work 
3½”gauge ‘Vera’ 95% Running 

3½” gauge ‘Virginia’ 50% complete chassis, no boiler 
5” gauge ‘Speedy’ Chassis complete modified valve gear. 

5” gauge ‘Firefly’ chassis 
5” ‘Pansy’ 95 % complete 

Please contact  
Nigel Warren on 01483 274464 
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For Sale 
Workshop and attic clearance 

For Sale Viceroy  5 inch centre height lathe, BGSC, Dickson quick change tooling. 
Drill chuck  tools etc 



Three and four jaw chucks, face plate, suds pump 3/4 hp single phase motor 
Full set of change wheels. 

£650 o.n.o. 
 

Ring Mike Herbert on Southampton 270615    
 

For Sale 
 

Electric Loco 5" gauge built to Blackgates "Charlatan" design, 
 with modifications from a 1952 photograph. These include all metal body, steps, dummy leaf springs 

painted black/red with BR transfers. 
To complete is a two tone horn. 

 
Contact Nigel Gettings for further details 01722 782651 

 
 

For Sale 
“Haightons” miniature screw cutting lathe on wooden stand with mains motor 

2” Centre height 12” Between centres three and four jaw chucks and some tooling. 
£195 ono 

Phone John on 900939 
 

Some dates which may be of Interest 
8/9th July IMLEC at Worden Park home of the Leyland SME (watch this space!) 
22nd/23rd July The dreaming spires rally hosted by the Oxford Society at their Cutteslowe Park site. 
13th August LBSC Memorial Bowl Rally courtesy of the Bromsgrove SME at their Avoncroft site. 
10th September SEQLEC at the Sutton Coldfield MES at their Little Hay track site. 
30th August/3rd September The Great Dorset Steam Fair 2000. 
 

Some other dates which may be of Interest 
 
Don Cottle has forwarded to me the date for the open day at the Ingfield Manor Railway, located in the 
grounds of the school run by SCOPE (9½” gauge) I understand that the fete and open day is to held on 
the 11th June from 2.00pm. However to see the railway running without the usual hoards of passengers 
it’s best to get there well before that time (you may even get a ride then). 
 The Bredgor and Wormshill Railway (2’ gauge) has an open day on 13th May when four loco’s 
plus a beam engine are to be steamed ( I understand there are eleven on site). The line is about ½ mile 
long and is located not far from Sittingbourne, Kent 
 
Editorial Waffle to fill the page. 
 

I have been looking back through some old editions of the model engineer. Which were lent to 
me by Merlin Biddlecombe to assess how the grate in the ‘Brit’ can be replaced when needed. And as 
is always the case when looking back and forward for the appropriate articles, I came across a letter 
which must have been missed by the sometimes acid pen of LBSC. The letter was decrying the need 
for such large engines as the ‘Brit’ saying that it would damage beyond repair the running tracks of 
many societies, due to it’s weight. What the writer would make of a 7¼” 9F is to be perused at leisure. 
    
 
Copy for the June Newsletter to be sent, handed/thrown at me at the May meeting please you may also 
email me at    tufty28@madasafish.com   (it’s along story to try and explain the nickname)  
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For Sale 
Silver Steel Stubbs of England 

Barry Eden has acquired a job Lot of the above Silver Steel from a now defunct business. 



 This material is of manufacturer is Stubbs and is not to be compared with imported material now 
available. It can be hardened and tempered to make ‘D’ bit’s reamers form tools special taps etc. Many 
people use it for locomotive axles and valve gear pins. Below is a set of tables taken from Machinery’s 
Hand book that may be of use. (If enough interest is shown I can laminate copies for the workshop ED). 
Sizes Include 

5mm, £0.40 6mm, £0.50 8mm, £0.70 9mm, £1.00 10mm, £1.20 11mm, £1.30 12mm, £1.50 
13mm, £1.60 14mm, £2.00 15mm, £2.20 16mm, £2.30 17mm, £2.50 18mm, £2.90 19mm, £3.20 
20mm, £3.40 21mm, £3.80 22mm, £4.00 23mm, £4.50 24mm, £5.00 25mm, £5.20 
 
1/8” £0.40 5/32” £0.60 7/16” £1.33 !/2” £1.50 11/16” £2.70 13/16” £4.00 
7/8” £4.50 1” £5.00 1 3/8” £6.50 
Contact Barry on Southampton (02380) 772830 
Deliveries can be made to monthly meeting if required.   

HEAT-TREATMENT OF STEEL  

 Temperatures as Indicated by the Colour of Plain Carbon Steel 
 Deg C      Deg F  Colour of Steel               Deg C    Deg F    Colour of Steel     
  221.1 430   Very pale yellow 265.6      510  Spotted red-brown 
 226.7 440   Light yellow 271.1      520 Brown-purple 
 232.2 450   Pale straw-yellow 276.7      530 Light purple 
 237.8 460   Straw-yellow 282.2      540 Full purple 
 243.3 470   Deep straw-yellow 287.8      550 Dark purple 
 248.9 480   Dark yellow 293.3      560 Full blue 
254.4       490   Yellow-brown 298.9      570 Dark blue 
260.0 500   Brown-yellow 337.8      640 Light blue 

Tempering Temperatures for Various Plain Carbon Steel Tools 

   Class of Tool 
Deg F 
495 to 500 Taps ½ inch or over, for use on automatic screw machines. 
495 to 500 Nut taps ½ inch and under. 
515 to 520 Taps ¼ inch and under, for use on automatic screw machines. 
525 to 530 Thread dies to cut thread close to shoulder. 
500 to 510  Thread dies for general work. 
495 Thread dies for tool steel or steel tube. 
525 to 540 Dies for bolt threading to shoulder. 
460 to 470 Thread rolling dies. 
430 to 435 Hollow mills (solid type) for roughing on automatic screw machine. 
485 Knurls. 
450 Twist drills for hard service. 
450 Centering tools for automatic screw machine. 
430 Forming tools for automatic screw machine. 
430 to 435 Cut-off tools for automatic screw machine. 
440 to 450 Profile cutters for milling machine. 
430 Formed milling cutters. 
435 to 440 Milling cutters. 
430 to 440 Reamers 
460 Counterbores and countersinks. 
490 Cutters for tube or pipe-cutting machine. 
460 to 520 Snaps for pneumatic hammers - harden full length, temper to 
  460 degrees, then bring Point to 520 degrees. 
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