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Club Corner 
 
March 20th  First Passenger Hauling Run at Track 
April 13th   S.S. Shieldhall on board tour and talk 
April 16th /17th  OUR OPEN DAYS, 
May 11th   Evening at Exbury Gardens (One for the Ladies) 6:00pm for 6:30pm 
Jun 8th   E.R.P.S. ‘Nelson’ A visit to Eastliegh works to see progress on Nelson 
   Meet at the Gates at 7:00pm.   
 
 

Other Dates of Interest 
 
 
April 24th   I.O.W. Open Day, 
June 18th/19th  Exbury gardens Narrow gauge in the Garden. 
July 2nd/3rd   I.M.L.E.C. Northampton SME, 
Sep 3rd/4th  ‘Pecorama’ 30 Anniversary Open event,  
Sep 24th/25th  ‘Curly Bowl’ Bedford MES, 
Oct 1st/2nd  ‘Steam in the gardens’ Exbury 
 
 
 
 
Correspondence Received  
 We have received newsletters from the following Societies. Ascot, Chichester, Harrow & Wembly, Isle of 
Wight, Taunton, Southern Fed and Winchester. 
 
 
 
 

Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
1 Beverley Gardens,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Romsey,   Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO51 7TA   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 

 
 
 

For any other info email (notrains2002@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 
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Club Meetings 
An appreciation 

 
December saw the members enjoying a buffet onboard the SS Shieldhall. The owners of whom have been a god 
send during these months, and have bent over backwards to accommodate us. Read Merlin’s report later in this 
newsletter. 

 
January the tea and chatter in the hut at Riverside went down quite well with nineteen members present. ‘So you 
can get a quart in a pint pot’ we’ve done it. 
 
February the tea and chat nights down in the hut seem to have gone down very well with approximately the same 
number of members present on each occasion. There was nearly a riot this month as Mollie forgot the biscuits!  
 
 
 

The Alexandra Palace Exhibition 
 

 Members joined the Bournemouth Society on their coach trip to the Alexandra Palace 
exhibition in London. Unfortunately I was unable to attend on this occasion, but I understand that it went off very 
well a full coach was reported to me. Apparently the said coach met the Fareham Society at ‘Fleet’ services. Good 
job model engineers are an older more dignified mob or there could have be trouble! It has been said that wallets 
came home worn out. We say a big thank you to the Bournemouth Society for inviting us on their coach and being 
such good hosts. Last but not least to the people who did the donkey work of organising both parties at both 
Societies. 

 
 

Poppy Run November 14th 2004 
 

       As reported in the last newsletter we ran the track for the British Legion on 
Remembrance Sunday. During the day collecting tins were place around and we collected the grand sum of 
£171.80p by no means a small amount given the weather. Thank you one and all for your support. 

 
 
 

‘Frostbite’ Steam up 2005 
Merlin 

 What a good start to the coming season. Thanks first of all for the refreshments, Mollie 
and Paul far sorting out the supplies to Bill for the first cup of tea etc, and to Pam and Julie for their part in getting 
it to reach all concerned. 
 
 The railway engine side was quite varied several 5” and 7¼” plus a 4½” traction engine 
and two Scarabs one petrol driven and one electric, these were seen to be quite popular giving rides around the 
park. The weather was a little dull with a small shower mid morning which did not last long and did not stop the 
event, late afternoon a slightly longer and heavier shower but by then most of event was ending. In all I think most 
people enjoyed themselves. Talking of enjoying oneself why not come and enjoy yourself on a Sunday morning 
always a cup of tea on the go and if you do some work you get two cups of tea even coffee if you prefer don’t 
forget the track site doesn’t look after its self. We do need more of you to help, a couple of hours now and again is 
not a lot to put aside for the benefit of the Society, after all the track operation does contribute to the cost of 
meeting venues, speakers and other outgoings. 
 
 The Christmas buffet which at the last minute was held on the “SS Shieldhall”, turned 
out to be a super event, the venue itself was lovely the food arranged by Mollie was really grand. I understand that 
Editor Paul due to the ‘British Legion’, problem had to make one or two frantic phone calls to finally end up on the 
“Shieldhall”. So many thanks Paul and the “Shieldhall”. 
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Hobbies are supposed to be fun 
 

Ivor Crook 
 
It’s funny how a chance meeting can change the course of your life when you least expect it. 
 
In November 1993 I stopped off to look in a model shop ‘Compass House Tools’ at Rotherfield, Sussex. I got 
speaking to another customer who turned out to be Bryan HOBLEY. He revealed he was a member of 
Southampton Society of Model Engineers as well as being a near neighbour of mine. He invited me along to the 
next meeting and that November I became a member. 
 
I badly wanted to build something but the options seemed limitless and very confusing. Loco or Traction engine. 
Never having made anything in metal before, and certainly nothing of such apparent complexity, it seemed a 
daunting task. Not to mention a distinct lack of suitable tools and machinery. I was persuaded finally that a 3” inch 
scale traction engine was the thing for me, and somebody said that anyway, it would be easier to make in a larger 
scale.  
 
Ho, Ho, Ho. How wrong can you be!! 
 
Little did I realise then that I was embarking on a journey into the unknown that would at times almost take over all 
my spare leisure time, 
Frustrate me beyond belief, but at the same time provide me with an immense sense of satisfaction and pride 
when things went right. I have ‘made’ things all my life but this was a beast of a completely different nature. 
 
In the summer of 1994, I purchased plans from MJ Eng, Ringwood for their Fowler 7nhp road tractor. (Keep it nice 
and simple eh!) Well, when I got home I looked at the plans in detail and the hairs on the back of my neck started 
to stand up. How was I, a person with no engineering experience whatsoever, going to cope with carving, 
moulding and joining things together in metal? Ah well, nothing ventured etc. 
 
I persuaded Ann my wife that having bought the plans I really, really needed a lathe. She saw the encroaching 
look of madness in my eye and decided it was easier to humour me. I bought a 4” Boxford from G & M Tools, 
Ashington, Sussex. Then I found that I really, really needed a pillar drill and a milling machine, a shaper, Mig 
welder and so on. Sound familiar to anyone out there. Well over the years I obtained various items of machinery, 
as money and opportunity allowed, and in time I have learned to use them, mostly. (It’s funny how much draught a 
chuck key causes as it fly’s past close to your ear). 
 
 
I took a decision before I bought my machinery that I would work using the metric scale so all my machinery has 
metric dials. After juggling with measurements in imperial standard 64th 32nd 16th 8th etc I personally found it easier 
to think in tens and hundreds. To this end I have had to convert all the plans measurements into metric as I went 
along. Not as difficult as you imagine with the help of digital measuring tools. 
 
I spent a long time cutting and manufacturing the various parts for a steel boiler, seamless 7” tube included, and 
had them welded at work. (I used to work for BOC conveniently). With the advent of recent boiler legislation I 
decided that the wisest course would be to buy a professionally made one from Franklin & Bell. Something else I 
really, really needed! 
 
I estimate that I am probably Three quarters of the way to completion and now that I am semi-retired it may go 
quicker. 
 
I have found in the ten years that this project has so far taken, that the best lesson learned is that of patience, and 
never to rush a job. I have learned how to plan ahead to work a job through in logical stages. I also now know that 
there are times when it is prudent to walk away and lock the shed door when a job is starting to get on top of you.  
 
Hobbies are supposed to be fun after all. 
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Trip to Sinshiem 2005 
 

Ron Blizard 
 

On Thursday January 13th 2005, Dennis Hoad and myself met at Waterloo Station with the intention of 
traveling by train to Heidelberg in Germany, where we were to join a party that had traveled by coach from the 
UK.  We were going there to visit the Sinsheim Model Engineering Exhibition and a number of museums in the 
vicinity.  

 
 

At Waterloo we had also arranged to meet Myke Baigent and his friend Steve Moore before joining the 
Eurostar to Paris. Once at Paris Nord Station, we were to change trains. This meant a walk to Paris Est Station 
and then catching the night sleeper to Heidelberg. Not the most pleasant of journeys, for the majority of the time, 
sleep was quite difficult to come by, except for Myke whose seems able sleep anywhere. (I always thought the 
saying of ‘being able to sleep on a clothes line’ was a myth, until I met Mike). We arrived in Heidelberg at 06.00 
the following day and were met at the station by one of the trip’s organizers who conveyed us to the Marriott Hotel 
where we were able to grab two hours sleep before breakfast. 

 
 

Day two started at 09.00 when we boarded a coach. Some of our parties were deposited at the Model 
Engineering Exhibition; the rest remained with the coach for a trip to a place called Fahrzeugmuseum Marxzell. 
This can only be called a collection junk from the past. (or is it collectables?). It was as if every piece of the past 
had been deposited here without too much order. The items were everywhere, inside and outside, affixed to the 
walls of the buildings and the perimeter walls. We spent several interesting hours here and lunched in a hotel 
opposite. Our visit concluded with some silent movie clips and a visit to the vast store rooms below ground. From 
here we traveled back to Sinshiem and collected the rest of the group and returned then to our hotel after a very 
enjoyable day.  

 
 

Day three started at 08.30 when we boarded for the coach for the Sinsheim Model Engineering Exhibition. 
Well, what an exhibition! It makes the ones over here seem very tame. The exhibition covered 5 halls, an area of 
30,000 m2, all under cover. It contained railway tracks; both 5” and 7.25” lay outs in continuous loops with both 
electric and steam trains running around in quick succession. Just how many I failed to note. Traction engines of 
various sizes giving rides were dodging through the crowds. A large number of trade stands of various 
nationalities were present, with a number from UK. Our tummies were well catered for with ample places for 
sitting and eating around the edges of the track. This day alone, made the whole trip well worthwhile. 
  
 

Day four started with a trip by coach to the Model Exhibition, where a number of the party alighted. The 
rest of us then traveled to Speyer, the site of a very large museum comprising of many items of engineering 
interest from Jumbo jets, railway locomotives, submarines, helicopters, aeroplanes and cars. We spent the 
morning there, which was most inadequate because of the large amount to see. After our morning at Speyer, we 
traveled to Sinsheim Museum, which is in close proximity to the Model Exhibition. This museum was very similar 
to Speyer with a vast array of planes, cars and weaponry. By the time I rejoined the coach I was suffering with a 
severe case of museum over load. The coach left the museum and stopped to pick up the people that had elected 
to visit the Model Exhibition that day, not the smoothest of operations! 

 
 

We then all returned to the hotel where those of us traveling by train disembarked, leaving the rest of the 
group to travel on to Bonn for the night. The next morning they would travel on to the UK. But us intrepid train 
travelers had to endure a long wait from 18.00 hours to 23.45 when our sleeper was due to leave for Paris and 
home. We spent the rest of this time at the Hotel snoozing, eating and drinking. Although the journey was tiring 
the whole experience was well worthwhile.  
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