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Club Corner  

 

25th March  A.G.M. Commencing at 7.30pm Prompt 

29th March  First days passenger hauling of the Season 

4th/5th April  Two Day Spring Event 

8th April  ÒAn Up to date AccountÓ - By a member of the ÔLord Nelson TrustÕ 

25th April  Special Invitation to Southampton and Chichester Societies to visit Isle of 

Wight track 

13th May  ÒThe Big BangÓ A very interesting talk by our member Frank Webb 

10th June  Outside visit to the Mid Hants Railway (Ropley) 

20th June   Club outing to the West Somerset Railway (phone Monica for Details) 

27th June  Waterside Gateway ClubÕs annual visit to track 

8th  

July  Donnington Show 96-97 and Crich Tramway museum slide by Paul Clarke 

11th/12th July  Shedfield Show Two day portable track and Traction engine event 

18th/19th July  Guildford Steam Rally 

24th-26th July  Netley Marsh Steam Rally Portable track and model exhibition    

8th August  Fun day for everyone at Riverside plus annual Barbecue start 10.00 am 

12th August  R.N.L.I. A talk and film. 

15th August  Club Outing - ÓNewburyÓ Canal and visit to ÔFolly FarmÕ Hungerford  

   Please phone Monica for details. 

  

All meetings are held at The Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne, 

Southampton. 

On the second Wednesday each month at 8.00pm. 
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             Chairman    Secretary              Editor 

         Mr D. G.Batt                                Mrs M.J. Batt                                 

Mr Paul Clarke. 

 46 Vespasian Road 46 Vespasian Road 28 Conifer Road 

 Bitterne Manor Bitterne Manor Coxford 

 Southampton Southampton Southampton 



 SO18 1AZ SO18 1AZ SO16 5FX 

  

 Editorial Note  

 The success or failure of this newsletter is down to you the membership of the Society. It 

would be sad to admit that a Ôpremier societyÕ as we described ourselves when justifying the 

seven and a quarter track expenditure, could only come up with a list of dates for club meetings 

on a single side of A4. Apart from the Chairman and Secretary reports only the Treasurer have 

submitted articles for this newsletter. Robin Wallace Simms will be pleased to know that I am 

makin 

g headway in transposing his article for later inclusion. And then the cupboard is bare. Have the 

membership become Trappist monks, or have you all just been doing the decorating! 
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Chairman and SecretaryÕs Chat 

 

 It does not seem possible that in another six weeks we shall be starting the 1998 

passenger running season. The Christmas buffet was a great success and the caterers have been 

booked again.  

 Although we had some very heavy showers during the morning of ÔFrost BiteÕ (what a 

difference from last years bitterly cold weather) we did have a lot of support from members and 

visitors alike: with fourteen locos running during the day. Thanks to write-ups in our local news 

paper we were kept very busy in the afternoon with members of the public taking t 

he opportunity to come out for a breath of fresh air, as soon as the rain stopped.  

 The two day event  4th/5th April will be on a smaller scale to last yearÕs Ôspecial 

weekendÕ nevertheless we extend a warm welcome to everyone to attend, with locos or just as a 

spectator. We shall of course have the refreshment marquee open throughout the weekend. 

 This year we have been given a special invitation to visit the Isle of WightÕs track on 

Saturday the 25th of April. The invitation has also been extended to the Chichester Society. As 

we passenger haul on Sundays we have not been able to support the Isle of WightÕs ÔOpen 

DaysÕ and it is only thanks to Merlin going ever year, that we havenÕt completely let the side 

down. We hope to be joined by lo 

ts of Southampton Members on this occasion. 

 Saturday 20th June is the first of our club outings to the West Somerset Railway Further 

details from Monica, seats are still available. The Waterside Gateway Club will be paying their 

annual visit to the track on Saturday 27th June. I do hope that we shall have lots of locos and 

help again as we have had in previous visits to the track. I shall give a reminder nearer the date. 

In July we have a two day portable track and traction event at the Shedfield Show , surely it 

canÕt rain as much as it did in July 96!! Of course we also have the Guildford Steam Rally in 

July followed by the three day Netley Marsh Steam Rally. This is a portable track and model 

engineering event. 

 August 8th is the clubÕs ÔFun DayÕ at the track, ending the 

! day with the annual barbecue. We are still waiting for suggestions as to how you would like the 

day to take shape, Please talk to any of the committee if you have any thoughts on this. 

 The week after the ÔFun DayÕ is the second club outing, a horse drawn barge trip on the 

Newbury Canal followed by an afternoon visit  to Folly Farm, further details from Monica seats 

still available. 



 26th September we have another portable track event at the Shakespeare Road Infant 

School, this was a really fun afternoon out for all of us who attended last yearÕs event. 

 We have had several Sundays completely washed out this winter so we still have 

maintenance jobs to be carried out, if this lovely February weather continues over the next few 

weeks we should finish the majority of them. 

 We would like to o 

gffer our congratulations to Karen (who is on duty every Sunday in the ticket office) and Rob 

Tall another member of our Society on the occasion of their marriage on Sunday  15th February. 

On Valentines Day our track Marshall Òyoung DaveÓ proposed to Gwen and was accepted, our 

congratulations to you both. 

 At long last I enclose the Paper re the N.T.E.T. discs as discussed in the December 

newsletter, I have only just received the copy from the Southern Fed. 

 I look forward to seeing you all during the season whether at the track or on club outings. 

Monica and Dave 

 

850 ÔLord NelsonÕ 850 

 

The Lord Nelson Trust require Brica Brac Items to sell at car boot sales.  

To raise funds for the restoration of this locomotive. 

All items can be collected. 

Please Contact Carol Brakewell 01703 323715  
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Notes from the Committee Meetings 

Supplied by Ron Bray 

Matters Arising 

60 Paving slabs laid, 60 still to be purchased. 

 55 People attended the Christmas buffet,  It was most successful! 

 Container plans overlooked by the Council, Council apologised. 

 Point covers are back and fitted (7ù) 

 Vacuum cylinders completed, Secretary to write and thank members concerned 

 Frost Bite was successful, at least 90 members in attendance, Donations of £109.43 

collected. 

Correspondence 

 Letter from Ted Jolliffe (editor M.E.) thanking Society for trying to do the 7ù I.M.L.E.C. 

 Newsletters received from Harrow and Wembley, Southern Fed, Birmingham, Guildford  

   and Brighton. 

 Offer received from David Goyder to collate and print the Newsletter 

TreasurerÕs Report 

 Draft copies of accounts for 1997 handed out. In light of preliminary figures the proposal 

to increase   fares has been held back. 

 £50.00 from sales of stores handed to treasurer. 

 Monies paid to Planning Office, re-container fo 

r storage, British Legion, Andrews (xmas buffet    caterers),Rodgers Demolition 

(paving slabs), TreasurerÕs expenses, G.P.O., and frost bite expenses. 

Membership Secretary 



 81 Members paid to date 

Social Secretary 

 33 Names on both lists for coach outings. 

General Track Notes 

 Track fixings on order. Points covers have been dealt with. 

 Re-gauging of raised track will be done when there is a larger workforce present. 

A.O.B. 

 The cooking marquee only to be erected this year for the two day event. ÔJust the 

TicketÕ West    Surrey Preservation Society and MJ Engineering to be invited at no 

charge to them. 

 The present committee has agreed to stand for next year if elected, except the Assistant 

Track    Marshall, Pete Howarth, who has decided to stand down. 

 

Club Meeting Round-up 

January  

 Saw the membership entertained to a most informative talk from the Eling Tide Mill 

Trust.  The earliest tidal mill in operation on its origina 

l site in this country and possibly Europe. The quantity and quality of information given to us, 

was put over in a most relaxed and entertaining way by the speaker, Mrs Joyce Kemish.  Whilst 

taking us on an imaginary walk around the area using slides both from archive sources and 

present day view points, it was possible to see how the area had not really changed much over 

the years. She  injected little tasty snippets of local characters to keep the members interested 

throughout. At the end of the evening she got a well deserved round of applause from the 

members present. 

 

February 

 The A1 Project (Tornado) was this months subject. And Mr Bob Alderman came along to 

entertain the members with a slide show, charting the progress of the project so far. From 

conception to the moving of the frames to the Darlington works where the locomotive is to be 

built. A good turn out for this meeting nearly forty members in attendance. 
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The London M 

odel Engineers Gathering 

Held at the Lea Valley Leisure Centre 

By the Editor 

 This was my first exhibition for some time where I was not expecting to get dirty ! 

Having scoured back issues of the newsletter, the London Exhibition arranged by Tee Publishing 

seemed to be worth a closer look. After an uneventful journey from Southampton, we bumped 

into some more members at the South Mimms Services on the M25 having a cup of coffee 

before the short trip onto the exhibition itself. On arrival it seemed as though we were not going 

to be able to park. It was the opening day of the movie Titanic as well as the other events at the 

leisure centre. A space was found and we went off to find the queue to get in! There wasnÕt one. 

Straight in and no waiting about. Once inside it was obvious why there was no queue to get in, 



everyone was already in! And at first sight it looked to be packed to the roof with bodies. The 

Steam Hall was laid out in much the same style as Don 

nington, using the same exhibition stands, showing off the models to thier best advantage being 

tiered on three levels. Seeing some of the lower placed models took a fair amount of patience. 

But model engineers tend to be blessed with good manners, and so there was little pushing and 

shoving. Why do normally sensible people take very small children to these places, it can be no 

fun to look at coat tails and trouser legs all day? Most of the usual trade stands were in evidence 

at this event and some who seem not to have transferred from Stoneleigh to Donnington; 

probably caused more by the logistics in getting enough stock up to Donnington to last for the 

whole week than anything else. The other Hall given over to boats and aircraft was perhaps less 

of interest to steam modellers, but I found it interesting to see the scale boats and the vintage 

aircraft club stands. It is very apparent that these chaps will use modern technology long before 

us s 

team fellows, the size, power and control of modern electric motors is something to behold. On a 

down note the catering at the centre seemed to be completely overwhelmed by the hungry model 

engineering fraternity, who ate them out of house and home at every sitting. This brings me 

nicely on to the lack of places to rest ones weary bones! Only a few chairs were seemingly made 

available to the event, which seems to attract older members of the hobby fraternity. I know that 

extra chairs would take up exhibition space used by models! But  there must be somewhere in a 

place of such size that we could have been directed to.  

 

The Internet Blobs Squiggles and Technophobia 

By the Editor  

Whilst sat pondering what to fill this space with, the only thing left in the spare stuff folder, for 

me to print is a long and interesting piece by Robin Wallace-Simms, on optimising the simple 

slide valve engine, with which I am having some problems in reproducing the diagrams. I 

m using an AutoCAD13 drawing package which will design formula one racing cars, (but not 

with my brain in charge of it) it struck me as a good idea to see what other frustrated newsletter 

editors fill these empty spaces with. So having a computer with an internet connection I decided 

to Ôsurf the netÕ for ÔfillerÕ articles. The Internet uses Ôsearch enginesÕ which troll through 

miles of drivel to find what you are looking for hopefully! The first attempt using the search 

ÔmodelsÕ came up with some very interesting little ditties from all over the world, but not what 

you would call steamy or were they! Then as lightening surely reaches ground try Ômodel 

engineeringÕ alas not a single reply came to the screen, ah well, just one more try then Ôsteam 

modelling' success at last I can now tell you all you wanted to know about the intricacies of 

building six mega watt power station turbines in theory that is! ItÕs time to try the button that 

has the word help written o 

n it. It quite rightly suggests that I should try Ôrecreation, modelsÕ well here goes!  oh no! 

weÕre back to those little ditties again. In desperation I try typing in Ômodels recreationÕ and 

get a list of plastic surgeons who will transform my life for few quid. I have since found out that 

you donÕt need to be a brain specialist to get answers from the Internet, but about five years old 

and have a higher degree in video recorder setting (I am sure that Amy can already work ourÕs 

at just ten months). Joking aside for the minute I did find a program written by a chap in 

Australia which is supposed to help in the design of valve gears (shame that Robin didn't no the 

chap)! There is a wealth of knowledge out there waiting to be tapped into if you can find it. I 

hope in the fullness of time to review some of the sites. As there are some thirty five thousand of 



them on the Web, blank spaces should be a thing of the past. Well, I have filled this page. 
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