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Happy 50th Anniversary “Raised Track” 

This is where 

it all started. 

OPEN 

DAYS 

OCT 6/7 

COME 

and 

JOIN US 

bring 

your 

LOCO 
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From the Editor 

 

Our anniversary Open Weekend approaches with alarming rapid-

ity and the planned end of August newsletter is being banged out 

in mid September. However it is said that if you want something 

done, give it to a busy person and I can assure you that I am 

busy!! 

 

This edition is going to look backwards as well as forwards. Over 

the past couple of years, I have collected as many odd bits of 

information as I could to have a nostalgic look backwards at the 

building and progress of our railway and Society.  I am surprised 

at what I found and I hope you enjoy some surprises!  I was 

hoping to have a history of the club to print, I know it is out 

there but it is difficult to prise out of our membership! 

 

In any event I think we can all wish ourselves a HAPPY ANNI-

VERSARY for both the 50th and 100th year celebrations and say 

a quiet thanks to all of those who have gone before us to build 

up and maintain the Society. 

 

Looking forward now, I have to tell you that I promised Steve 

Titley last year that I would do the newsletter Editor role tempo-

rarily while he found a permanent Editor. I will have completed 

two years, with the December edition in a few months, so it is 

time to past on the baton. Two years is quite enough for any 

membership to put up with the same person in a Society role 

and it is time for a new Editor. So come forward our new Editor, 

we can do the December edition together and bring fresh ideas 

and views for 2013. 

 

Welcome to new members 
Glad to welcome new members to our midst 

 

Arthur Young from Bridgwater, Somerset 

 

Paul Allwood from Romsey, Hampshire 

 

Jack G Stacey from Sholing in Southampton 
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From our  Chairman — David Giles 

Getting a commentary from our Chairman is worse that pull-
ing teeth and of course we know where he is these days (and 

who wouldn’t be there) so the best thing is let a picture re-
place a 1000 words. 

 
 
 

These photos were sent to us by 
Alan McKever, a railway photogra-
pher of some repute from South 

Tyneside near Newcastle upon Tyne 

and who has allowed us to use them. 

 

To the right is he who lead David 

astray. 
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CLUB DIARY 

Our diary is firming up! 

2012   

Regularly Sunday running from 1 to 4 until the clocks go back.  

Second Wednesday each month the track is open for 

fun running. Wednesday morning working gang 

meets and runs. The possibility of Wednesday holi-

day running for the kids out of school for the holi-

days. 

6/7 Oct OPEN DAY(S) Two anniversaries for the club. Come 

and join us. 

10 Oct Regular evening meeting. 

21 Oct Last regular passenger hauling Sunday. 

14 Nov Regular evening meeting. 

12 Dec Regular evening meeting. 

 . . . And . . . 

 

2013 

18-20 Jan London Model Engineering Show 

31 Mar First regular passenger hauling Sunday 
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22/23 June Little LEC West Huntspill Model Engineering Society. 

 

Committee Activity 
I am afraid that work assignments has kept me away from the 

last two committee meetings. Since we do not produce minutes 

of Committee meetings I do not have a clue what was said and 

therefore cannot report anything to you!! 

 

Treasurer’s Department 

The Treasurer has told me that revenues from passenger hauling 

are holding up quite well in spite of the rainy summer. The Soci-

ety has funds and can continue to spend on maintenance and 

the upkeep of the site at Riverside Park. 

An attempt was made to reduce the administrative burden on 

the Society by trying to obtain a special dispensation from sub-

mitting nil corporation tax returns each year. Unfortunately we 

were turned down and the dispensation is applied to only a very 

narrow band of clubs and groups and while the Inspector was 

sympathetic, the rule is inviolate. 

 

Track Jobs List 

David has mentioned that jobs are being completed, have you 

any more to add to the list David?  

. . .and to find out, join the Wednesday morning club. 

. . . And your email addresses 

Always happy to have your email addresses for the newsletter,  

ping me at dgoyder@fidelio.ltd.uk to let me know if we can send 

the newsletter to you this way.  

Club Clothing 

There are some quite nice items of club clothing that you might 

like to consider. Always available through Mollie. 
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“Another Wanted” answered 

Graham Walker wanted a milling machine and now has one but 

he wanted me to make a special mention of the kindness of Ivor 

Crook who has helped him with the machine and other tools. 

Nothing like a happy member! 

Graham’s new machine is a horizontal miller and now he would 

like what he calls a ‘knuckle’ to allow him to do vertical milling so 

if anyone has one of these tucked away call him 023 8078 1720. 

And for the 
100th anni-

versary of 
our found-

ing, this is 
thought to be 
a pre-war 

photo of the 

membership, 
over 70 here! 

 

Before the bushes grew! 

Would this be the first marking out? 



 

September 2012  Page 7 

If that is the Cobden Bridge in the background, we have yet to 

start the steaming bays in 1960. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . And then there was a railway! 
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Out and About  
 

An Addendum 
You will remember from our last newsletter , our member Derek 

Lampart wrote an article about a formal Chairman. He has added 

a note to this. 

 

 

In the article I wrote recently about one of the club's past chair-

men, Mr. Butler, I rambled on and wondered if Mr. Butler had 

been a member before World War 2 and whether he had been 

one of those who visited the track at Bursledon owned by a Noel 

Van Raalte.  This is mentioned in the book by Hollingsworth 

about the life of LBSC. 

 

From Hollingsworth's book it is clear that Van Raalte was a per-

son of some substance. The book implies that he had a well 

equipped workshop and LBSC  and he carried on a non-stop cor-

respondence.  Otherwise it says little about him.  Now, by way of 

a postscript, I can now add to this because recently I bought, 

very cheaply, a second hand copy of a book about the history of 

K.L.G., the company best know as a manufacturer of sparking 

plugs. 

 

The company was started by Kenelm Lee Guinness, an early mo-

tor racing enthusiast who, dissatisfied with the primitive plugs of 

the time, in 1912 successfully made plugs to his own design.  

The K.L.G plugs were in such demand, both for cars and for air-

craft, that by 1916 Lee Guinness had to make the business into 

a limited liability company and among the four original directors 

was a Van Raalte, Noel,  Engineer of Wolverton.  With such an 

unusual name it really must be the same man who had the track 

at Bursledon. 

 

The book goes on to record that Van Raalte funded the new 

spark plug company, was a successful property investor owning 

Brownsea Island.  He was the first customer to buy a Bentley, a 

3-litre, in 1921.  As I said above, clearly a man of substance. 

 

A search of the web produced several items about Van Vaalte but 
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all merely referring to him in general terms as a wealthy socialite 

and keen on motor racing.  There is nothing I could find about 

his interest in miniature steam locomotives.  Finally, thinking of 

his correspondence with LBSC one can only marvel at how our 

hobby brings together such a wide variety of people. 

 

 
Now we come to the nostalgia corner to remem-

ber the members who brought our club on for 
past fifty years or so. 

Credit for many of the following pictures must go to the late Don 

Young and his LLAS series where Alan Bealing contributed. 

IMLEC Such a regular and popular event was certain to produce 

its own highlights; the first single wheeler to win, W.A. Heyden’s 

G.W.R. Single Wheeler Dean 4-2-2 at Southampton in 1971. 
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Recognise anyone? 
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Yes, that is a young Steve Titley 

And such a fine loco deserves another, wish it was colour. 



 

September 2012  Page 12 

.. . And now for something completely different. I found this little 

gem. 

From a Railway Carriage 

Faster than fairies, faster than witches, 

Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches; 

And charging along like troops in a battle 

All through the meadows the horses and cattle: 

All of the sights of the hill and the plain 

Fly as thick as driving rain; 

And ever again, in the wink of an eye, 

Painted stations whistle by. 

Here is a child who clambers and scrambles, 

All by himself and gathering brambles; 

Here is a tramp who stands and gazes; 

And here is the green for stringing the daisies! 

Here is a cart runaway in the road 

Lumping along with man and load; 

And here is a mill, and there is a river: 

Each a glimpse and gone forever!  

Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

While we are waxing poetic we cannot miss this perennial delight 

piece although it does need the music as well. 

 

Night Mail 
Part I 

This is the night mail crossing the Border, 

Bringing the cheque and the postal order, 

 

Letters for the rich, letters for the poor, 

The shop at the corner, the girl next door. 

 

Pulling up Beattock, a steady climb: 

The gradient's against her, but she's on time. 

 

Past cotton-grass and moorland boulder 

Shovelling white steam over her shoulder, 
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Snorting noisily as she passes 

Silent miles of wind-bent grasses. 
 
Birds turn their heads as she approaches, 

Stare from bushes at her blank-faced coaches. 
 
Sheep-dogs cannot turn her course; 

They slumber on with paws across. 
 
In the farm she passes no one wakes, 

But a jug in a bedroom gently shakes. 

 

Part II 

Dawn freshens, Her climb is done. 

Down towards Glasgow she descends, 

Towards the steam tugs yelping down a glade of cranes 

Towards the fields of apparatus, the furnaces 

Set on the dark plain like gigantic chessmen. 

All Scotland waits for her: 

In dark glens, beside pale-green lochs 

Men long for news. 

 

III 

Letters of thanks, letters from banks, 

Letters of joy from girl and boy, 

Receipted bills and invitations 

To inspect new stock or to visit relations, 

And applications for situations, 

And timid lovers' declarations, 

And gossip, gossip from all the nations, 

News circumstantial, news financial, 

Letters with holiday snaps to enlarge in, 

Letters with faces scrawled on the margin, 

Letters from uncles, cousins, and aunts, 

Letters to Scotland from the South of France, 

Letters of condolence to Highlands and Lowlands 

Written on paper of every hue, 

The pink, the violet, the white and the blue, 

The chatty, the catty, the boring, the adoring, 

The cold and official and the heart's outpouring, 

Clever, stupid, short and long, 

The typed and the printed and the spelt all wrong. 
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Part IV 

Thousands are still asleep, 

Dreaming of terrifying monsters 

Or of friendly tea beside the band in Cranston's or Crawford's: 

Asleep in working Glasgow, asleep in well-set Edinburgh, 

Asleep in granite Aberdeen, 

They continue their dreams, 

But shall wake soon and hope for letters, 

And none will hear the postman's knock 

Without a quickening of the heart, 

For who can bear to feel himself forgotten?  

 

WH Auden 

 

Some one sent me the following and I would love to know who 

so they could get credit. Lest we forget that we have a compan-

ion 7¼” track to the 5” one perhaps the following might be of in-

terest. 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF 7¼”  GAUGE TRACK  

Although this account was included in the 1997 programme for the oc-

casion of the opening of the 7¼” gauge, it deserves to be repeated.  

In January 1992 a member of the Society suggested that in keeping 

with many other model engineering societies it was time to expand the 

facilities at Riverside Park by laying a 7¼” gauge track giving the oppor-

tunity for larger sized scale model steam engines to operate.  

Many discussions and meetings took place with members of the South-

ampton City Council. A great deal of planning and exhaustive hours of 

measuring out and making numerous detailed drawings of what was 

required for a ground level track in 7¼” gauge culminated in April 1993, 

when several of our members attended the planning departments dis-

cussion of our plans. They were keen to get back to the members to 

report that our application had been successful.  

It was not until September 1993 that we had the final go ahead to actu-

ally start work on the new track.  

October 1993 saw the purchase of 3 1/4 tonnes of steel rail and 3,600 

sleepers, together with a 40 ft. container to store it in. A crane was 

hired to lift the container across the raised track to be sited alongside 

the existing clubhouse. The exterior was clad immediately as part of our 

agreement with the Council, so that the container and the clubhouse 
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looked like one building. 

In October 1993 we purchased the steel required for the footbridge; and 

John Lloyd, one of our members, volunteered to build this off site. 

The following April saw the completion of the inner sidings, turntable 

and loading ramp in time for our two day event, when visitors actually 

ran their locomotives on this completed part of the track. In May the 

first turf was cut for the outside track and by October of that year the 

inner sidings were joined to the loop.  

In November, work was diverted away from the 7 1/4" track to lay 100 

metres of plastic water pipe, a much needed replacement for the old 

water pipe which had been in situ for 34 years.  

By January 1996 half of the concrete foundations had been laid. At the 

Open Weekend in April the first 7 1/4" locomotives were able to run 

around the completed loop.  

On 22nd June 1996 a group of handicapped people from the Waterside 

gateway Club were our first "official' passengers to ride on the now two 

thirds completed track. To see their enthusiasm and pure enjoyment 

made all the many hours of digging, mixing and laying of concrete and 

construction of rails seem all the more worthwhile.  

In the last week of July our first fare paying passengers on the 7 ¼” 

gauge were hauled by Jim Hoile’s Royal Scot class locomotive " Royal 

Engineer'  

At the beginning of September erection of the footbridge was started on 

site, which look several weeks to complete. The ticket office was re-

sited at the end of October after passenger hauling had finished for the 

season. The work carried on despite bad weather on many Sundays. 

The circuit was eventually completed on Sunday 15th December 1996 

and the first steam test nm on the track was made on Sunday Decem-

ber 22- 1996 by "Royal Engineer'.  

We used: 198 Bags Of Cement; 85 Tons Of Ballast; 12 Tons Of Sand; 

14,000 Screws, 600 Holding Down Fixings, 1,600 Gauge Ties and many 

Welding Rods, Etc  

Present Activities.  Installation of additional raised steaming bays for 7 

1/4" gauge form the main effort at the moment. Another recent im-

provement has been the provision of a knee rail to improve safe separa-

tion between the rack and the public pathway.  

By maintaining and improving the track and all our other facilities, the 

Society aims to keep and to widen its appeal to the members and our 

colleagues in other clubs, as well as to the many interested members of 

the public who support our passenger hauling activities or come along 

just to watch.  
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The Back Page 
This is where I get to share some of my favourite engines with 

you but this time, there 

are too many better 

ones to show!  Who is 

that little chap with the 

green engine? 

 


