
 
    Vol. No 163 September 2000                Club Corner 
 
8th October Last day’s running at Track 
11th October My work as a jeweller – a talk by Bill Badcock 
8th November Tallylyn Railway – talk by Peter Kent-Mason. 
12th November POPPY APPEAL RUN at track 10.00-3.00. 
13th December Annual Christmas Buffet. £2.50/head. 
 

All meetings are held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 
 

For Sale 
7¼” Gauge G.W.R 13XX 

Tank Loco 
Air Tested Chassis 

Steel Boiler 
Some plate work Complete. 

£1850 ONO 
Tel Pete Howarth on 02380 369454 or 07884467333 mobile 

 
 
Editorial 
 I have received two letters remarking that the Society seems to have missed the opportunity to 
mention the IMLEC contestants. I can only say that for myself I have not been upset or miffed by this. 
The other two members who competed were entered as private entries and just so happened to be 
society members. I think I can speak for the three of us, and say that ‘it is the taking part that matters 
and not the winning’. Having said that it was great to see Bill Dwyer’s face when he realised that he had 
won the 3½” competition. I think that Brian Collyer was very pleased to find out just how much the 
‘Gresley’ will move when the chips are down.  Apart from a stuck clack which could have wrecked his 
run on the last lap!    
 

 
Copy for the December Newsletter to be sent, handed/thrown at me at the November meeting please 

you may also email me at,     newsletter@tesco.net 
 
 

Chairman      Secretary    Editor 
Mr D. G. Batt      Mrs M. J. Batt   Mr Paul Clarke 
46 Vespasian Road     46 Vespasian Road   28 Conifer Road 
Bitterne Manor     Bitterne Manor   Coxford 
Southampton      Southampton   Southampton 
SO18 1AZ      SO18 1AZ    SO16 5FX 
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Chairman and Secretary's Chat 
 

By the time you get this newsletter we will only have another two or three weeks left for the 
season. 

Our special needs friends had a wonderful time at the track and we received two ‘thank you’ 
cards, one from Bonhomie and the other from Westwood and they also sent us a picture to hang in the 
clubhouse. We only had ONE shower of rain that lasted all of ten minutes then it was back outside for 
more fun. 
 Due to a breakdown in communications the members from Bonhomie didn’t arrive till the 
afternoon but we certainly made up for lost time. As soon as they finished eating they were treated to a 
very SPECIAL trip. Jim’s Royal Engineer was coupled up with FIVE trolleys and the Bonhomie visitors 
were helped onto them and NINETEEN adults and one child went for a very long ride. The only 
disappointment no one had a CAMERA.  
 The Southampton Parents and Toddlers were entertained once again at the track and I believe 
some 160 families were present.  
 The Club outing to Swanage this year and those of us who went had thoroughly enjoyable day. 
When Dave returned to the coach he had a chat with Jim who said what a wonderful day he had had. 
His exact words were “What a day – I’ve been for a ride on the railway, walked around a miniature 
village with my great grandson, eaten fish n’ chips out of paper sat on the beach and followed this up 
with a sped boat ride round Swanage harbour”. Talking to everyone the next day they all said how well 
they had slept – it had to be the “sea air”. 
 Our fun day took place the following Saturday – Dave and I were at a wedding the report will be 
from Ron later in the newsletter. 
 We reported that we would be doing TWO portable track events over one weekend. 
 The Saturday one was held at Goatie beach – by the Eling tide mill – and it was very well 
supported by the public. So as not to come unstuck like we did at St James School in May – we had 
Ron’s loco and John Lockyers and Steve Titleys was on a stand which created a lot of interest. The 
children thought it was amusing because Ron’s whistle couldn’t be used as it tended to stick for half an 
hour or more – John Used his whilst the loco was ticking over on the track. They took it in turns to run 
during the day and the children realised how heavy the loco’s were because it took FOUR of our guys 
to lift Ron’s loco off the track so that John could run his forward ready to run. The club did very well at 
this event and the six of us had a very enjoyable day. 
 The Sunday event was for EMMA the little girl we have already told you about who has infantile 
Battens Disease. 
 Our track raised £105 and the total sum raised was £4300 - Emma’s family were completely 
overwhelmed, as they were hoping that they might raise £1000. This money will certainly be put to good 
use as the special bed she needs costs £1000 and a special swivel seat to get her in and out of a car 
costs £800 - these are just two of the things that Emma needs to help make her life a little bit easier. 
Her mother came across thanking everyone for taking the trouble to bring the track because she 
realised that we don’t normally do this on a Sunday. The rest of the team was operating at Riverside as 
usual. 
 I would like to thank all of our members who have given up their time to help us on these special 
occasions both at the track and on outside events – without your help we would not be able to give so 
much pleasure to so many people – THANK YOU. 
 I still haven’t had anyone taking up the challenge of being Social Secretary – I will NOT be doing 
it from the AGM so someone had better offer to do it or you won’t have a Diary of Events next year 
 The ball is in your court. 
 Track maintenance will still be carried out as soon as passenger running has stopped – first cup 
of tea is at 10.00 o’clock every Sunday morning 
 
MONICA Secretary 
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Watch this space! 
From Paul Clarke 

At the time of going to press three of our members will have taken part in this years I.M.L.E.C. 
This was held at the Leyland Societies track at Worden Park.  We have been allocated runs adjacent to 
one another with me going first with the ‘Brit.’ (run 9). To comply with the Leyland society rules the 
engine will have to be fitted with a spark arrestor. I have yet to make this item let alone test it. I do know 
that an arrestor of the type reviewed in the ME is unsuitable for the ‘Brit.’, so it looks as though the 
graceful lines of Mr Riddles Pacific are to be modified by a glorified tea strainer on top of the chimney!  
In a general clean up and look over I decided to clean the pop safety valves and that’s when the trouble 
started. On close inspection of the seats it was found that the counter bored section that forms the 
upper part of the valve was very close to parting off the body from the thread. On consulting with Mr J 
Ewins articles in Engineering in Miniature (Vol, 4) it was also found that the clearway area in the valve 
top nut was very close to the limit. So I undertook the job of making two new safety valves. Machining 
the valves caused no problems at all as the necessary ‘D’ bit for the ball seat etc was already made. 
The valve top nut was redesigned to comply with Mr Ewins suggestions. After they were finished it was 
of to Merlin Biddlecombe’s house to try them on his test boiler. It was found that they took an eternity to 
shut once open. After much tweaking and no great improvement, Merlin suggested rewinding the 
springs, this done the valves performed perfectly. The problem was that the spring ends were not 
formed properly. They had no chance to push truly on the valve spindle. Pushing the ball off centre at 
one end and rubbing the spindle against the top nut at the other. 
 The aforementioned tea strainer has been made up from a tea strainer from the Kitchen Reject 
shop. At 60p each a handful was purchased for research purposes. A small brass block was made to 
clamp onto the smoke box lamp iron with two holes for the handle of the tea strainer to fit into. The 
edge of the tea strainer that normally fits on the far edge of the cup was mechanically challenged to 
support the rear end of the spark arrestor! All that is left to do is to scientifically set the area required for 
the smoke to escape but not the sparks! A poke with a blunt scriber (every workshop has one) soon 
completed the chore. After extensive testing (two hours) at the Riverside Park test track, under cover of 
utmost secrecy, i.e. early on a Sunday morning. Final development included a coat of heatproof paint. 
 So with the ‘Brit.’ boxed up we set off North, having first had all my jabs and passport up dated. 
What a reception people to help with everything. I should imagine that every member of the Leyland 
society had a duty to perform. And perform they did! We were treated like Royalty from start to finish. 
The Worden Park facilities are to say the least impressive all brick built buildings no lifting of rolling 
stock.  

It was very interesting to weigh the engine on a weigh bridge it transpired that the rear coupled 
wheels had ten pounds less weight on them than the other drivers. A quick twiddle with a socket 
spanner to increase this by guestimation about half a turn on the spring pins. Unfortunately I had no 
chance to go back on the weighbridge to see if I had been right. 
 When it became my turn to perform I was introduced to my observer who asked how many 
passengers I required. “Six” I said manfully hoping that the weather would hold as the earlier runs had 
been plagued with rain. On lighting up the hand pump clack stuck! a swift clout with the shovel (3½” 
gauge not number six) taught it some manners. I presume that the ball had become dislodged during 
the trip north. Steam was duly raised and some precious coal was added to the fire approximately ten 
minutes before my allotted time this drew gasps from those watching. I knew that the ‘Brit.’ needed a 
solid fire at the start of my run as there would be enough to think about without having to get coal in that 
small fire hole door. The first shock was to find that I had to use most of my skill just to get to the start. 
The passenger bogies seemed very heavy and I thought that I had over estimated the pulling power of 
the ‘Brit.’. Still the start was down hill and some of the 5” boys had not really tried to see what their 
engines were capable of. On got my six passengers and off we went down the hill would we ever come 
back up again! Climb we did slowly and not very elegantly lots of spinning wheels but we were still 
going forwards. Back to the start line time to shut off for the downhill run to the steaming bays. Time to 
fire up and see if the injector would work? Back up the hill in a little more control than the first attempt 
and it was obvious that any chance of linking up was out off the question. By the third lap things had 
settled down and I let the engine get on with it, only to find that my right foot was getting wet the axle 
pump bypass pipe had come off. I put it back on during the climb back to the start, this happened on 
several occasions when the engine broke into a slip. By twenty-five minutes I had cracked it well and 
truly and even had the nerve to ask the observer if I could have a cup of tea. He radioed but nothing 
turned up! Just as well really ‘I don’t drink tea’. I only used the injector twice as the axle pump was 
doing a good job. Throughout the trial the engine worked better than I knew it could. I think that I had 
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 taken as heavy a load as the engine would handle, we would never have been stopped for speeding at 
any point in fact the highest speed that I saw on the Speedo was just over eight mph.  Strangely the 
rolling stock seemed to be free running when loaded. 
 Having finished my run it was time to watch Brian disappear off to do his thing, apparently he 
had shovelled vast amounts of charcoal into the ‘Gresley’ during his lighting up time. I believe that Bill 
Dwyer had said ‘get the engine as hot as you can before you start’. Brian set off with his train and 
apparently had the same trouble as myself with the run up to the station. His run seemed pretty calm 
from the steaming bay area. As I was weighing in my unburned coal and tidying up, Bill was lighting up 
the A4 ready for his run. On his return to the steaming bays Brian was well pleased with his run, as he 
had beaten the Winson ‘kit’ Britannia. On his last lap he had a bit of a fright, one of the boiler feed 
clacks stuck. With the best part of a lap to do he resorted to a swift clang with the firing shovel, hey 
presto clack shuts and carry on. He must have timed his firing very well, as when he returned to the 
steaming bay he didn’t have enough puff left to push his train back into the siding. 
 Bill Dwyer had prepared his engine on the steaming bay, connected up to his train, and to the 
dismay of his observer shovelled the entire bag of coal (1kg) into the firebox of the A4. He set of at a 
cracking pace taking the same load as myself but his loco is heavier. Some twenty-five minutes into his 
run he came to a stand on the track apparently he had forgotten to fire since his start. He stood for 
seven minutes and forty five seconds (eight minutes is the maximum) he recovered enough steam to 
end his run. And go to the top of the leader board in the 3½” category. Who knows what his efficiency 
would have been if he had kept up the pace that he had set for the full half hour. 
 It only remains for me to say what a great event we all had. I should like to express my sincere 
and hearty thanks to all at the Leyland Society from the car park attendants to the club president for 
organising such a superb event in this the millennium year.  
 
 

Return visit to the Manor Railway & South Downs Light Railway 
Gauge 10¼” 
By Don Cottle 

 This year the annual Fete at the Scope special needs school at Ingfield Manor was to be on the 
18th June and as it was two years since our last visit we decided to repeat it. 
 Some of the original members remained, but half had left to form the South Downs Light 
Railway in a nursery at Stopham, just outside Pulbourgh and about six miles away. 
 The railway at Ingfield was owned by Lyn Stratton who had been running the railway since the 
death of her husband seven years ago despite the loss of members and some loco’s she had managed 
to assemble a good selection with the aid of friends. 
 The finest was a BR Standard class four (4-6-0) No 75080 built in 1992. This was now based at 
Stopham, but had returned for the day. Also present was a ‘Lion’ (0-4-2) built at Southsea railway and 
finished at Netley by E, Hudell, who currently operates at Bognor, following its sale. 
 Also present was a 0-6-0T ‘Titan’ which formerly ran at Carshalton Hospital Railway. An 4-4-0T 
open cab Metropolitan, and 0-4-2 Tender Loco (which I last saw running as a 2-4-2) were brought down 
by Joe Powell and friends from Aston Keynes. This loco was called ‘Marjon’ and one of his friends had 
spent two weeks before hand helping to get the railway in good order, and bring the loco’s down 
between times 
 The steam outlined electric locos were also present but not used. 
 On this occasion I walked the whole line which was double the length of the section being used 
on the day for passengers./ It climbed quite steeply through the woods where there were two other 
stations and wouldn’t be used until the public had left later in the day. 
 On the day, the terminal station had an engine shed. It was nice compact layout, with turntable, 
and sidings. The shed contained a 4-4-0Midland Compound that wasn’t being used. The shed at the 
other end of the line was empty everything being in use, or outside. 
 A minor female TV personality who I believe was on children’s programs opened the fete. Also 
as last time, Dame Vera Lynn made a visit and when we left the public and pupils poured in and I hope 
they had a good day. 
 After a lunch stop, at a pub on the run down to Pulbourgh. We arrived at the nursery garden 
centre that was now the home of the South Downs Light Railway. 
 The railway had formerly been 7¼” gauge, and a number of helpers were relaying the track to 
10¼” gauge on the inside loop, so trains were doing extra laps on the main circuit instead, 
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 The loco, hauling this day was an LMS Class 5 4-6-0 in crimson. Its number was 5156 ‘Ayrshire 
Yeomanry’ and it had an interesting past, having started life at Lowestoft, before spending twenty years 
on two lines in Scotland coming south later. 
 On shed was a ‘Royal Scot’ No 46100 4-6-0, and an LMS 2-6-0 No 13245, A Hymek diesel, and 
a 4-4-4-4 LNER outline tender loco built in 1908. I am informed this was formerly Ex-Surrey Border and 
Camberly Railway at one time. 
 With three other locos (one of which is a King Arthur Class 4-6-0) located elsewhere, once 
completed this will be a very interesting place to visit. The day of our visit was very hot (unusual this 
year) also they were not very busy and had plenty of time to talk about their new site and its rolling 
stock. 
 Because my wife is a keen gardener this was one railway she didn’t mind visiting. However on 
the way home I overlooked a visit to the Pullman cars now located at the former railway station at 
Petworth. We must have passed them by about half a mile so for me the day was only a 90% success 
but there is always next time! 
 The loss of so many members and locos from Ingfield to Stopham is quite serious in an area like 
this, as they are so close together. Despite several others coming in, it seems Ingfield is relying on 
friends from further afield who are not getting any younger and has less help than it needs. The others 
who left now get more public running at Stopham  
 

Harrogate Exhibition 2000 

By John Lloyd 
We left our Bed and Breakfast accommodation at approx. 9.45am to take the apparently easy 

and short drive to the showground where the exhibition was being staged. Needless to say we got lost 
but some precise directions from a friendly BT engineer soon got us back on the right road. We finally 
arrived at the showground, which is a massive complex nearby to a very long and elegant railway 
viaduct, which must have been at least ½ mile long. 

We joined a small queue as the doors had only just opened. The hall that is normally the flower 
exhibition hall is about the size of the one at Donnington but with an annex on one side which housed 
some trade stands and the model boat part of the exhibition. Merlin and I worked or way around the 
outer trade stands first and than up and down the centre trying not to miss anything. Even that for up 
country we still saw quite a few familiar faces and a lot of the usual trade stands which shows how far 
some of the dealers are prepared to travel!  
 There were quite a few loco exhibits and quite a few club stands all from up country. Merlin 
spent a considerable amount of time looking at all the Britannia locos, about six or more, trying to find 
some up till then elusive information. He findly met the builder of one of the locos who supplied him with 
the necessary info. 
 I was interested in a 5” gauge ‘Merchant Navy’ very well built but unpainted. It was only after 
looking at it for a few minutes that Merlin noticed that there was no boiler under the completed boiler 
and firebox casing! There were though very few traction engines although there were about a dozen 
outside in steam, running around the site. 
 One thing that fascinated me though where three models of hydraulic powered excavators two 
of them radio controlled. I asked the builder who was demonstrating them what sort of hydraulic pump 
he used expecting some thing quite exotic only to be told that the pump was two ‘Mecano’ gears and 
worked at sixty pounds per square inch. The larger sit on model had the pump from a dental chair 
driving it. 
 All together a great exhibition that lived up to its reputation and well worth the drive up and 
incidentally the weather was brilliant and very hot. 
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Fun Day Saturday 12th August 2000 
From Ron Bray 

 
 Every year the Society holds the fun day in August. We usually manage sunny weather and 
everyone that attends enjoys the event. This year was no exception. Somewhere between forty and fifty 
members their families were attending this year. 
 Six brought along their locomotives and steaming took place from approximately 11.00am – 
6.00pm. Without the discipline required when carrying passengers, the casual nature of the event is 
different and I find it anyway, all the more enjoyable just to potter around the track when so inclined, 
and I think other members feel the same. 
  Locomotives were: - 
    7¼” Gauge 0-6-0 Peckett saddle tank ‘Crepitus’ 
      0-4-4 Southern 02 Class ‘Calbourne’ 
      0-4-2 Maxitrack ‘Opal’ 
      4-6-0 Black five ‘Eclipse’ 
    5” Gauge 0-6-0 Simplex 
      0-4-0 Electric Shunter 
 In addition Dennis Hoad attended with his 4” Foden steam wagon ‘Toady’ and for much of the 
time was out of sight steaming to the other end of the park at Woodmill. 
 The barbecue followed at the end of the afternoon. In the absence of the chairman and 
secretary at a prior function, we must thank Molly for looking after the food arrangements and Bill 
Rymer for attending to the barbecue. 
 

Something’s never change 
By Paul Clarke 

 

 I have been doing some research into miniature locomotive injectors for another article to follow 
at a later date and whilst going back through old ME’s. I have found a very prophetic article written in 
the nineteen forties, by a pseudonym calling himself ‘1121’.  
 It sets out a system that attempts to assess driver competence, and goes on to give examples 
of different driving styles. The underlying message was of great importance then and more so now. The 
articles were written on the observations of the SMEE portable track used in London. The piece is 
mainly about an up and down track but in essence is no different than going around and around. I 
believe there is a great deal to be gained from sitting back and observing from an uniformed 
perspective as the obvious is often over looked by the ‘experts’. The categories in the article are as 
listed. 
 “The Jockey”  The gentleman drives his locomotive like a racehorse. ‘Flat out from start 
to finish’ , he races off from the start showers his passengers with hot oil and ashes and stops at the 
end of the run with a screech of brakes, this type of driver also seems to have the blower hard on in the 
misconception that it aids steam generation when on the run. The article then states that this style of 
driving is not the most dangerous, as the driver by definition has to keep alert at all times.   
 “The Show-Off” This driver is the man who thinks he is the object on exhibition, which the 
public has come to see. And that the engine is merely they’re to show of his skill. The track 
superintendent, upon whose shoulders the responsibility for any accidents may fall, regards him as a 
necessary appendage to the engine. Which unfortunately a large proportion of the trains dead weight. 
This type of driver would appear to have three main traits. 1. Slam open regulator 2. Sit back on truck, 
wiping hands on rag kept handy for the purpose 3. Beam at the admiring audience or better still at the 
passengers behind, with a big smile. It will be appreciated that that by this process he is completely 
distracted from the job in hand if anything untoward happens. 
 Whilst not saying that anyone in the society drives in any of the ways above it does show that 
even in the late nineteen forties safety was of the highest priority, and that the SMEE had tried to bring 
this matter to the fore front. The SMEE then goes on to respectfully point out a few simple test and 
procedures that my point out if a driver is competent or not, which level of competence he or she have 
arrived at. 
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An Exhibition at Totton 1949 
 

Also in the same volume the Southampton Society has a short article about an exhibition. 
On Saturday, October 2nd, 1949 the Southampton and District Model Engineering Society held a one-
day exhibition at Lexby Hall Totton their third this year, A wide variety of models were shown and 
created a great deal of interest among visitors. The exhibits included a large number of locomotives 
some completed other under construction besides traction engines a gas engine and canon among 
many other things. 
 Greatest interest appeared to centre round Mr, Moody’s 3½” gauge “Coronation Scot” 
locomotive, Tremona Court, which was kept busy all the afternoon on the passenger carrying track 
down the centre of the hall. This is a large powerful engine, but naturally, due to the short length of 
track was not able to show off it’s pace. Mr Bevan’s “Petrolea” also did good work on the track as did 
club Secretary Mr Barnes 5” gauge saddle tank on a track laid alongside on the floor. The article goes 
on to say there was a large number of boats, hydroplanes etc. Another exhibit was an old coal fired 
engine 2-4-0 built during the 1870’s which was found under a pile of scrap in a junkyard. It would seem 
that the engine was exhibited around Britain and the continent. It carried the name L’Express.  
 Also mentioned in the same article is that Mr Barnes the Secretary is shortly to rejoin the forces 
so Mrs Barnes has promised to carry on as Secretary during his absence, Southampton will probably 
be the only club ever to have had a lady secretary. Never mind Monica you are the first lady Secretary 
of the Southampton Society of Model Engineers Ltd.  
  
Geof Webb penned the original article 
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