
 

April 2014   Page 1 

Your Club 

Southampton Society of Model Engineers Ltd 
Club House  and Track at Riverside Park , Southampton 

Open on Sunday 1-4pm throughout the summer 
1/5 mile track: 7¼” at ground level , elevated 5” & 3½”  

Continuous runs of approximately two miles on tarmac paths 

 
Volume No 210 April 2014  
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From Your Chairman 

Dear Members 

Your 2014 season has got off to a cracking start with almost 650 passengers on 
two Sundays, you have a committee of like-minded members who have met 
twice and we have a full programme for the next twelve months. I could actually 
stop there as that says it all but I think you might like to hear about how the Com-
mittee is trying to respond to your wishes and how you can bring your own exper-
tise to the Club and its members. 

Our first committee meeting was really to cover some administrative matters and 
get us settled in, the second meeting had an emphasis on getting a realistic pro-
gramme for the membership. We discussed the proposal to set aside one Sun-
day a month for members running and this proved a little controversial.  One 
school of thought was to give members a free running day but the other was that 
closing the track to the public after becoming so well established might deter our 
public. In the end, the compromise was to maintain the status quo of Sunday run-
ning but to do all that we can provide members’ access to the track for their pri-
vate enjoyment. To this end, we should stress that all committee members ex-
pressed a willingness to open the track for casual running when at all possible 
and in fact, many would enjoy the opportunity. I know from my personal experi-
ence some 15 years ago I was allowed to run my engine one Thursday afternoon 
simply by borrowing a committee member’s keys for a few hours. We need to 
explore this further to see how we could make it work safely. However, the com-
mittee decided that there was enough change going on so we would leave Sun-
day running alone! Except of course that the track is available for a relaxed run in 
the morning before 1 pm for those who wish to use it.  

We did however hear members’ preference for a summer party and the ‘Summer 
Fest’ is scheduled for Saturday 19 July. This will be a one day Saturday event 
and we are trying to keep it simple for the first time out. The emphasis here is on 
members and families and I expect the odd friend or two. Details will come later 
but I envisage a full day running traction/ road engine in the open area, various 
locos running around, a BBQ in the afternoon while we relax in the warm sum-
mer sunshine. If it rains, oh well we tried! Our Open Day is planned for 13/14 
September. This is exactly the same as open days in the past over two days with 
the track open all day and visitors being invited to passenger haul on Sunday 
afternoon if they wish. Again, we will be ruled by the weather but we will keep our 
fingers crossed. Obviously this sort of event will require expertise and manpower, 
so all of you who know how it is done will be most welcome to contribute. We will 
put together a working group under the leadership of an esteemed member in 
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due course. 

Now we come to what can turn out to be an interesting experiment. Let me pref-
ace this paragraph with the clear recognition that this event can only occur if 
members want it and commit to actively supporting it. The Committee will decide 
in due course whether or not to go ahead. It is however, an attempt to do some-
thing a little different for a section of our membership that we rarely see. We 
have a thought that there must be many 3½” locos hidden away that rarely get a 
run. We even have a club Brit in 3½”. When our club (Chairman Barry Eden ran 
it), hosted IMLEC in 1971 there were 15 successful runners of which a third were 
3½” and none failed. 

So we are calling this a ‘3½” day’ and we intend to send invitations to all the 
clubs on the South Coast. We have set aside 2 August. 5” locos are banished for 
a day! I will stress that this is a tentative event subject to lots of enthusiasm. 
(And, if it does occur, there is a suggestion to urge the road interests to partici-
pate too!) 

You will see from the “Programme” section that the winter meetings are re-
established albeit on a Tuesday (2nd Tuesday of the month)  due to the Social 
Club Closing on Wednesdays, and I can assure you that we have a rich seam of 
speakers and entertainment to call upon. That will remain my secret for now! 

We do have many more ideas for the Society but these are for the future, we 
have enough at hand to make 2014 a success. I make this note as we have not 
forgotten the broader interests enshrined in the Society’s objects and members’ 
interests. 

You will find a few rather dry references to the club’s responsibilities in law in this 
issue but once this business is established and we are all aware, futures issues 
will I am sure have a lighter touch. 

Finally, I would like to pay tribute and give our thanks to the many people who 
have and are volunteering to take on various aspects of our club’s activities. The 
purpose of the Society is to participate so why not come and join in? 

David Goyder 
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Notes from the Membership Secretary 
 

The Society is delighted to welcome the following new Members:- 

Mrs Jane Goyder whose interests include 5” & ‘0’ gauge locos. 

Mrs Margaret Turner whose interests include 5” & 3 1/2” gauge locos. 

 

The Society also welcomes Mrs Audrey Bayes as a re-joining Member. Her inter-
ests are 7 1/4” gauge locos & 4” Road locomotives.  We also have 3 new appli-
cations for Membership which are to be considered by the Committee. 

 

The Membership of the Society as at 21 April 2014 is 105 members, made up by 
the following:- 

86 Full Members,  16 Life Members, 2 Junior Members, 3 Honorary Members.  

John Gardner 

 

 

Sunday running 1 till 4 in the after-
noons. 

19 July 2014 Society “Summer Fest” 
hopefully something for all the family. 

2 August 2014 Tentative date for 
special day for 3 ½” locos from the 
South Coast, nearby clubs to be in-
vited. 

13/14 Sept 2014 Open Day, more 
news in next newsletter 

14 Oct 2014 First winter meeting – 
Guest Speaker 

19 Oct 2014 Last Sunday running 
this year. 

11 Nov 2014 Second Winter meeting 
– Guest Speaker 

9 Dec 2014 Christmas meeting, mov-
ies and mince pies 

 

13 Jan 2015 Bring and Buy, Bits and 
pieces and  . . . 

10 Feb 2015 Guest Speaker 

10 Mar 2015 - AGM 

And possibly of interest 

13 Jun 2014 North London Rally organ-

ised by our own Waz Godin 

21 Jun 2014 – IOW 80th Anniversary 

Rally 

5/6 Jul 2014 – Guildford Rally 

12/13 Jul 2014 – IMLEC at Bournemouth 

26/27 Jul 2014 – Dreaming Spires at  

Oxford 

17 Aug 2014 – Bournemouth Open Day 

6/7 Sep 2014 – Dorset Steam Fair 

16-19 Oct 2014 Midlands ME Show 

Provisional Programme for 2014 
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 Meet The Member: Jerry Lewis 

If ever a member hid his light under a bushel, Jerry is one! We didn’t talk 

much about model engineering as there are many more facets to Jerry’s 

life that are just as interest-

ing—some would say more 

interesting! I was fascinated 

to hear about  his time in the 

RAF in the  Far East as an 

MT driver and his  short spell 

with the Air Ministry Con-

stabulary; a very enjoyable 

time as a test driver for the 

military where he drove many 

weird and wonderful devices 

(some more successful than 

others!);  life as an AA man 

on a motor bike; the passion 

for motorcycles—an Indian 

built Enfield is in the garage 

together with a modern Su-

zuki 650; sailing adventures –

he still owns a Bembridge 

Scow, kept in the garden; 

London to Brighton Cycle ride 

for the British Heart Founda-

tion; model aircraft building 

and flying; 8 hours in powered microlites; paragliding;  MG Midgets (there 

is one in the garden) and the list goes on. An event he is particularly 

proud of was  taking part in the 2004 Enduro Rally in India where he rode 

an Indian built Royal Enfield 1000 miles through the Nilgiri Hills. He had 

to raise £3000 via sponsorship to get a place and this went to an Indian 

Hospice and a Wild Life Trust.. 
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Going back to ME, Jerry joined us for a 

brief spell in the 1970’s but returned to us 

last year. A welcome addition to the Club, 

Jerry enjoys getting involved and his weld-

ing skills might just come in useful with our 

current and future projects. He is also a 

fully qualified motor mechanic, so a useful 

gent to know I think! Gerry has a small 

workshop tucked away in the corner of the 

garden, equipped with a decent lathe, a 

floor standing pillar drill, a WARCO bend-

ing, shearing and folding machine and 

enough supporting kit to tackle most jobs. 

There is a good sized milling machine in 

the garage where the bikes are kept. There 

are three locos: a 3.5” Mountaineer to Don 

Young’s design;  a Stirling Single with a 

boiler made by Steam Technology Ltd (the 

same people who made my Brit TIG welded 

boiler. Ed.), and a part built 3 1/2” Schools 

Shunter ‘Roedean’ by LBSC.  He has re-

cently developed an interest in the smaller 

gauges. Married to Jane, a teacher, they 

live in a quiet location in Park Gate. My 

grateful thanks for his  hospitality and in 

particular the gingerbread men!  

John Barrett 

Since this piece was written Jerry has 

taken on the role of Club Vice Chairman. 

I’m sure everyone wishes him every suc-

cess!  

Meet the Members: Jerry Lewis  
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Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at the Clubhouse,  
Riverside Park, Southampton, on 7th April 2014.  

Full Minutes are available at the Clubhouse 
Attendees.  Chairman David Goyder; Jerry Lewis, Eddie Turner, Mike Sander-

man, Dave Wisdom, John Gardner, Ron  Blizard, Ron Harding and Ralph 
Stockton. Apologies were received from John Barrett. 

Minutes.  No minutes from the previous meeting were made available by the 
previous Secretary, therefore there were no Matters Arising. 

Keys. For 2014, the official key holders will be David Goyder, Jerry Lewis, Eddie 
Turner, Ron Blizard, Ralph Stockton & Paul Clarke.  

Monthly Meetings will be held on Tuesdays in the Bitterne Park Social Club in 
Manor Farm Road, October to March, subject to the room being available. A 
guest speaker will be invited to four of these meetings. The possibility of hold-
ing an Open Event (possibly with a BBQ) will be investigated. We are looking 
at opening the track for members only at times other than Sunday and 
Wednesday. 

Newsletter. All members – especially those in office – are requested to provide 
material for the newsletter. 

 Website.   We have members with the required expertise to assist us in setting 
up a website at low cost.  We are looking at other model engineering websites 
to assist us in deciding what should be included, and more importantly - not 
included - in our site. 

Priorities for the Future.    It was decided we should postpone this item until a 
later committee meeting. 

Policies regarding Child Protection.  Whilst we are abiding by the official 
guidelines, we need to be seen to be doing so. The necessary notices will be 
prepared and submitted to the SCC for approval, and posted at the station 
and Clubhouse whenever we are hauling passengers. 

New Member Applications.   John Gardner already has several new applica-
tions to process. All members should be reminded that the subs will increase 
to £16.50 for the year 2015. This increase will be implemented from Septem-
ber 2014 for new members (as their membership year will run to the end of 
2015). 

Any other Business. A new bank mandate will be arranged to provide more 

flexibility in meeting our banking requirements. Mike Sanderman, David Goy-
der, Ron Blizard & Eddie Turner are the designated signatories. John Gardner 
has had to stand down as our internal auditor, and a replacement will need to 
be found. We need to get more members trained as first aiders to ensure we 
have a qualified person available whenever we are running for the public. 

The meeting closed at 4.00pm. The date for the next meeting (early May 2014) is 

TBA. 
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Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at the Clubhouse,  
Riverside Park, Southampton, on 16th April 2014. 

 
Members Present.  David Goyder, Gerry Lewis, Eddie Turner, Mike Sanderman, 

Dave Wisdom, John Gardner, Ron Blizard, Ron Harding.   Don Cottle sat in 

on the meeting. John Barrett is still in Benidorm! 

Society Programme The Committee considered the options for the content and 
dates of the Society’s 2014 programme and took into account the expressed 
wishes of the membership at large and especially as voiced at the recent 
EGM when 50 members attended. The Provisional Programme is shown on 

page four of this newsletter.   

Newsletter Content. Committee meeting minutes would be reported in the 

newsletter in an executive summary format due to the wide distribution of the 
newsletter, especially as we share with other clubs. A copy of the verbatim 
minutes will be available for the private reading by members at the Society 

Hut. 

Website. The domain www.southamptonsme.org has been purchased by the 

Society. 

Child Protection Policy Statement. Southampton City Council has approved 

the Society’s statement which will be posted as appropriate  

Other Business. 

 Matters including Membership. Signing Authorities,  Recognition of the con-
tribution of Bill Richards as Station Master and Stores Custodian, Driver In-

spection and Examination, Playlink and other groups were all discussed.  

Hon Secretary.  

 Eddie Turner informed the meeting that he disagreed with the decisions of 

the Committee and wished to resign his position on the Committee  

http://www.southamptonsme.org
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Some Administrative Matters 

Public Liability Insurance When visiting other clubs one is liable to be asked for 
evidence of our Society’s public liability insurance. We have a supply of forms for 
members and these can be obtained from the Treasurer or the Chairman. 

Child Protection Policy Statement The following is the Society’s Child protec-

tion Policy statement as approved by the designated officer of the Southampton 
City Council. This will be on display in the hut and visible by the ticket office e on 
running days. 

“The Southampton Society of Model Engineers is committed to creating and 
maintaining the safest possible environment for children and young people 
to enjoy rides on the miniature railway at Riverside Park. 

We do this by: 

1. Recognising that all children have the right to freedom from abuse. 

2. Ensuring that all our members and volunteers are carefully selected and ac-

cept responsibility for helping to prevent the abuse of children in their care. 

3. Responding swiftly and appropriately to all suspicions or allegations of 
abuse, and providing parents and children with the opportunity to voice any 

concerns they may have. 

4. Appointing a Children's Officer who will take specific responsibility for child 
safety and act as the main point of contact for parents, children and outside 

agencies. 

5. Ensuring access to confidential information is restricted to the Children's 

Officer or the appropriate external authorities. 

6. Reviewing the effectiveness of our Child Protection Policy and activities 
each year at the first Committee Meeting after the Annual General Meeting 

in recognition of possible change of officers of the Society. 

7. On running days at the miniature railway, Our Children's Officer is The Track 

Marshal on duty. 

8. At all other times Our Children's Officer is The Chairman of the Society, con-

tacted at  023 8042 1201 or 07769 604 101” 

Data Protection 

There will be the need to keep the Society’s membership records electronically, 
in other words, in an Excel spreadsheet for ease of administration and to send 
information to the membership. That being so one must examine the require-
ments of the Data protection Act 1998. The Information Commissioner’s Office 
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provides a very useful website for those who wish to learn more. 

For our purposes it is sufficient to quote the following,  

“Data protection registration: self-assessment 

Are you a not for profit organisation that qualifies for an exemption? 

Yes 

No 

Answer 'Yes' if your organisation was established for not-for-profit making 

purposes and does not make a profit. You can answer 'yes' if your or-

ganisation makes a profit for its own purposes, as long as the profit is 

not used to enrich others. You must: 

only process information necessary to establish or maintain 
membership or support; and 

only process information necessary provide or administer activi-

ties for people who are members of the organisation or have 

regular contact with it; and 

only share the information with people and organisations neces-

sary to carry out the organisation's activities. Important - if 

individuals give you permission to share their information, 

this is OK (you can still answer 'yes'); and 

only keep the information while the individual is a member or sup-

porter or as long as necessary for ember/supporter admini-

stration. 

Data Protection issues can become and emot ive area par ticularly 
for the i l l  in formed and this excerpt  is quoted to inform al l  mem-
bers that  your  Society is compl iant wi th the law!  

 

Secretary 

The Committee has held two meetings since the EGM on 7 April and 16 April 
2014. These have been concerned mainly with getting the club’s activities under-
way, getting the season off to a good start, establishing a do-able programme, 
dealing with administrative matters and making sure we run a happy and safe 
railway. The key objective has been to attempt to respond to the wishes. 
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It is regretted of course that our Secretary has resigned and we trust that one of 
our many members might step forward to take this roll. It is not an onerous role 
and the committee members share the load so it is concerned mainly with agen-
das, minutes and correspondence with the outside world, other clubs etc. It is 
essential these days that he/she has an email capability as few clubs respond to 
snail mail these days! 

 

Decisions, decisions . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Good Idea! 
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Did you know . . . 

Southampton’s Tunnel.  The 483m (528yd) tunnel starts at Southampton 

Central station and runs under the city centre parks, emerging beyond East Park 
Terrace. Work has been completed to lower the tunnel floor to accommodate a 
new generation of larger freight trains.  

But work on the first tunnel under the centre of Southampton started more than 
200 years ago - for a waterway. In the early 19th Century, the short-lived Salis-
bury to Southampton canal was constructed. Initially the canal stopped at Red-
bridge, but there was a proposal to extend the waterway into Southampton. The 
plans were drawn up and a tunnel under the central area of the city was partly 
dug. But the project was never completed and was abandoned in 1808.  

By the middle of the 19th Century, Britain was embracing the industrial revolution 
and railways were being built across the country. A wealthy West Country solici-
tor, Charles Castleman, proposed a link between Southampton and Dorchester.  

In 1845, Parliament approved construction of the line which would serve South-
ampton, Ringwood and Dorchester. The line was to run from Northam Junction 
and through the town centre. Heading west, the line hugged the coast along the 
western shore of Southampton Water following the old canal towards Redbridge 
and on through the New Forest before crossing the county border into Dorset. 
Initially, the plan was to build a station close to Royal Pier. Plans were changed 
and Blechynden station was built, close to what is now Southampton Central. But 
the hill at Marlands stood between Blechynden and the proposed link to the Lon-
don Line at Southampton Terminus stations (outside the old South Western Ho-
tel). the engineers had just one option when planning their route. Local historian 
Jake Simpkin said, "Going surface was dismissed because it would destroy the 
central parks then being laid out," he said, "so the plan was to take the line under 
the town".  
The tunnel was planned to partly follow the line of the intended canal route.  
Miners from Cornwall were drafted in and construction on the tunnel under 
Southampton began in April 1846. But even with their specialist skills, the works 
were far from straight forward.  "Most of the tunnel was built as an open work and 
then capped in with a brick vault" explained Jake.  
"The only length of actual tunnelling was under the High Street". Shortly before it 
was due to open, flooding of the old canal section of the route caused part of the 
tunnel to collapse.  
The railway was completed in June 1847 but because of delays in construction 
the tunnel did not open until August of that year.  For the first four months, pas-
sengers were taken across the town by horse drawn omnibuses - showing that 
replacement bus services are nothing new.  


