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We hope you have a fine Christmas and New 
Year and we look forward to seeing you at 
the Frostbite on January 1 2012, our anni-

versary year!! 

 

How better than to end this year with a picture 
of Life Member Don Cottle and ‘Dulwich’ looking 
fit, well and happy at the Malden Track 75th 

Anniversary open day in July 2011. 
 

Thanks and credit to Dave Finn for the photo 
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From the Editor 

The 2012 is rapidly approaching and in a couple of months or so 
the AGM will herald reopening the running season. Our Chairman 
Steve will have completed his first year, most successfully we are 
sure you will agree. 

We must keep in mind of course that any Chairman can only be a 
success with the solid support and active help from members. Not 
just the committee, all members are needed. We hear, “No-one 
wants to volunteer”. If this is allowed to become a prevailing atti-
tude, pretty soon a self fulfilling prophesy can take over and mem-
bers may feel they are not welcome as volunteers. A downward spi-
ral sets in. 

But this year Volunteers are cropping up all over. Many contribute 
to the newsletter whereas before their offers had been rejected.   
Your work is valuable and welcome. There is of course a core of 
perennial workers who have slogged through the ‘jobs list’, Ron and 
his painters, Dave and the grounds are examples. Steve’s directory 
is but another small step. The website story that you will read 
shortly is astounding; thank goodness Steve Robson has the grace 
to continue to provide an extremely valuable service to the club af-
ter some ten years of rejection. We have volunteers for new com-
mittee jobs too.  

This year, Steve has broken this downward spiral and has ’opened 
the door’ to volunteers, welcomed them and made their contribu-
tions worthwhile. As he says, “it does not matter how the job is 
done, just that it gets done, we all have different ways of doing it”. 

How often do you celebrate a 50th and a 100th anniversary in the 
same year? We do in 2012 and it can be a great year. Our celebra-
tions will require a lot of organizing, researching, doing, arranging, 
fetching and carrying and just being there. Team leaders and doers 
will be needed. The running Sundays require staff too.. The club 
needs the members to help. The door in open to volunteers, you 
will be welcome and appreciated. If something in the club stops you 
volunteering, talk to the Chairman. He will fix it if he can.  

Let’s see you running the railway in 2012! 
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Contributors – Bless you! 

 
We now have an overwhelming and very welcome response from 
our membership and I can only express a very big thank you. I 
had originally planned this edition to be a bit shorter at 16 pages 
but our members contributions deserve space so it has gone out 
to 20 pages again. I still have to hold over a couple of items to 
the raised track 50th birthday edition in March/ April as they fit 
better there. (Hope you agree Richard). I looked back at the last 
April edition and we struggled to fill 12 pages and now we over-
flow at 20! We have a great membership. Keep it coming. 
Thanks for this edition go to Brian Newman, Peter Cleare, Neville 
Quick, John Barrett, Dave Finn, John Lloyd and Ron Blizard. 

I might add that a recent email from the Model Engineer asked 
to use some of our material! 
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CLUB DIARY 

Still need the Programme Secretary to volunteer!  

 

2011 

December 14 At the Nov meeting our Cat’g Mgr cancelled club 

catering. The membership, as an alternative, 

volunteered to bring finger snacks themselves. 

So why not bring a little something to share 

with your friends and make merry!. 

 Xmas meeting for members and spouses/ part-
ners. We will have a speaker with a subject of 
equal interest for all and it will not be on trains!! 
Actually our speaker will be the past Curator of 
the Maritime Museum and this will be interest-
ing. To be followed by a little Xmas celebration. 

 

2012   

January 01 Frostbite.  Our catering manager is sure to have 
something delightful to give us! 

January 11 Nothing arranged. 

February 8 Nothing arranged. 

March 14 AGM and something else perhaps 

March 25 Running season opens 

April 14/15 SSME Open Day with 50 locos for 50 years to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
the raised track. Possibly an evening BBQ and 
general merrymaking! 

Later 2012 The 100th anniversary of the club itself occurs 
this year and we think the Chairman plans an-
other celebration later in the year. 
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Committee Activity 
A Committee meeting was held on 30 November 2011 with three 
agenda items.  

First, the date for the annual Open Day and 50th anniversary 
celebrations for the raised track has been confirmed for April 
14/15 2012. 

Secondly, it was decided to purchase Alan Haymer’s ‘Speedy’ for 
the benefit of the club due mainly to its long associate with the 
society and it ease of operation. 

The third item concerned an item the Treasurer has been cham-
pioning for some time and that concerned the integrity of our 
accounts. The committee has therefore accepted that the Society 
will appoint an internal lay auditor of the governance of the Soci-
ety. The Treasurer will tell you more later. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Department 

2012 Subscriptions Due as of January 1 and we 
have an audit procedure 

Subscriptions 

That time is here again! There are three ways to renew this year.  

1. By cheque and post, send your subscription to the Treas-
urer at 8 Bloomsbury Walk, Southampton SO19 9GB. Upon 
receipting your subs, your renewal form will go to the 
Membership  Secretary to issue you a renewed member-
ship card. 

2. By BACS to  Lloyds Bank Sort 30-97-14 Account 01700192. 
Please put your name in the reference field. Please send 
the renewal form to the Treasurer marking BACS. Upon 
receipt your renewal form will go to the Membership Secre-
tary to issue you a renewed membership card. 

3. On the day at Frostbite, please bring your renewal form.  

Membership dues are held at last years rates as shown. We are 
advised that the costs of personal accident cover are raised 
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slightly this year and will be for those 16 and under £1.00, for 
those 16 to 74 years, £1.40 and for those over 74 £2.75.  

.  . . And now a word about the audit. 

The FSA places a requirement of all societies to subject them-
selves to an annual audit by an independent and outside profes-
sional. Very small Societies can however exempt themselves 
from this requirement in recognition that the costs of the audit 
consume a disproportionate amount of the clubs funds that it is 
trying to protect. 

Our Society took such an exemption in 2006. This created a  
problem that the committee did not act upon, to replace this au-
dit with some other means to satisfy the membership that the 
officers were acting correctly in managing the affairs and fi-
nances of the club.  Our accountant had been particularly con-
cerned over this for some time. 

Most small clubs use a lay audit system whereby selected mem-
bers can check all that should be checked using a prepared 
check list and give a report to the membership when required. 

I can report that I have now persuaded our committee to create 
a lay audit system so that our membership can be assured that 
the  club is managed properly. 

The principles supporting this activity include, 

• The auditing will done by a team of three members, 
• The Lay Audit Leader will be appointed at the AGM, 
• The Team Leader will choose his/her two other auditors, 
• The audit will follow a preset procedure developed with our 

accountant. 

We will subject the 2011 accounts to this audit and in order to 
do so the committee will select an auditor from a short list of 
three in the short term to be confirmed at the AGM in March. 

A guiding principle here is that if we are going to examine the 
conduct of the committee for the membership, we need to make 
the audit team accountable directly to the membership and their 
remit (currently being prepared) should reflect that. 

All we need now is an Audit Team Leader!!  
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Track Jobs List 
The dreaded list does not go away! This list is much shorter of 
course. Join your colleagues if you are minded to help. 
- 5” gauge track renewal project. 
- 5” gauge track alignment (on going) 
- Expansion joints for the 7 1/4” track. 

Club Directory 

Our Chairman Steve has completed this substantial task and the 
first edition is enclosed with this newsletter. It has been sent 
only to paid up members. Please keep this safe at home! 

I think we should all thank Steve for producing the Directory and 
we hope that it will help make the club more inclusive and let 
members get to know others a bit better. 

Web Site  

Towards the end of October, I received a mysterious phone call 
about the domain name that I had registered  
www.southamptonsme.org and the man calling was a bit cagy 
about why he was calling. This mysterious caller then directed 
me to another domain www.ssme.info and there was our logo. 

I was flabbergasted and all I could do was ask who this mysteri-
ous caller was. He told me his name was Steve Robson, a mem-
ber of our Society as had been his father before him. Steve had 
produced a website for our club over ten years ago but his offer 
was neglected by the committee at that time. This is, of course, 
a heaven sent chance to catch up and have an active website 
and join the 21st century!  

This will become our main way of communicating with the mem-
bership. Our programmes, plans and activities will be there. The 
previous newsletters are up as is all the usual stuff that gets into 
websites. In time we may have a “member’s only” area for items 
that are private to the membership. All comments, criticisms and 
contributions are welcome of course.  

Steve’s contribution is a tremendous boost to the club and we 
are all in his debt! Well Done and many thanks from all of the 
Society! 
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. . . And your email addresses 

The newsletter costs the society a little over £1 per copy. Staples 
would charge £4.00 a copy. A more effective way to send it is by 
email so could I ask everyone with an email to ping me at dgoy-
der@fidelio.ltd.uk so I can gather your email address and please 
let me know if we can send the newsletter to you this way.  

Club Clothing 

There are some quite nice items of club clothing that you might 
like to consider for Christmas present ideas so we have produced 

some pictures for your interest. 

Fleece  - £ 20.00 Polo Shirt £16.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cap—£11.50 

(Like the model!!) 

Sewn on Badge £4.50 

  

To purchase any of these, contact our Clothing Manager Mollie Giles 
whose details are in the Directory! 
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Match Making 

While thinking about how to comment on the next item I am re-
minded of the advertisement where a “Black Female” seeks last-
ing permanent relationship. Will always be loyal and caring, likes 
walks in the country etc.  The ad got 149 responses to the ken-
nels where the Black Labrador could be found. So in the same 
spirit, 

“Distinguished south coast gentleman seeks lasting relationship 

to take out for outings and care for lovingly. Colour and size are 

not too important but it would be desirable to be reasonably ser-

viceable. Must have own tender!” 

To resort to seriousness for a moment, Barry Linger who brought 
the Bournemouth Society’s Red “Maid of Kent” with Merlin and 
Dave to Southampton during the torrential downpour last Octo-
ber is passing their Club Engine on to another club member and 
will be engineless. He would like to acquire one with three crite-
ria, 5” gauge, ‘must have a tender’ and should be pretty service-
able! He is available at 01202 813 366 or email at  
ba.linger@mypostoffice.co.uk. 

P.S. He hinted at the GWR although we know not why! 

Gardens and Grounds 

It can be controversial to pick out just one member but let’s risk 
controversy and express our admiration and appreciation for a 
member who toils each week to keep the lawns, grounds, shrub-
bery and hedges to a standard that Kew Gardens would be proud 
of. He drives around on something like a small traction engine 
but it does not burn coal. He is occasionally tempted onto the 

other type of engine 
and does very well 
there too. He usually 
wears a hat over his 
eyes to attempt to be 
incognito but I think 
we can recognise 
Dave Wisdom, our 
Chief Gardener! 

 



 

December 2011  Page 10 

Meet a Member 

(introduced by John Barrett) 

John Barrett started a “Meet a Member” series when editing the 

newsletter and here is one that has not yet seen the light of day! 

 

If ever a member hid his light under a 
bushel, Jerry Lewis is one! We didn’t 
talk much about model engineering as 
there are many more facets to Jerry’s 
life that are just as interesting—some 
would say more interesting! I was fas-
cinated to hear about  his time in the 
RAF in the  Far East as an MT driver 
and his  short spell with the Air Minis-
try Constabulary; a very enjoyable 
time as a test driver for the military 
where he drove many weird and won-
derful devices (some more successful 
than others!);  life as an AA man on a 
motor bike; the passion for motorcy-
cles—an Indian built Enfield is in the 
garage together with a modern Suzuki 

650; sailing adventures –he still 
owns a Bembridge Scow, kept in the 
garden; London to Brighton Cycle 
ride for the British Heart Founda-
tion; model aircraft building and fly-
ing; 8 hours in powered microlites; 
paragliding;  MG Midgets (there is 
one in the garden) and the list goes 
on. An event he is particularly proud 
of was  taking part in the 2004 Enduro Rally in India where he 
rode an Indian built Royal Enfield 1000 miles through the Nilgiri 
Hills. He had to raise £3000 via sponsorship to get a place and 
this went to an Indian Hospice and a Wild Life Trust. 

Going back to ME, Jerry joined us for a brief spell in the 1970’s 
but returned to us last year. A welcome addition to the Club, 
Jerry enjoys getting involved and his welding skills might just 
come in useful with our current and future projects. He is also a 
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fully qualified motor mechanic, so a useful 
gent to know I think! Gerry has a small 
workshop tucked away in the corner of the 
garden, equipped with a decent lathe, a 
floor standing pillar drill, a WARCO bend-
ing, shearing and folding machine and 
enough supporting kit to tackle most jobs. 
There is a good sized milling machine in 
the garage where the bikes are kept. 
There are three locos: a 5” 03 Class Nar-
row Gauge Bo Bo Electric Shunter which 
he hopes to convert to petrol following a generous gift by Ralph 

Stockton of a Honda engine; a Stirling 
Single purchased from another mem-
ber which is about to receive a new 
boiler made by Steam Technology Lt 
(the same people who made my Brit 

TIG welded boiler. Ed.), and a part 
built 3 1/2” Schools Shunter ‘Roedean’ 
by LBSC.  Married to Jane, a teacher, 
they live in a quiet location in Park 
Gate. My grateful thanks for his  hos-
pitality and in particular the ginger-
bread men! 

John Barrett 

For Sale 
Alan Haymer is offering the following for sale. Myford Super 7 with 
gearbox and power cross feed, cabinet stand and drip tray. 
To include 3 jaw and 4 jaw chucks (Both Pratt Burnerd), Faceplates, 3 
and 4 way tool posts, Quick change tool post and other tooling.  
£1,600.00 ono 
 
And, various End Mills, slot drills and reamers (£2 to £5); Taps & Dies 
(£1 to £3); Expanding reamers (£5 to £15). Various hand tools, dial 
gauges, surface plate, angle plates, vices etc (£3 to £20).  
Silver solders and flux, Will accept reasonable offer. 
Wolf Portable saw bench, takes a hand held Skill saw £75.00 ono 
Router Table and router(1/2" shank) and approx 30 cutters £100.00 
ono. CALL ALAN 02380 618 768 
 

Please see pictures on Page 19 



 

December 2011  Page 12 

Out and About  
 

VINTAGE TRANSPORT IN THE ISLE OF MAN 
( continued from the previous newsletter article by Peter 

Cleare) 
 

The Island was once a thriving holiday destination with a railway 
system providing transport for many thousands of visitors. To-
day the Isle of Man Steam railway operated by the IoM govern-
ment is all that remains of that system, operating mainly as a 
tourist attraction from March to November. 

 The 3 feet gauge line runs from the main town, Douglas, and 
follows the South coast for 15 miles to Castletown, Port St. Mary 
and Port Erin with four other intermediate stations. The lines 
closed and dismantled ran from Douglas across the centre of the 
Island to Peel on the West side, with branches from St. Johns to 
Ramsey in the North and to Foxdale. 

The railway currently has five steam locos in operation out of the 
original fleet of around twenty five. Some are stored pending 
overhaul, the others were dispersed to museums or scrapped. 
Those operating are Beyer Peacock 2-4-0 tanks. 
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On our second day we travelled on the Steam Railway from 
Douglas as far as Port St. Mary where our coach picked us up to 
carry on around the Island. A spectacular mountain road took us 
to Peel where there is The House of Manannan museum portray-
ing the Island’s ancient history and industrial past, particularly 
regarding seafaring and fishing. The former Peel station building 
forms part of the museum building and a short section of re-laid 
line preserves the memory of the railway together with a sema-
phore signal and some station relics.  

From Peel our coach continued along the Manx TT course to 
Ramsey and along mountain roads back to Douglas. Our driver 
being a motorcyclist and TT race steward gave an interesting in-
sight into this form of transport, including the  200mph plus 
speeds reached on the narrow roads and braking points, and 
scrape marks on the roads and walls at tight bends where men 
and machines had been in contact. A barely discernable hump in 
the road can cause a bike to hop into the air, with the rider in 
control. (Not demonstrated with the coach).  The road crosses 
the Snaefell Mountain line at Bungalow station where we stopped 
to see a tram climbing up the line along the side of the glen from 
Laxey. 

The third day was devoted to the 3ft gauge Manx Electric Rail-
way which provides a regular service with historic tram style ve-
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hicles running seventeen miles along a spectacular coastal route 
from Douglas to Laxey and Ramsey. Our party had a chartered 
tram for the day consisting of a closed saloon driving vehicle and 
an open sided trailer. At the end of each run the driving car runs 
round the trailer for the return journey. For reversal, the trolley 
pole is swung round so that it always trails, even for the shortest 
shunting movement. 
  
From Douglas as far 
as Groudle a second 
single open sided tram 
was also hired to  run 
side by side on the 
double track, with one 
repeatedly overtaking 
the other and then 
dropping behind for 
photos on the run. At 
Groudle both did a 
side by side run by 
before the second car 
returned to Douglas.  
This involved much shunting and pole swinging which all was good 
fun. Continuing with the hired tram for the rest of the day we 
stopped for a photo run by at a point 500 feet high on the cliffs 
with a sheer drop to the shore below. 

 
A f -
t e r 
a 
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stop to look around Ramsey the return journey was broken at 
Laxey. Here we changed to the 3ft. 6in. gauge Snaefell Mountain 
railway which climbs for four miles up through Laxey Glen past the 
Lady Isabella Wheel and sites of abandoned mines, passing Bun-
galow Station before reaching the summit station at 2036 feet 
high.  
Building the line in 1895 took only seven months and we could ap-
preciate what a huge engineering achievement it was as for much 
of the route a shelf was cut into the solid rock. The views were 
spectacular for most of the way but at the top mists swirled 
around the mountain peak. Although braking on the descent today 
is by regenerative means the line was originally equipped with a 
central rail braking system. Unlike the Manx Electric vehicles cur-
rent collection is by a bow shaped pantograph. 
Returning from Laxey to Douglas another form of transport to be 
sampled is the horse drawn trams travelling along the promenade 
from their depot next to the Electric Railway. 

On the last day we returned to the Steam Railway for a journey on 
a special hired for our group as far as Castletown. Stops were 
made at two stations for photo run bys. From Castletown our spe-
cial returned to Douglas coupled to the rear of a service train, pro-
ducing the spectacle of a nine coach train leaving the station with 
a loco at each end. We went on by road to visit local attractions 
before reaching the rail terminus at Port Erin. A small railway mu-
seum next to the station has exhibits relating to the Island’s rail-
ways. A trip back to Douglas along the full length of the line con-
cluded our enjoyable and varied visit. ©Peter Cleare 2011 
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VÉLORAIL 
PEDAL-POWER RAIL TRANSPORT IN FRANCE  

by Neville Quick 
 
These pedal-powered rail carts run on selected disused railway 
tracks in France and are great fun. It’s not too physically exert-
ing and is a great way to see the countryside. 
The routes are generally 
short – I’m not sure of 
the actual distance, but 
we pedalled for 45 min-
utes to the end of the 
line before turning the 
cart round; we had a 
short break then set off 
again on the return leg. 
Although about 10 carts 
set off at 2 minute inter-
vals from the station, we 
soon got strung out and 
generally out of sight of 
the other carts. We went on the line at Condé-sur-Vire in Nor-
mandy which was through some lovely rural countryside. This 
route crossed over 2 country lanes but the road traffic definitely 
had priority over rail; it also crossed a truss bridge over the 
River Vire. We had plenty of jokes about what to do if a TGV 
came the other way! 
There are around 18 of these sites throughout France, so there 
is probably one near most holiday venues in France. I would love 
to see this concept in the UK, either on disused lines or on pre-
served railways when not in operation. However, I suspect it 
would never be allowed by our risk averse culture although it 
wasn’t in anyway dangerous unless you chose to do something 
stupid. 
As you can see from the pictures, the cart has 2 bicycle saddles 
on either side with independent pedal drive by chain to each of 
the 2 rear wheels. There was also a bucket seat behind which 
could seat another 2 people. My wife and I took turns at pedal-
ling on one side but made our teenage daughter pedal the other 
side for the whole journey! The braking was very crude but 
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worked OK – it was 
merely a push 
block pedal acting 
directly on the 
front wheel tread. 
T u r n i n g  w a s 
achieved by lifting 
the front of the 
cart up onto the 
portable red stand 
on which the whole 
cart was then bal-
anced and could 
then easily rotate. 
This type of vehicle would be great fun in the miniature gauges. 
For those of you who run 7¼ inch gauge, have a look at 
www.scalediversions.com  for a hand-cranked version. 
 

Llanelli Rally weekend by John Lloyd 
Thursday the 22 Sept June and I hitched up the caravan and left 
for Llanelli to visit the railway track of the Llanelli model engi-
neers site which is situated within the Pembrey country park, a 
journey of about 175 miles. We were joined by Dave Finn and 
his wife as we also went there last year and had a great time as 
they are a very friendly lot. We also had another friend of ours 
come along too, Rob Speare who is a member of the Newton Ab-
bot club and runs the web sight on all the Bullied models 
throughout the country and other parts of the world also, well 
worth a visit. www.bulleidlocos.org.uk   
 
We were parked right opposite the steaming area and the sta-
tion, very convenient on a hard standing to. The weather was a 
bit indifferent but it didn’t stop any of the enjoyment. We ran on 
all 3 days, Dave with his B1. I took my M/N and let Rob drive it 
most of the time as I’m not bothered too much myself. On the 
Saturday we had 18 goods wagons on the back which made 
things more interesting especially on the steep downhill ap-
proach to the station. 
They have a 3.5 and 5 inch raised track and 5 and 7.25 inch 
ground level track, the ground level track is a bit longer than the 
raised one. I wanted to have a go on the ground track but it was 
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such a work up getting from one track to another we gave up in 
the end and Dave didn’t bother either. 
The site and park are interesting as there is an enormous beach 
very near by with very flat sand. Last year they had sand yacht 
racing while we were there. We also all had a round of pitch & 
put in the park. The club also ran a traction engine rally at the 
same time complete with trade stands so there was plenty going 
on. There was also a rally of old cars and motor cycles very close 
to the track. 
Both tracks run around a huge mound with plenty of trees  grow-
ing out of it, apparently these mounds of which there are quite a 
few of are something to do with the fact that the whole site was 
used  during both wars to manufacture explosives and odd 
lengths of railway lines are still visible. 
Altogether an enjoyable weekend. 

Caption Competition 

We will keep the large lump of the best Yorkshire coal safe until 
the next issue while the Editor finds the captions sent into your 
competition. Watch out for the next issue!! 
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PICTURES OF ALAN HAYMER’S SALE ITEMS from Page 11 
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 Barbara Titley 01329 282 314   
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 Ralph Stockton 023 8049 3940   
Committee Member (Grounds)   
 David Wisdom 023 8057 3621   
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 Bill Richards   02380 422 307  07960 609 956  
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 David Goyder  023 8042 1201  07769 604 101  
Committee Member (Estates)  
 Tony Hoile 01489 877 07977 266 799  
Committee Member (Member at Large)   
 Ron Blizard 01794 367 891  07974 042 245      
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  { John Gardner 023 8078 3079  
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The Back Page 
What were you doing on 14 April 1962? 

And what will you be doing on 14 April 2012? 


