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Club Corner 
June 14th  Twyford Water Works Trust. 7.45pm at the works. 
September 13th  We shall return to the loco club for our winter program. 
December 9th  Saturday Christmas Dinner onboard SS Shieldhall details to follow 
 

Other Dates of Interest 
 
June 17/18th   Exbury Gardens (Narrow gauge in the gardens) 
Jul 8/9th  Guidford Rally - New Date to miss “Guilfest” 
Jul 19th  Wednesday Play link day (mums and toddler) morning and afternoon, engines please. 
Oct 7/8th   Exbury Gardens (Steam in the gardens)    
 
 

Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
Westhouse Cottage,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Southhill, Droxford,  Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO32 3PB   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 

 
For any other info email (notrains2002@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke. 

If you have an email address please send me a contact. This will save on postage and speed up contact with the 
Society. We may add email newsletters in the future. 

 

Christmas Diner 2006  
Has provisionally been booked for Saturday 9th December 2006  

On board ‘SS Shieldhall’ 

Club Regalia 
 
We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 

Available from Mollie Giles 
 

Clyde Puffers and `Victualling Inshore Craft'. 
An up date 
Don Cottle 

I understand that VIC 56 previously moored in East London has been moved to a permanent berth in the Historic 
Dockyard at Chatham, and is currently lying near the Ropery.  Visitors who are reasonably agile are able to go 
aboard when tidal conditions permit, (usually over a 2 hour period on any 'Open Day'), and the vessel will be 
steamed regularly i.e. Easter Sunday & Monday.   This is a welcome move, as the facilities at Chatham are very 
good.   
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Easter Weekend 

 The cancellation of our open weekend caused by the Southern water work taking part in the park, and 
also the City Council asking us to run the tracks for passenger hauling had been a bit of a worry. But as usual the 
club members pulled together to make the weekend a great success for the Society. During the weekend we 
pulled some one thousand one hundred passengers and on the Saturday had more engines on the track than we 
knew what to do with at times. Two visitors arrived from West Huntspill and probably wondered what they had let 
themselves in for. They got a good run though when passenger hauling was largely given over to them and the 
local boys had a rest. 
 The council have indicated that a similar event may take place next year if the funding can be arranged. 
They were most impressed at our professional approach to the Saturday event and more than slightly 
disappointed by the so called professionals who did not bother to show up or even contact the organiser to 
cancel. An added bonus for the Society was that the City Council allowed us to charge for the rides as well as 
paying us a retainer for the event. Happy treasurer wishes to buy a new wheel barrow to go to the bank! 
 It leaves me to say a very big thank you to any one who played any part in the weekend for all your 
efforts, big or small, it is the community of model engineering that makes it the hobby that it is and not one 
individual. So again many, many thanks to all of you for your efforts on behalf of the Society during the weekend. 
 

Running times and other matters 
Paul Clarke 

 This short piece is to try and keep you all up to date on discussions at the recent committee meetings. In 
an attempt to reduce the vandalism that is regularly occurring at the track we instigated a meeting with a member 
of the council who unfortunately ‘only dealt with trees’. After this first stumble we found ‘Mr Shrub’ who has been 
most helpful although we have seen no action as of the time of writing this newsletter copy. The plan is to reduce 
the height of the shrubbery behind the club house to approximately two feet high. If this has seemingly no effect 
the removal of some of the lower boughs may be required (back to MrsTree) this process is apparently called 
‘lifting’. Recent use of the club hut roof as a skate board ramp is being discussed. We have forged a new link with 
the community bobby PC Stokes who wrote a letter to the council about or plight. Which may have had some 
standing in the attitude taken by the council? Whilst on the subject of the track it has been suggested that we start 
running earlier and finish at four pm. A general consensus is to be sought on this matter over the coming weeks, 
although anyone running on Sunday can start and stop as they wish manning the station for passenger hauling 
may be one problem but we are open to suggestions. It is however not really sensible to test new or untried 
engines during the passenger hauling sessions as this can disrupt revenue earning trains. 
 The track itself seems to be in pretty good order the tree root that has been giving some alignment 
problems has been dealt with on the 7¼” side we now need to ‘fix’ the 5” side. Many thanks to the Wednesday 
gang in their efforts to give us a signalling system that works well at all points around the track. This will include a 
bell signal for trains approaching the station area. There will be some changes to running procedures when all is 
up and running but nothing that is not common sense. All we shall need now is a station announcer that has a 
speech impediment and we shall be like full size. 
 The extension has again been brought to the fore and through the good offices of our ’procurement 
officer’ (now retired!) we have pretty much all the contingent parts required to go ahead. It is felt that th is 
extension has to be completed before the acquisition of a new mower, and or further debate about the purchase 
of a 7¼” loco with the monies left us by the late Keith Griggs. 
 The rolling stock is being worked through as required by the HSE and the new check lists have been very 
helpful in making sure that nothing is missed. 
 The new boiler testing system has not been without its problems but we are getting better at it and have 
picked up any mistakes before it is to late as boilers go through the system the amount of  ‘pen pushing’ required 
will reduce slightly. May I take this opportunity to remind owners that ’you’ have to know the capacity of the boiler 
when under hydraulic test in litres or pints we have a ‘calculator’ for conversion and that the boiler must be 
marked by stamp mark were it can be seen this is to make the boiler traceable for its lifetime, and makes it almost 
impossible to steal as removal of the mark would be very obvious and can in any case be reclaimed by chemical 
etching/ x-ray technology by the police.  
 Any ideas of meetings for the winter program would be greatly appreciated as at present we have blank 
calendar from September onwards. 
 The issue of a club/society web site has been muted and talked over it does seem to be a good idea, its 
impact is however an unknown quantity. Setting up the site is perhaps the easiest part, what to put on it so that it 
does not go out of date like so many web links that I personally try and follow is another matter.  Yes emailed 
newsletters are a possibility to cut down on postage, but if the response to the email address on the news letter is 
anything to go by it will be pretty much one-way traffic. We have recently received free publicity from the council 
for the Easter weekend. During May we will have an insertion in the ‘Bitterne Park News’, which will be circulated 
to six thousand households in the local area. We as members have to support this incentive by running engines 
consistently on Sundays to make the most of it as we can only ‘catch the rabbit on one occasion or he is gone’ it 
is a known fact that the more engines that run the more tickets we sell, which in turn keeps the subscription down 
for all members. 
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‘Exbury’ Gardens’ Meeting 

May 10th 
 We held our meeting at ‘Exbury’ gardens this month we have made this a regular in the calendar of the 
Society. We invite along members from other local Societies at cost price, the locos are kept in steam and 
extended runs on the railway are taken. Ian Wilson of the railway staff gave a guided tour through a small part of 
the garden which I understand was as entertaining as usual. Meanwhile Dave Giles took some of us off for 
another extended ride on the railway. The garden never looks the same whenever I visit it, and this year has seen 
the introduction of sculptures of animals made from wire and moss these tend to blend in to the landscape. 
Although the garden I would say is not quite at its best at the time of writing this piece by the time you collect your 
newsletter possibly the best will be gone, although other facets of the garden will be coming into there own. 
 
 

 
 
 

Dave Giles at the controls of ‘Naomi’ during the visit to Exbury Gardens 
Ps ‘Naomi’ is the name of the engine and is not my wife! 

 
 
 
 

For Sale 
Myford 

Vertical Swivel slide as new £40 
Contact Merlin on 012 0285 5184 
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Lubrication of loco cylinders 

Paul Clarke  
 Having been asked to sort out the lubricators for a loco I set out to find out how much is enough or how 
much is too much, as not enough is not an option. Having been impressed with the ‘Jim Ewins’ articles in 
Engineering in Miniature some years ago, and not wishing to reinvent the wheel took this as a starting point. 
However having had experience with roller clutches with Mike Herbert’s traction engine some method of keeping 
the thick lubricating oil out of them needed to be built in. More about thick oil later? Whilst pondering the solution 
to this problem I made enquiries of the cost of clutches and different types.  
 I decided that a positive drive for the ram was essential and that the works should easily be taken apart 
without to many tools. During this period of ruminating I decided that the main body should be able to be modified 
to take larger entrails if required as the not enough option is definitely not on. The result of the roller clutch search 
found that metric units were nearly half the price of imperial units. As an added bonus the number of rollers in the 
four millimetre clutch was higher.  On this subject metric silver steel for the pump ram would possibly be a good 
choice as well being available in one millimetre steps and even half millimetre steps. Back to the subject of oil 
thickness or viscosity as it is known. We tend to use the higher grades sometimes due to the fact that a poor 
pump will operate on treacle but not lighter grades of oil. I have spent sometime looking up tables and charts from 
various manufacturers. Only to come to the conclusion that, each individual engine may well require different oils 
and even different grades of viscosity. At our pressures and temperatures we never really get anywhere near to 
what the professional bod’s call superheated steam. Super heated steam would seem to be out of the range of 
model engineers in general as it requires a very great step up in pressures. At best we dry the steam in what we 
call super heaters. Even radiant super heaters are possibly only more effective dryers. The new super heater 
described by Doug Hewson would appear to be about the best due to its larger surface area, but I have not seen 
any figures as to how much more heat is transferred to the steam. Due to the construction methods used in our 
locomotives and traction engines the steam in the cylinder is very wet by full size standards. If an oil of too light a 
grade is selected under these conditions it may well wash off the cylinder walls and not do its job hence when a 
loco seemingly seizes up when stored for any length of time, but runs well on the track, the oil and condensate 
mixture doing just enough. A heavier grade of oil would stick around for longer, but go too far up the scale and the 
oil will drag and cost frictional loads. The diagram below is a highbred of a lubricator that I have built and is 
loosely based on the Jim Ewins design excepting the ‘O’ Ring and spacer idea put forward by him. I found that the 
non return ball in the base of the pump moved on the flexible ‘O’ ring thus changing the volume pumped 
depending on steam chest pressure. Or have I missed something? In the scheme below if you require less oil to 
be pumped using the same amount of arm swing, the ram can be shortened giving ‘dead’ movement at the top of 
the stroke. As an aside has anyone kept a record of how much oil they use in a Sunday afternoon spell at the 
track. As I am trying to develop a spreadsheet that will calculate the size of ram or rams required for a given 
engine set up. I.e. wheel size cylinder stroke and bore. Your comments will be readily accepted and taken on 
board.  
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IOW Rally April 23rd
 

Merlin Biddlecombe 
 

 This year the weather started off rather dull and with very light rain, however the journey was a little more 
involved this time having to journey from West Moors, then to daughters place to leave the car and then 
daughters car to the ferry. Marcia came with me this year (could be the cause of the rain) leaving her at Cowes I 
walked up to Broadfields, Luckily the rain stopped about ten minutes before the ferry docked so a dry walk to the 
track. As it was St George’s day there were lots going on in Cowes quite an interesting parade of scouts etc. The 
Rally was in full swing when I arrived most of the people attending must have caught the earlier ferry. This year 
Keith an I.O.W. chap had his 4” traction engine in steam and a lovely job too I have watched this grow over the 
years at the I.O.W. Exhibitions. The gauge one track has been extended and was quite interesting. Another 
attraction was about eight Classic Motorcycles arriving early in the afternoon. Oh yes and by the way Tadpoles, 
year by year I look in the boating pond at said Tadpoles which have diminished in numbers over the last couple of 
years however this year there were quite a lot more. There were boats on the pond but must admit I did not make 
any mental note of what was running. Steve Titley came this year for the first time without an engine coming over 
as a foot passenger and starting off from Gosport, Steve and Barbara arrived early in the afternoon not quite sure 
if they came by ferry or rowing boat. 
 The ladies and a couple of gents I believe came up with the usual superb spread of refreshments copious 
drinks etc for which I must say an enormous thank you. It takes quite a lot of work and time to arrange such an 
enjoyable event such as this so thank you I.O.W.  

So back to the ferry, our son met us in Southampton drove us to our daughters to pick up the car and 
then of to West Moors what an enjoyable day 
 
 

The Train has Failed 

A large two engined train was crossing America. After they had gone some distance one of the engines broke 
down. "No problem," the engineer thought, and carried on at half power.  
 
Further on down the line, the other engine broke down, and the train came to a standstill.  
 
The engineer decided he should inform the passengers about why the train had stopped, and made the following 
announcement:  
 
"Ladies and gentlemen, I have some good news and some bad news. The bad news is that both engines have 
failed, and we will be stuck here for some time. The good news is that you decided to take the train and not fly." 
 

Save the Dead Rabbit 

A man was driving along the road, and saw a rabbit hopping across the middle of the road. He swerved to avoid 
hitting the rabbit, but unfortunately the rabbit jumped in front of the car and was hit. The driver, being a sensitive 
man as well as an animal lover, pulled over to the side of the road and got out to see what had become of the 
rabbit. Much to his dismay, the rabbit was dead. The driver felt so awful he began to cry. 
 
A woman driving down the road saw the man crying on the side of the road and pulled over. She stepped out of 
her car and asked the man what was wrong. 
 
"I feel terrible," he explained. "I accidentally hit this rabbit and killed it." 
 
The woman told the man not to worry. She knew what to do. She went to her car boot and pulled out a spray can. 
She walked over to the limp, dead rabbit, and sprayed the contents of the can onto the rabbit. Miraculously, the 
rabbit came to life, jumped up, waved its paw at the two humans and hopped down the road. 50 feet away the 
rabbit stopped, turned around, waved at the two again, hopped down the road another 50 feet, turned, waved, 
and hopped another 50 feet. The man was astonished. He couldn't figure out what substance could be in the 
woman's spray can! He ran over to the woman and demanded, “What was in your spray can? What did you spray 
onto that rabbit?" The woman turned the can around so that the man could read the label. It said: 
 
"'Hare Spray' Restores Life to Dead Hare. Adds Permanent Wave." 
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Shrubs What Shrubs! 
1963-4 
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