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 15th June      No Trains Day  9am onwards. 
 22nd June      Handicapped Day (Waterside etc). 
 29th/30 June      40/90 Celebration Weekend at Riverside. 

This event has been moved from April as a mark of respect for the passing of Dave Batt 
10th July General meeting to held at track. 
13th July Portable Track event and Eling Sailing Club Regatta. 
17th July  Fun Day at Riverside – Southampton Parent and Toddler. 

Association From 10:00 – 2:00. 
14th August General meeting is to be moved to Saturday 17th 
17th August Fun Day for members at track in place of general meeting. 

All meetings are normally held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 

Chairman’s Report 
Raised Track 

The installation of metal tie/stretchers is almost complete, only a short length of track near the station 
remains outstanding. There exists a short stretch, Station to Steaming Bays, which requires some re-alignment. 
Apart from these items our raised track is holding fast (fingers crossed). 
7¼” Track 

Planned additions are well underway. At the time of writing two of the three-preparation/ fire dropping 
ramps are complete and ready for immediate use. The third requires only track to complete. Preparation for 
concrete ‘paving’ between ramps revealed an obstacle in form of a large root. I have contacted Southampton 
Council, which resulted in a very helpful and co-operative site meeting. The result being we can remove the 
section of root and the Council will provide for removal of a fairly dead tree plus reduction of the remaining tree 
to balance the root reduction. 

Regarding Container Extension. Whilst it is early days I would like assistance with sizes of materials, in 
particular Roof Rafters, bearing in mind we have “young ones” trespassing upon the roof. Overall sizes are to 
hand together with a sectional construction. So! 
General 

Sunday running is going well with good ticket sales. The number of locomotives is only just adequate – 
so if you have a locomotive and a free Sunday afternoon you know where to come. 
That’s it for now, 
Yours Eric. 

 
Copy for the September Newsletter to be sent handed/thrown at me at the August meeting please. 
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Secrectarys Comments 
Monica 

 
 The passenger running season has got off to a good start – numbers are up and the weather has been 
kind to us. 
 It seems strange being at the track without Dave and yet Karen and I feel that he is still with us. 
 We will fall short of the forty loco’s for the steam cavalcade on 29/30th June, but we should have a 
reasonable exhibition in the marquee. I had hoped to have given you a special weekend to mark the 40/90 
anniversary, sadly the response from our membership has let the club down. I have given all the details that I 
have received to date over to our programme editor, who will now compile the handbook, which will be given out 
during the two-day event to our visitors to the track. 
 A commemorative passenger ticket is also being produced for that weekend. 
 In June we have the second ‘No Trains Day’ at the track, followed by the annual visit of our 
Handicapped friends, finishing up the month with the two-day event. 

17th July the Southampton Parent and Toddlers Association hold their annual day at the track – please 
help us with as many loco’s as possible. 
 The July general meeting will be held at the track and the August meeting will be held over to Saturday 
17th  August which will be our ‘Fun Day’ at riverside starting from 10:00 am to ??? 
 We do not have a Social Secretary so it is very difficult to give you a meeting’s diary. 
 However we do have an excellent successor to Dave for the post of Chairman. 
 Eric and Dave had always worked very closely together and they both had one single thought in their 
minds to continue to work for the good of the Society. 
 I look forward to working alongside Eric I can think of no one more able to carry our Society forward. 
Thank you Eric for taking up the challenge. 
 
Monica 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U. R. Corbett – President of the Society 1974 - 2002 
Ron Bray 

 
 At the AGM in March Mr Corbett announced his intention to retire, Which was caused by his failing 
health. Mr Corbett was not able to attend so his son, David, read the President’s annual address to the Society, 
and in this he expressed his decision. 
 Mr Corbett has always been a good benefactor to the Society, and during these years that he was thus 
associated. His membership actually started in June 1969, when he joined as a member. He gave his support 
and encouragement and showed his interest in many ways, one of which was when he generously left the 
‘Halton Tank’ in the hands of the Society to boost the Sunday afternoon roster in ‘Riverside Park’. 
 In the earlier years when the Society was short of items for display at events or exhibitions, he could be 
relied upon for the loan of models. Of which he had quite a collection in all disciplines of model engineering 
ranging through locomotives, traction engines, clocks, stationary engines to more exotic items. He also had 
several 12” to the foot items, and to see all of these the members of the Society were invited to visit on more 
than one occasion. In return the Society gave its support by helping to re-lay the ground level track at Ovington. 
When Mr Corbett moved to Exton in the Meon valley, again the Society was invited and this was done for some 
years as an annual event. On another occasion the Society was Mr Corbett’s guests on a coach visit to the 
‘Cross Ness’ pumping station on the South Bank of the River Thames. 
 The members of the Society thus owe Mr Corbett a great debt of gratitude for what he has done in the 
past, and it can be said that the Society could not have wished for a more ideal President, Than Mr Corbett. 
 (The position has now passed to David Corbett and the Society looks forward to an equally long and 
happy association with him and thus keeping it in the family tradition.) 
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Dennis Titley. 
Merlin Biddlecombe  

 As most of the Southampton Society members who knew Dennis will by now know that he departed this 
world and took his last journey to the Porchester Crematorium on Thursday April 25th. Ten officers and 
members represented the Southampton Society. Also present were members of the Fareham Society, Worthing, 
Chichester, Guildford and M, J, Engineering all groups that he was most associated with.  

Another Model Engineer who sadly passed away on Monday 29th April was Arthur Wren of the Fareham 
Society. I imagine that not many Southampton Members would remember or know him but Arthur was a 
Southampton Member in the middle sixties and left about 1969 when the Fareham Society was formed. 
Fortunately both sons Steve Titley and David Wren are quite involved with Model Engineering and we extend our 
sympathy to both. 

 
 

Notes from Committee Meetings 
From Ron Bray 

 There are approximately fifteen members who have not as yet renewed their subscriptions. 
When the new building is ready a hoist will be required and will be reviewed at a later date. 
It was agreed to let Peter Fraser have the wooden tender that was donated to the Society. 
A book is to be brought into use to record which members borrow club equipment and when. 
Martin Aplin has donated a scissors jack to the club. 
 
Wanted 
Short Passenger trolley for 7¼” gauge, or two bogies and any bits to help construct it. 
Contact: - James Taylor  - 02380 462525 
 
Society Stock Items 
 In a discussion with some of the members it has become apparent that it is not generally known 
amongst the newer members, and this is also a reminder to the longer standing members, that the Society holds 
the following items for the benefit of the members use. 
 
1/  A comprehensive stock of the normal sizes and heads, and also nuts of BA screws. 
Some sizes of stainless steel balls. 
Sticks of silver solder. 
Price at cost. 
Any requirements: - Contact Frank Webb - 02380 434157 
 
2/  Oxy – Acetylene Bottles and Equipment. 
This is for members with knowledge of use. 
All that we ask for is a small contribution for the cost of gas and towards the rental of the cylinders. 
Enquires to: - Merlin Biddlecombe: - 02380 487067 
 
3/ Cloth Badges are now sold out and a further supply has to be found. 
 Insurance and Security to be arranged for the two day event /exhibition. 40/90 
 
Boiler Testing 
 Two new boiler inspectors – John Lockyer and Robert Millard. Tony Partridge has also offered. 
 Boiler testers will be available on the first Sunday in each month. Boilers need to be made ready for the 
test before appearing at the track! 
 
New Members 
 Mrs F. Hayward proposed by W. Richards and seconded by R. Bray 
 
Portable Track 
 As the garage, which is rented for the track, costs us money, we do need to make over the yearly rental 
so as not to lose money. Proper transport is required and members to help run it. The track itself is on 
permanent loan from Jessie Moody, who would like to use it at ‘Netley Marsh’, to raise money for ‘Nelson’ 
 

July 13th Eling one-day event is still on – John Lockyer has offered to take his loco. 
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Out and about to the Isle of Wight Rally. 
by Merlin Biddlecombe. 

 
Paul Clarke John Lloyd and myself set off to theirs annual event meeting Steve Titley at the track site a 

little later on. The 9-30 ferry was arranged and at about9-15 the heavens opened, the rain coming down at about 
40deg, But as usual the I.O.W. sunshine came out by the time the ferry reached Cowes, and other than a little 
wind the weather was quite nice. The usual reception from the I.O.W. Society once the loco's were unloaded a 
cup of tea was consumed. Talking of refreshments once again were absolutely first class and thanks must go to 
all the ladies and girls concerned. Fifteen loco's were on site and guess who was last one off, yes it was Steve. A 
small Gauge One layout was in use with three or four radio controlled engines in steam it was evidently done in 
a bit of a hurry but created quite an interest will there be a landscaped layout in future. The boating pond had 
several boats running but not quite as many as usual, you can't win'em all. Again the tadpoles were in short 
supply but I do believe a few more than last year. Have the I.O.W. chaps found a market for them? Thanks to the 
I.O.W. society for a smashing day. The 5-05 ferry back home finished the day.  

 P.S. it rained as we landed in Southampton. (ed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3/4” Scale “Fire Fly” 
By Robin Wallace-Simms 

 
 As Merlin mentioned my model of “Fire Fly” in his item on Frostbite in the last newsletter, I thought 
members might like a bit more detail. 
 “Fire Fly” was the first of a class of 62 2-2-2 express passenger locomotives designed by Daniel Gooch 
in 1839 for the Broad (7’) gauge Great Western Railway. I am part of the team who are building a full size replica 
to run on the broad gauge track at Didcot. 
 Being a model engineer as well as a member of this project I was approached by Bob Connel. His father 
had died leaving an un-completed 3/4” scale 5” gauge model of “Fire Fly”. I was offered ownership of this if I 
promised to complete it. Having established that we are not talking about a G.W.R. 2-6-2T I accepted. It would fit 
in with my broad gauge model rolling stock and my garden railway, which is themed on the G.W.R., mixed 
gauge. I.e. 3 ½” and 5” gauges representing the 4’ 8½” and 7’ gauges in ¾” scale. 
 In the boxes of bits which Bob gave me were a nicely made engine and tender chassis. A tender tank 
and a pair of cylinders of a weird design, which was nothing, like the originals. With heavy modifications these 
might have been made to work. 
 The boiler was a nightmare. It had been partly assembled in a manner, which made it almost impossible 
to complete. If it had been completed and steamed It would have been lethal. Even if it had not exploded it would 
not made enough steam for the cylinders! Finally it was larger than scale size. This would have spoilt the whole 
model because prominent features of the prototype were the running boards between the boiler and the driving 
wheels. 
 As I did not want to remake two major parts of the engine, I approached Bob and asked him to agree to 
me using an electric drive. After some thought he agreed. Hence the engine which some of you saw me run at 
Frostbite 2002. 
 As a ¾” scale model of a rather small prototype it must be one of the smallest 5” gauge engines ever. 
 A 12Volt-car radiator fan motor is hidden in the dummy firebox. This is grafted onto an angle grinder 
gearbox, which drives the crank axle and 5” driving wheels through a toothed belt. To gain adhesion the dummy 
boiler is full of lead. 
 The regulator controls a homemade variable voltage supply, which is located under the tender. The 
reversing lever swaps the polarity of the motor for forward and reverse running. In mid gear the motor is short 
circuited giving regenerative braking. Power is from a Ni Cad battery in the tender. This will give a two-mile run. 
Alternatively a car battery will provide power until I am bored stiff. I now realise that apart from designing and 
building them, the most fascinating thing about running small steam engines is boiler management. 
 “Fire Fly” could have been steam driven. It is about the same size as my 3 ½ “ gauge LNWR 2-2-2 “Lady 
of the Lake” which once pulled me around the Southampton track at 18 mph! She will not of course, pull a very 
heavy load. 
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