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Club Corner 
June 8th  ERPS Visit to (Nelson) Eastleigh Works 
July 13th  Fun Night at Track (smaller locos and what ever) 
August 13th SAT Fun day at track bring along the family 
Sep 14th  Ian Wilson Exbury Gardens (more on the history of the garden and railway) 
Oct  12th  Markie Precision Working Models, Tony Pearce. (A life time in engineering) 
Nov 9th   ‘Chinwag’ and ‘Bits and Pieces’. 
Dec 14th?  Christmas Dinner on board SS Shieldhall. (Prices in the region £10-15 per head) 
 

Maidstone Model Engineers Visit 
June 24th  On Friday 24th June a party of model engineers from Maidstone are coming to Riverside Park for 

a run as part of a holiday touring tracks around the country. We require help from 10:00am to 
make them feel at home and of course welcome during their short stay with us. Any help please 
contact Mollie Giles. 

 
 

Other Dates of Interest 
 
 
June 18th/19th  Exbury gardens “Narrow gauge in the Garden” (exhibits for stand). 
July 2nd/3rd   I.M.L.E.C. Northampton SME, 
July 16th/17th  Guildford   
July  24th  Organ Concert Southampton Guildhall (Donald Mackenzie) 2:45 see later note page 3 
Sep 3rd/4th  ‘Pecorama’ 30 Anniversary Open event,  
Sep 24th/25th  ‘Curly Bowl’ Bedford MES, 
Oct 1st/2nd  ‘Steam in the gardens’ Exbury 
Oct 23rd  Organ Concert Southampton Guildhall (Bryan Jones) 2:45 
 

Southampton Society of Model Engineers Ltd 
 

We have ourselves a new home for the club meetings. 
See Page 2 
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For any other info email (notrains2002@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke. 
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News from the track 

Paul Clarke 
 

 After the wet and dismal winter months it was great to see the track site coming back to life. I had begun to 
wonder if the club had lost its way a bit in recent years, but if so it must have only been my view of things as the 
support we received was fantastic.  
 My plea to help out in anyway that you could at the AGM was a rallying call, which was taken up with great 
gusto.  
 The track maintenance which had been shelved for the winter was quickly underway, and all but a few bits of 
track not fully up to scratch by the Open Weekend. Rolling stock maintenance and paper work for the HSE log 
was almost completed by the same time. Stock not to be used all clearly marked. Please read on for next year’s 
possible plan for the stock maintenance.  
 Passenger numbers have been encouraging in the first few weeks. A bit more support in the way of 
locomotives would be a great help. It certainly seems that the more locos the more cash we generate. This could 
be due to more engines running on these days, which entices parents to cough up for a ride behind each loco still 
cheaper than commercial operations in the area.  A quirk that has been noticed is that if we use donation tins 
instead of opening up the ticket office we seem to collect more cash? 
 
 
 
 

Wanted Engineers 
 
 
 It has been suggested that the maintenance of the railways 7¼” and 5” rolling stock could be spaced out over 
the winter months. The idea arose from the HSE checks that we do at the beginning of each season, when it was 
found that several small and largely insignificant jobs needed to be carried out to bring the stock up to standard. 
During the next winter it has been decided that some if not all of the 5” rolling stock wheels will need profiling. If 
members were to take home a bogie at a time to carry out this task it would not only spread the work load but also 
mean that it would be completed quickly, freeing up time at the ‘track’ for track maintenance etc. The details of 
who does what and when have yet to be decided but if willing members would form an orderly queue or pass their 
names on to Steve Titley during the summer we can see what’s to be done.  
 
 

Club Regalia 
 
 We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 
 Available from Mollie Giles 
 
 
 
 

The 21st Isle of Wight Rally 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 This rally is always a good one, it always seems to be better each year Steve Titley, Mollie and Dave Giles, 
Paul Clarke John Gardner and I arrived from the Southampton Society. The weather was nice all of the usual 
visitors and a visit of six classic motorcycles always a surprise at the I.O.W. The tadpoles were again in the 
boating pond. My trip was a little different this year as I wanted to come back to Southampton a little early to 
attend an Organ Concert in the Guildhall. The organist this time was Len Rawle who played both the theatre and 
classic Compton organs and good it was too. 
 It just remains for me to say thank you to the I.O.W. Society for another super rally and to all the ladies for the 
lovely spread of food and seeing it reached the right places. 
 Just by way of interest the next two Compton Organ Concerts at the Guildhall are on 24 th July at 2-45 and 23rd 
October. Donald Mackenzie and Bryan Jones, it really is two hours of superb music 
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The Southampton Open Weekend Rally 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

 The date of this open weekend having been brought back from later in the year to its earlier original time of 
year saw twenty visiting locomotives, much more worthwhile and encouraging to all concerned. When looking at 
some of the detail and fittings etc, its amazing how many different ways people find to make the same bits and 
pieces. This brings to mind a saying “If it ain’t good it’s different”. The weather was kind to us but started to rain 
just after four pm so did not spoil the weekend. Mollie and Ron Blizard went shopping for all the goodies Mollie 
prepared it and the ladies made the beverages and served same. I thought it was an excellent spread almost 
nothing left over so that must say something. So a big thank you to all concerned for all work involved making this 
event work and lasting but not least to all the visitors for coming 
 
 
 

Christmas Dinner 
SS Shieldhall December 14th 2005 

 
Don’t say we didn’t tell you in advance! 
It has been decided to hold a Christmas Dinner onboard the SS Shieldhall this year.  Being in the right place at 
the right time, brought about this idea after the fracas of last year.  We have provisionally booked approximately 
sixty places in the main saloon for a sit down meal with wine. More details will follow later. Please contact Mollie 
Giles to book places. 
 
Just a couple of pictures from our very successful open weekend to finish off! More pictures in the next newsletter. 
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