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Club Corner  

 

20th June   Club outing to the West Somerset Railway (phone Monica for Details) 

27th June  Waterside Gateway ClubÕs annual visit to track 

8th July  Donnington Show 96-97 and Crich Tramway museum slide by Paul 

Clarke 

11th/12th July  Shedfield Show Two day portable track and Traction engine event 

18th/19th July  Guildford Steam Rally 

24th-26th July  Netley Marsh Steam Rally Portable track and model exhibition    

22nd August  Fun day for everyone at Riverside plus annual Barbecue start 10.00 am 

12th August  R.N.L.I. A talk and film. 

15th August  Club Outing - ÓNewburyÓ Canal and visit to ÔFolly FarmÕ Hungerford  

9th Sept  Steam Pinnace in the Docks  By Peter Hollins 

   

     Please  

phone Monica for details. 

  

All meetings are held at The Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne, 

Southampton. 

On the second Wednesday each month at 8.00pm. 

 

Please Note 

Help will be required stewarding at the Netley Marsh Steam Rally especially in the marquee. 

Where it will get hopefully? very hot and sweaty, it is unfair to expect anyone to sit in the 

marquee for long periods without a break. Also anyone at a loose end on Sunday will be made 

welcome especially setting up and packing up at Riverside. please contact the Secretary if you 

can help out. 

 

Any copy for the September Newsletter to me by the August meeting Please 

 

Many thanks to the new contributors to this newsl 

etter without whom this would have been a very sparse 

edition. Please keep it up! Articles that are non time dependent such as Ralph ConeyÕs are 

particularly helpful as they can be typed and stored for later use when a page needs filling. 

Articles may be short or long. Adverts are accepted but must not be of commercial nature, this 

newsletter is circulated far and wide. 

 

             Chairman    Secretary              Editor 

       Mr Dave. G.Batt                         Mrs Monica.J. Batt                          

Mr Paul Clarke. 

 46 Vespasian Road 46 Vespasian Road 28 Conifer Road 

 Bitterne Manor Bitterne Manor Coxford 



 Southampton Southampton Southampton 

 SO18 1AZ SO18 1AZ SO16 5FX 
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Cha 

irman and SecretaryÕs Chat 

 

 Although the weather was not as spectacular as last year for the two day event everyone 

still enjoyed themselves. The rain held off long enough for the marquess to come down in the dry 

and everything was packed away in record time. We did have one glitch in the proceedings, 

when Andrew who had been on security all weekend went to drive his camper home it promptly 

sunk Ôaxle deepÔ. Fortunately we had some carpet tiles and planks of wood and eventually was 

able to drive off. Mrs Backcroft who was sat in cab watching the proceedings could see the 

funny side of it. They send their grateful thanks to all those who helped get them clear.  

 Due to illness and other commitments we were unable to attend the Isle of Wight on 

Saturday 25th A 

pril. However they have extended a invitation to join them on any second Saturday in the month 

if we are in the area. 

 We still have some seats on the two Club outings. Please contact Monica if you wish to 

join in. 

 The Waterside Gateway Club are looking forward very much to being at the track on 

Saturday 27th June so please come and join in the fun. Bring along with a loco if possible as they 

do enjoy having a variety of rides. 

 We have had to put back the fun day back buy two weeks to Saturday 22nd August. Dave 

and I are away on holiday and we have been unable to find volunteers to take over the catering. 

As we have not had any great ideas put forward for the day please just turn up and we will decide 

what to do then, unless of course any one does come up with a bright idea. Anyhow one thing is 

certain, the barbecue will take place in the evening. 

 For those of you who have been reading and hearing various things regarding our hobby 

being classed the same as fairground entertainment / rides please rest assu 

red that your committee are keeping their fingers on the pulse, and as soon as there is anything to 

report we will revert back to you. We, the committee, felt  that the article in the May issue of 

Engineering in Miniature voiced how all of us are feeling over this matter. 

 We would like to extend our congratulations to Michael and Jean Collyer, Alan and 

Monica Fay on the occasion of their marriages on 15th and 16th May respectively. 

 I should also like to report that Derek Giles is making very good progress  

Wfollowing his operation,to remove a lung. He will be recuperating for three months but hopes 

to be back at ÔriversideÕ very soon. Derek we all send you our very best wishes for a speedy 

recovery. 

 If any of you has information on guest speakers please pass them on to me, or of you 

have a particular topic you would like us to cover I will do my best to cater for you. 

It is the intention that all the track maintenance will be carried out during the summer months so 

that the lads can catch up on the work which has been pilling up since before we started the 7ù 

track. 

 We look forward to seeing you sometime during the season at the track, general meetings 

or on the club outings. 



 

  Monica and Dave 

 

 

Notes from the Committee Meetings 

Supplied By Ron Bray 

Matters arising 

 Unfortunately the council seems to have lost the application plans for the con 

tainer which means that   the Society will have to reapply, Cheque to be Cancelled. 

Correspondence 

 Letter from the A1 Project Speaker thanking us for the donation 

 Letter received from Malcolm Beevers (7ù society) - see below 

 Newsletter received from Birmingham Society 
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Treasurers Report 

 It was agreed that the Society should take out Public Liability insurance for the sum of 4 

million.    Monies paid to various bodies and people. 

Membership Secretary 

 12 Subscription are still outstanding 

 M. Biddlecombe made life member at A.G.M. 

 New member welcomed to the Society  Mr M.J. Camben 

7ù Gauge 

 A micro switch is to be fitted on the gates for the loading bay. If activated signal will 

revert to danger 

A.O.B. 

 The Chairman asked if the committee had read the reports in Engineering in Miniature 

Steam Railway   and Southern Federation referring to the proposed designation of 

miniature train rid 

es as fair ground   rides. Malcolm Beevers who was present at the meeting at the 

request of the committee, then went   on to explain fully the situation as he sees it. There 

was a lengthy discussion with several questions   being asked. The end result of which 

is that the Secretary is to write to the Southern Federation to   call an E.G.M. 

Malcolm was thanked for being in attendance. 

 In a subsequent meeting a letter from the Southern Federation and the article from the 

model press   were read in full. 

 On a different note the Southern Federation Brought to the attention of traction engine 

owners that   the insurance ÔDiscÕ is to be attached to the actual engine and not to the 

driving trolley/trailer. 

 A pair of steps to be bought for the station. ( high finance ind 

eed ticket sales must be up!!! on last   year; ed.)  

 We have asked for eight tables at this years Netly Marsh Steam Rally. 

 

How a Diesel came about by the Fat Controller 

By Dennis Hoad 

 



 35 years ago my first son was not happy pushing an Airfix loco around my 00 layout in 

the roof, he wanted to have a ride in train like the RH&DR. I had a pair of 18" gauge skip wheels 

and axles and made a timber frame chassis and on same mounted a oil barrel. A cab was made 

from a cupboard and the whole painted green and black. Also in stock was a quarry track panel. 

He was not content to just stand in it and it was to heavy for him to push, so we had to push him 

up and down about fifteen feet of track which was no joke and so a loco that could be saf 

ely self propelled was devised. 

 A visit to a local scrap yard produced some old line shafting, bearings, wheels and 

Dexion angle. The gauge of ten and a quarter was decided on and multi grooved wheels had all 

but one groove turned off to leave a flange, mounted on the axles with ball bearing plumber 

blocks. One axle cut and a 90 Deg, two throw crank was welded up to act as drive. The frame 

was made as a bar type from the Dexion and axles bolted on and a wooden buffer beam at either 

end with spring buffers of plumbing black fittings. The motion was as in a child's pedal car but 

the pedals were extended upwards to help to also form lever handles to help the feet. The boiler 

is an old copper cylinder with the bottom (now side) cut away and bent to form the side tank 

K and a cab is again made from timber oddments and the roof from an old aluminium pub sign 

and this lifts up so that a grown up can get in. The chimney is a piece of copper rolled up and the 

dome is half of a copper ball from a ball valve and the safety valve from a hot water system. The 

wheels have pins fixed in for fixing the coupling and con rods to and the inner cranks are 

connected to the inner pedals. The cylinders are old valve closet air tanks, one acts as an air 

pump and a rubber pipe and takes the air up to the base of the chimney which can have smoke 

paper burning in a tin to give a puffing effect. The other cylinder has a small pump fitted and air 

from this is piped to a pressure gauge in the cab and an old German aircraft gas bottle which acts 

as a receiver and    a whistle valve from this goes to  a whistle in front of 

p the cab. The spectacle are the rings turned from the wheels. The whole was painted green with 

black frames. 

 The first track was formed of old bed irons layed on wood sleepers and was about three 

hundred feet long with three points and a turntable. 
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  When he proved he could manage it easily a request for rolling stock was made and a 

guards van and flat truck were made all from scrap timber and left over line shafting and flat belt 

wheels with plate discs bolted on the backs to form flanges. All the kids in the area were friends 

and it had a lot of use. An old fringe frame was turned into a signal frame with four levers which 

operated two signals and the points. Eventually four hundred feet of Hornby pressed steel 

straight and curved track was obtained. In nineteen sixty eight a mechanical loco was suggested  

hence the 0-6-0 that you have seen. This gave many years  

service with us taking it to rallies, fetes etc and carried several thousand passengers and for this 

two eight feet long sit astride carriages were made again with four wheel bogies with Scot tender 

wheels, one set being air braked. 

 Luckily it was outside framed so it was easy to convert to seven and a quarter as it is 

now, the engine now itÕs fourth one the others being a motor cycle one , a scooter one with 

verispeed drive which was very good but worn out then a 50cc mower engine. The present one is 

a new villiers 130cc driving a hydraulic unit. The drive from the engine to the unit is by chain via 

a secondary shaft and off this a drive is taken to an old aircraft compressor for air for the brakes 

and horns. The drive from the unit is by chain to t 

he axles, all of which are driven . The wheels are ten and a quarter Scot tender ones and axles run 



on ball races. 

 

An Ashford Railway Works Apprentice 

by R.W. Coney. 

 I left Ashford Grammar School in June 1945 not sure what I was going to do. I came 

from a ÔRailway FamilyÕ. My father and his five brothers had all served an apprenticeship at 

Brighton, their father being a driver on the L.B.&S.C.R. My dad, who by this time had been 

promoted out of the ÔShopsÕ into the Progress Office, where he was Head of Out Station 

Requirements, was not too keen on my getting an apprenticeship. Like most dads, he felt I was 

worthy of something than that which he had been. However, even then I had visions of going to 

sea as an engineer and k 

new that I needed at least four years in what was described as ÔHeavy EngineeringÕ, and I  

subsequently  discovered that some bit of Engines were certainly heavy. 

 In August of 1945 I therefore donned a boiler suit for the first time and began a journey 

of five years, which, in spite of some elements of discomfort at times, I would not have missed 

for anything. 

 All apprentices began in the ÔTraining SchoolÕ. Here an elderly Chargehand 

endeavoured to teach us to teach us to file flat and use a hammer and chisel, very painful at times 

as we all suffered from a complaint called ÔHammer RashÕ. This will not be found in any 

medical text book, but consisted of missing the head of the chisel with the hammer and carving 

great lumps out of the hand between the forefinger and thumb. We were taught 

Y how to drill various size holes in scrap pieces of steel on a hundred year old drilling machine, 

which had a mind of itÕs own and obviously hated apprentices. We made a few basic tools 

squares and such like, which I never actually used. 

 From here, all apprentices started in the ÔFitting ShopÕ, which was divided into 

ÔGangsÕ, each gang concentrating on one or two aspects of  locomotive repairs, e.g. Motion; 

Pistons and Valves;Injectors and Ejectors; Big and Small ends; Boiler mountings etc. However, 

for reasons that I never fathomed, I was sent straight to do my year in the Light and Heavy 

Machine shops. A word of explanation here. There were two types of apprentices, those like 

myself whose fathers worked in the Works and the so called premium apprentices, whose parents 

paid £60 per year for their training. Before the war , these young men wer 

e picked out for managerial careers and provided thy passed their technical exams., were 

destined for the top jobs. Most of the great Railway Engineers of the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries, came up by this route. The Southern Railway was a very enlightened Company who 

decided that if an apprentice did well at night school, he should be treated the same as the 

Premium Apprentices. Before the war, ordinary apprentices at Ashford only did fitting or turning 

or boiler making or if they were very talented, toolmaking or pattern making and only Premium 

Apprentices did a wide range of trades. So it was that I served in the Fitting, Erecting and Boiler 

Shops, Machine Shops, Toll Room, Jig and Tool Drawing Office and the Research laboratories. 

 Back to the Light Machine Shop, then. I started on an ancient Ô brass finishingÕ lathe 

which had a chuck, primitive tool post, tail stock and only  

one speed, since it was driven from a communal shaft which went the length of the shop. 
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 Life consisted of mainly cleaning up circular fittings, plugs, valves, handles, etc. using either a 

file or emery cloth and only occasionally being let loose with a Widia tipped tool to do some 

actual turning. From here I progressed to a ÔSouth BendÕ American lathe  that was far more 



exciting . On this machine I learned al the intricacies of screw cutting etc. and after about three 

months began to get some really testing jobs including machining a new set of pistons for the 

Assistant ManagerÕs car! This was to good to last and I finished up on a Capstan lathe where I 

first encountered Ôpiece workÕ and was given instructions on targets needed to Ôearn my 

moneyÕ. This usually involved having to produce about 2000 or so pipe collars or studs per 

week. As my wage was £1.1s.8d per week they must have been pretty c 

heap! 

 I then went into the aforementioned Fitting shop and proceeded to circulate around the 

various ÔGangsÕ. Some of the work was really interesting, such as overhauling Injectors or 

Ejectors, some repetitive and boring. On the gang where the top and bottom ends were fitted we 

also dealt with all the coupling and connecting rods that were manufactured for the ÔWest 

CountryÕ and ÔBattle of Britain' locos , being built at Brighton. They came from the Machine 

shop all sharp edges and the apprentices were required to chip and file 1/8th radii on every edge. 

It took for ever and then all surfaces had to be draw-filed and then emery papered until they were 

almost like glass. One day, perhaps, someone will explain to me why this was necessary. (I still 

cant walk past one these preserved locos. without a shudder). One story about this gang. My 

father had worked in the shops, either at Brighton Or Ashford,  

for about 30 years and I was always being reminded that he was much better than me etc etc. at 

every stage of my workshop training. But on the Rod gang the Chargehand had known my father 

and his family at Brighton and clearly he had fallen out with either my Dad or one of his 

brothers. He therefore set out to make my life as difficult as possible. I never told my Dad, but 

composed a limerick about the Chargehand, which rapidly circulated around the shops. When I 

explain that his name was Tucker  you will realise why I cannot publish the limerick in this 

journal.  

 Finally before moving into the Boiler shop and then the Erecting shop, I spent six very 

happy weeks on the ÔMarking offÕ tables, Not only did I go home with my hands and boiler 

suit almost as clean as when I 

 left, but the Chargehand was a great friend of the family and I know was a great friend to many 

of you, the late, great Dennis Pack. 

 

Rail Trip from Salisbury-Shrewsbury-Salisbury Via the LICKEY INCLINE 31st January 1998 

By Nigel Gettings 

 I offered to write this up 2 months after the event in pity of our editors lack of copy,.... so 

here goes..... wish me luck! 

 After arriving at Salisbury station to pick up our train due to depart at 06.30, I joined my 

group from the Salisbury and South Wiltshire Model Railway Society. The train came into the 

station headed by a red 47 (two months later I do not remember the name or number - I did not 

write it down like the others did!) After boarding the train and taking our seats, the train tr 

#avelled fifteen minutes and came to a halt near Wilton Junction, twenty minutes later we all 

found out this was to wait for our guard who was left behind watching his train leaving the 

station. He had to travel by Taxi to a road crossing so that he could board his train! This done, 

we were on our way again - twenty minutes late. The thought now was, Òa good start to the day 

what are we in for nowÓ, but as the day went on, all went smoothly. 

 This trip by Pathfinder Tours was called ÒThe Inclined SalopainÓ and only the second 

steam hauled train over the Lickey incline, the first train was run last November by this 

company. All passengers are given a souvenir booklet that includes a route description. The 



locos hauling the train were the Severn Valley based Moguls GWR 7325 and LMS 2968. 

 After  

the early excitement, we travel to Gloucester that was another passenger pick-up point and where 

the two moguls were attached to the train. Time was made up here, after the late arrival, and 

departure was about on time in front of what was to be an almost continuous ordinance along the 

route. Cheltenham Spa was another  pick-up point for passengers and then onto Specthley Up 

Goods loop, were locs took water from a stand pipe and length of fire hose.  

Away again after around twenty minutes stopping time (another audience in the fields and on the 

road bridge) 
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Anyone who has been involved with these specials will know that it is usual to have a number of 

spectators at various points along the track, such as at the summit of the Settle and  

Carlisle Line but what I saw as we attacked the Lickey Incline was unbelievable, the sheer 

number of people looking, photographing etc. was a sight to see. The train topped the bank in, I 

think I am correct, 18mph with 9 on, one extra than the first run but at the same speed. I shall not 

forget the sight and sound of the two locos working up the gradient. 

 The route around Birmingham on some goods only lines, through Walsall to Bescot Up 

Goods Loop, a further water and engine change point. Both locos were detached leaving the 

support coach for LMS 2-6-0 that was shunted to the rear of the train. GWR 7325 then went I 

believe light engine back to Kidderminster but not sure. All this activity also produced a large 

audience again. 

 Departure from the loop aft 

er 62mins stop was with 2968 at the front. The route was now Newton Junction, Perry Barr Jct., 

Soho Jct., through Wolverhampton, Telford Central and to Shrewsbury, more goods lines. 

Sections of this route had some good gradients but along some stretches we got a move on, timed 

at 60mph. 

 A stop of 2Ú hours was for this town and most took the opportunity to take a walk, have 

a meal etc, etc. I found the town interesting small alleys with many timber frame buildings (black 

and white) but there is still the modern shopping streets with the normal take-away. This spoils 

or improves things is ones own opinion. 

 The return trip to Bescot Up Goods Loop, was going to be in darkness, so not  a lot 

could be seen out of the windows but the sounds were still there of course, travelling along the 

main line at a good speed. At the loop Class 47 the same loco that brought us from Salisbury, 

having followed us up, took the train back to Salisbury. The route was Birmingham New Street, 

Cheltenham Spa, Bristol Parkway,Bath Spa, 

 Trowbridge, Westbury, Warminster and Salisbury. Having arrived around 20 mins up at the 

Western Region to Southern Region change over point, we were held to our booked time by 

Southern Region before we were given a green light to proceed. The train then arrived late into 

Salisbury by a few minutes at 22.15 hrs. 

 Having left the train, we all had a smashing day out, be it a long one, 06.30 to 22.15 plus 

getting to the station etc, but you canÕt beat this for a day out though, now what shall I travel on 

next?........... 

 

 

For Sale 



 I have received a letter from one of our members wishing to sell off parts of his 

workshop. As there is no list of items Ôfor saleÕ included in the correspondence, I feel that a 

reproduction of his letter to me  is probably the best way to get over the message. 

 

 I have decided that as I have not been in my workshop for years it would be sensible to 

sell some or all of the equipment. In particular I have a 6Ó power shaper, an MES vertical mill 

and mach 

ine vice, an MES surface grinder and a small rotary table. 

 I have copies of Ômodel engineerÕ from 1971 to mid 1990 nearly all of them bound. 

there is a surface plate 12Ó X 18Ó and lots of measuring tools, dial gauges etc. 

 If the right offer came along I would sell my lathe, otherwise IÕll keep it to finish off a 

clock that IÕve been making for years. The lathe is a Myford Super 7 B with stand. It has all the 

usual chucks etc also has collets, QC toolpost and a vertical slide. The lathe has not been used for 

more than 10 minutes since it was brand new. (What a waste !) 

 If there is anyone who might be interested please contact me on Southampton (01703) 

769655 

 

 

Tail Lamp 

From the editor 

 

 I hope to enter into the debate about the future of our hobby becoming aÕ fairground 

attractionÕ in the next issue. If you have any feelings about this matter which will affect all of us 

if not challenged please jot them down and send them to me at the address on the front of this 

newsletter.   
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