
The views and articles featured in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the committee, officers and members. 

 

 
    Vol. No 191 June 2007 

 Club Corner 
There will be no club meetings during June or August see diary for July 

June  16th/17th Sat/Sun  Open Weekend, hosted by Bournemouth & District Society 

 
July  8th    Sun   Twyford Waterworks Model Exhibition (Road  Vehicles) details to follow 
  11th    Wed   Mums And Toddlers from 10:00am 
  11th     Wed   Evening run and BBQ at track.    
  14th /15th Sat/Sun   Charity Weekend, hosted by North Wilts Society 
  21st /22nd Sat/Sun   Dreaming Spires Rally, hosted by City of Oxford Society 
   21st /22nd Sat/Sun  Guildford Model Exhibition and Rally 
 
August  12th Sun.    Charity Day & opening of new 16mm track, hosted by                                      

    Bournemouth & District Society                                                           
25th /27th Sat/Sun/Mon   Open Weekend, hosted by Harrow & Wembley Society 

 
Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
Westhouse Cottage,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Southhill, Droxford,  Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO32 3PB   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 

 

NEW Email ADDRESS 
For any other info email (southampton.me@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 

 

Club Regalia 
Anyone requiring a sweat shirt or polo shirt 

Please contact Mollie as another order is to be placed in the near future 
 
We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 
Available from Mollie Giles. 
 

Mum And Toddlers 
Wednesday 11th July 

 
 We have been asked to run the railway for the mums and toddlers again this year. I call this event the 
‘mum’s and toddlers’ which I know is not there title now in this political correct age, but when we started running 
for them that’s what they were called. After the children and there parents have left we shall carry on into the 
evening with a barbeque for members, as this would normally be our meeting night anyway so come along and 
eat botulism infested banger with a touch of dysentery burger both of course loaded with saturated fat and 
cholesterol just to keep you going!  
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Boiler Testing 

Paul Clarke 
The Southern Fed Have made Changes to the boiler test procedure for some boilers although I don’t believe it 
effects anyone in the Society at present. Printed below is the handout supplied by the Federation. 
 

The Examination & Testing of Miniature SteamBoilers (New Edition 2006) 

REVISION TO TEST CODE WITH REGARD TO SMALL BOILERS 
 
Page 3, paragraph 4 Introduction. Delete existing paragraph and replace with: 
 
Small boilers (i.e. boilers with a capacity of not more than 3.0 bar-litres) are exempted from the requirements of 
this code. However, it is recommended that small boilers be fitted with, at least, a safety valve and a pressure 
gauge and that these be tested every 12 months in order to ensure correct operation at the correct release 
pressure. The boiler and the pipework installation should also be checked at least every 12 months. 
 
Page 11, Section 10 Steam Test. Delete the whole section and replace with: 
 
10 Steam Test 
10.1 An examination under steam pressure shall be undertaken, a) before first placing the boiler into service, 

b) after every hydraulic test, and c) at intervals not exceeding fourteen months. 
 
10.2 The boiler shall be steamed and further examinations carried out as pressure is rising and whilst the boiler 

is at working pressure. 
10.3 Correct operation of the following items shall be verified: 
 

• Boiler water feeding arrangements by at least two independent means  
(hand pump, injectors, mechanical pump, etc.) 

 
• Pressure gauge 
 
• The water gauge(s) should be blown down and the water should be seen to 

recover to its level without delay. 
 

10.4 On boilers of less than 10 bar-litre capacity with a total internal volume not exceeding two (2) litres it is 
acknowledged that the provision of two independent means of water feed arrangement may not be 
possible. Therefore for the purpose of testing these boilers: 

 
a) One (1) means of water feed arrangement is acceptable. 
 
b) Water in the gauge glass must recover its level without delay following movement of the boiler. Water 
gauges fitted to boats whose boilers fall within this size category do not have to be capable of being 
blown down. 
 
c) The water gauge and pressure gauge should be clearly visible. 

 
10.5 The boiler shall then be steamed at maximum firing rate and with full blower operation. The test shall be 

continued for sufficient time as to allow the Inspector to be satisfied that stable conditions have been 
attained. The operation of the safety valves shall be checked to ensure that they operate at working 
pressure and that pressure does not rise by more than10% of the working pressure during safety valve 
operation 

 
(Rev1 - 01 March 07) 

 

 
Club Stores 
Bill Richards 

Please be reminded that the club holds a small stock of nuts bolts screws in the common model engineering 
sizes. Also in stock are stainless balls of various sizes. Silver solder ‘Easyflow’ no 2 in 1.6 mm sticks is also 
available. Please contact Bill Richards at the track most Sunday mornings from 10:00am. 
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My little reminder to boiler owners 
Paul Clarke 

May I bring it to the attention of Steam model owners requiring a boiler test, the paragraphs in the 
Southern Fed ‘Red Book’ 

 
 Paragraph 3.7 It is the responsibility of the owner to prepare the boiler for testing. For boilers which have 
been steamed the combustion spaces and surfaces should be thoroughly cleaned and all fire tubes brushed 
through. 
 Paragraph 3.8 Boiler inspectors undertake this duty on a voluntary non-commercial basis; all 
examinations and tests are carried out entirely at the discretion of the inspector. Inspectors are not under any 
obligation to test every boiler presented for certification, with particular regard to the principle that boiler inspectors 
certify boilers that they feel competent to test by virtue of their own experience. 
 Following on from the above, please make some attempt to ‘pre-test’ the boiler at home; where possible 
by using the hand pump fitted to the engine/boiler before presenting the aforesaid to the boiler testers. Pumping 
up the boiler to the safety valve set point will check for leaking clacks, regulator and the pressure gauge 
operation. We have found several pressure gauges reading faulty possibly due to the siphon/bourdon tube 
freezing during the winter lay up. Your help in these matters will make the boiler tester’s visit much less traumatic. 
Happy safe steaming. 
 
 

Milestones Exhibition 

 We have taken part in the inaugural model exhibition at the ‘Milestones museum’ Which was arranged by 
the museum curator Gary Wragg and our old Friends Malcolm Frost and John Steer Ex of MJ Engineering. The 
set up night on Friday saw a great deal of scurrying about by the exhibitors trying to unload cars and vans all at 
the same time with little or no thought for other exhibitors it would seem as vehicles were parked on the access 
ramp for what seemed like an age in some cases. We took on what appeared to be one of the larger exhibition 
spaces, which I think we filled very well considering we had a range of Stationary Engines from ‘hot air’ to a beam 
engine, Locomotives part built from ‘O gauge to 7¼”, finished locomotives 3½” to 7¼” plus an internal combustion 
loco for good measure. Outside we represented by the traction engine and Scamell lads. I should like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those who gave up their time to steward the exhibition over the two days also those who 
supplied the transport to and from Basingstoke for the majority of the models. It has been muted that the 
exhibition will run again next year ‘will we be there’. 
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Around the Club. 

 
The committee has met to finalise the purchase of the new storage container which by the time you read 

this should be in place and being used to help with the improvements to the running of the railway on Sunday 
afternoons and the general de-cluttering of both the club hut and the running shed as it is to be called the new 
container is for the storage of all things household i.e. mowers, petrol cans for garden tools, wheel barrows, 
brooms etc. It is also to be fitted with work benches so that we can carry out running repairs without the need to 
lump everything out from one container, then back in before packing up to go home. House keeping in the club 
will have to be smartened up if we are not to expand into this space and make it a mess and totally wreck the 
point of trying to organise the storage capabilities we will have on site. 

 
On a more sombre note the committee has decided to start charging for off site boiler tests. This is to try 

and inspire ‘members’ who run on either their own or other tracks to make use of our tracks more often. The 
charge will a mileage charge based on the mileage that the boiler inspector/ witnesses have to travel from home 
at the rate of 35p per mile.  
 
            The ‘Easter egg hunt’ run by the city council was a very good event for us gaining revenue for the club 
over the two days of the weekend. The efforts of the members who took part are much appreciated by the 
committee, as without the kind of support we received the annual subscriptions would have to rise. The next 
weekend saw us hold our annual ‘Open Weekend’ back after last year’s problems with the water main 
replacement in the park. To all the visitors we entertained many thanks for your attendance and pass the word 
that we are ‘back’. The following weekend saw us exhibiting at the ‘Milestones museum’ in Basingstoke were we 
covered all the disciplines of model engineering except internal combustion, from gauge one to seven and a 
quarter it was all there. All in all April was a success this year if not very hard work at times. In closing we have 
been approached to perhaps run the Southern Fed Rally for the autumn 2008 we shall discuss this at a later date. 
 
 We have received Newsletters from the following Societies/Clubs Chichester and District, Ascot 
Locomotive Society, Harrow and Wembley SME, Isle of Wight MES, Taunton’s ‘Oily Rag’. Many thanks to all of 
you. 

 
 
 

 
The following article has been lifted from the Bracknell Society Newsletter. 
 
 

READING TEST (No, not redding, reeding!) 

This came to us from Carillion Rail so we presume that it is part of that Company’s training.  Take your time and 
see if you can read each line aloud without a mistake.  The average person over 40 years of age can't do it! 

1. This is this cat 

2. This is is cat 

3. This is how cat 

4. This is to cat 

5. This is keep cat 

6. This is an cat 

7. This is old cat 

8. This is twit cat 

9. This is busy cat 

10. This is for cat 

11. This is forty cat 

12. This is seconds cat 

Now go back and read the third word in each line from the top down. 
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Exbury trip May Meeting 
 We again visited the railway at Exbury Gardens by kind permission of the staff there. The outlook for the 
evening was not good as we seemed to have been in a damp patch of weather for most of the week previous. 
However twenty eight people had a ride on the railway later followed by a much extended ride covering most of 
the track at least twice. On a more pleasant note the blooms were probably at there best that we have seen the 
hot period before had brought on species that would normally flower later in the summer. After a cup of coffee or 
tea most people made there way home earlier than usual just as a light shower took place. Many thanks to the 
staff of the railway who give of there time for us every year it would seem. 
 

Delivery of the New Container 
Wednesday 2nd May 
 The new container has arrived and has landed on the concrete plinth meant for the lean to workshop that 
never quite happened for a variety of reasons. The first thing required to do was the removal of the raised 
steaming bay that had been left in the middle of the plinth. This proved to be the most obnoxious lump of concrete 
known to man. To say it was hard would an understatement after attacking it with sledge hammers a two stroke 
breaker which only drilled holes in the b****** thing, Chairman Tony got one of his ‘boys’ in with a road drill and 
compressor. The saying ‘they don’t make’um like that anymore’ springs to mind. The date was set for the 2nd of 
May luckily for us the weather held out and the ground could hardly have been better. On the night before I placed 
the Police cones at the entrance of riverside road to leave room for the articulated lorry and HIAB lorry to get 
access to the site. Question ‘does the average driver take any notice of police cone as opposed to ordinary traffic 
parking cones’ answer not if it suits them to park their because ‘I always park here’. Still we managed to get the 
Lorries down the road and onto the site without much trouble, thanks to the marshals posted to keep the area 
clear. After protecting the 7¼” track the HIAB crossed into the inner track area and positioned between the 
turntable and the plinth. I began to wonder if the gap left was going to be big enough to squeeze the artic with the 
container on into the gap left all went well until the container had been lifted and preparations were made to 
remove the artic away from under the container. The trailer slipped off the side of the plinth which meant it inter 
locked with the leg of the HIAB holding the container aloft. After shunting to and fro on blocks we managed to 
extract the artic from its position. Lowering the container onto the plinth was uneventful and we soon had a secure 
container on site ready to be put into service. 
 Many thanks must go to Dave Rope who supplied the container and transport facilities. The council Parks 
Department for allowing us use of the Riverside road access gate which saved the club having to crane the 
container in. Last and by no means least to PC Andrew Cole who supplied the cones and licence to use them. 
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Den and Ron,s European Escapades 
From the pen of Den Hoad. 

 
 I asked Den to relay his trip to the continent this year. ed 

As discussed this morning I will try and give you a short account of Ron's and my trip over the channel 
with my Hunslet and running at 3 tracks. I will mention here that the weather was lovely and fine the whole time 
we were away, in fact quite warm at times. 

Ron and I managed to get the earlier boat than we had booked from Dover to Dunkerque and had an 
uneventful trip to Tournhout, 40 miles n/e of Brussels, booked into our motel about 5 miles south of the track. 
About 6 pm we went to the track and found one of there members attending to the points and several others 
appeared at intervals and out came the coffee etc. We unloaded during the evening although Allan, and Sonia 
Phillips, Alan Priest and David Jerome, Keith and Ngaire Barnes had already been and unloaded there loco's. 

Next day we arrived about 9 and had a leisurely morning as they did not start running until the Saturday 

afternoon. Before running started they officially named Sonia's 08 that Alan had built. The main running was on 

the Sunday and the public really came out.  
On the Saturday evening the Turnhout members entertained the Brits at a 4 star hotel in the town and it 

was very gratefully accepted. 
On the Monday we went to Eindhoven but the Phillips and DAF factory museums were closed so as we 

took our bikes we rode up a canal. 
We moved on the Tuesday and visited the Dutch National Railway museum on the way; it is well worth a 

visit. It had altered from what I remember of it when Pauline and I visited about 10 years ago when we took the 
Hunslet to 3 tracks over there. 
Ron had booked us a B&B at Zandvoort and on the Wednesday a member of the 7.1/4” club met us and took us 
to the nationally preserved pumping station at Cruquis for a personal conducted tour and behind the scenes. Well 
worth seeing if you are ever in the area. In the afternoon we took the Hunslet to a children's play park, the likes I 
have not seen in England and we should have them, it may save a lot of the trouble the teenagers create. 
They have a track around the site with a branch cutting across a corner which goes over a bridge over a dyke. A 
description of the site really needs a separate chapter all of its own. 

On the Thursday we spent the day on the canals of Amsterdam and again that warrants another chapter. 
We moved on to our next B&B at Scheveningen on the Friday after unloading the loco at the Den Haag track. 
It was their International Steam weekend 3 day event and Exhibition as it was their Queens birthday and every 
thing closes on the Sunday and Monday. Again, our 3 day stay was most entertaining and eventful again to long 
to tell here.  

After saying our good byes ,we left and made our way home very early on the Tuesday  morning and 
again caught the earlier boat than we had booked after a most packed and enjoyable 10 days, Ron and I have 
taken many pictures, not only of the tracks we visited but also towns and sites etc which may, if anyone is 
interested make a talk for the winter unless you are bored. I can’t wait until the next visit,  
 
Den. Hoad. (Member of the Wednesday Wrinkly club.)(Saga) 
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