
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. No 170 March 2002                Club Corner 
 

 13th February Malcolm Frost  An evening presentation on ‘Lost Wax Casting’ 
 13th March Dickie Boast   ’Model Engineering In Gauge 1’ 
        without a hernia or bank overdraft! 
 27th March AGM      AGM 7:30pm PROMPT 
 29th March      Track Opens for Season 
 15th June      No Trains Day  9am onwards 
 29th/30 June      40/90 Celebration Weekend at Riverside. 

This event has been moved from April as a mark of respect for the passing of Dave Batt 
13th July Portable Track event and Eling Sailing Club Regatta. 
17th July  Fun Day at Riverside – Southampton Parent and Toddler 

Association From 10:00 – 2:00 
 

Agenda for 2002 AGM 
1/ Chairman to open meeting and receive apologies. 
2/ Minutes of last AGM 
3/ Matters arising. 
4/ Chairman’s report. 
5/ Treasurer’s report. 
6/ The President. 
7/ Life members. 
8/ Election of officers. 
9/ Election of Auditors. 
10/ Items raised by members. 

 

Subscriptions 
I am sure that Mollie Giles will be only to pleased to relieve you of your subscription monies before the AGM or 

sooner 
 

All meetings are normally held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 
Copy for the June Newsletter to be sent handed/thrown at me at the May meeting please.  

 
 

Chairman      Secretary   Editor 
Mr D. G. Batt      Mrs M. J. Batt  Mr Paul Clarke 
46 Vespasian Road     46 Vespasian Road  28 Conifer Road 

   Bitterne Manor     Bitterne Manor  Coxford 
Southampton      Southampton  Southampton 
SO18 1AZ      SO18 1AZ   SO16 5FX 
 

 



A Message from Monica 
 
 It is with great sadness that I have to give you the news that Dave – my beloved husband for 
forty-two years and your chairman for the past ten years. Died suddenly on Sunday 3rd February he 
had been with the lads that morning, but felt unwell and was on his way home to me, he suffered a 
massive heart attack whilst in his car waiting at the traffic lights just two hundred and fifty yards away 
from home. Fortunately his car was stationary at the time. 
 The lads found it very hard to accept as Dave had been with them minutes earlier. We have all 
lost a unique gentleman who had time for everyone. 
 The committee have decided, to postpone the two day ‘special celebrations’ in order to help 
me over the coming weeks. 

It will now take place on the 29th/30th June and I have promised that I will give you an exhibition 
to be proud of. However, I do need your help – I have still not received many replies to the leaflet that 
was sent out advising me what you intend to either exhibit or have in steam over the weekend – 
please give me your support! 
 Due to bad weather work at the track has not been completed and we only have six weeks 
before the new season starts. However at long last we have been given the go-ahead from the council 
to get on with the next stage in the tracks history _ Some thing that was very important to Dave and I 
have no doubts that what Dave was talking about on that Sunday morning. This work has to be done 
to improve our facilities at the track. We have achieved so much in the past, but we still need to move 
forward to complete new things. The club must grow to survive and we need to encourage new 
younger members, to help take up the challenge. 
 I had originally intended that this would be my last year as your secretary – after all, I took up 
the challenge back in March 1988. Now I have a new challenge in my life to carry on for as long as 
you need me as your secretary. 
 Thank you all for your wonderful support, cards and letters – Dave will be a hard act to follow 
MONCIA 
 
Ron Brays Address 
 
 For all those years that I knew him, some 40 to 50, David was a member of the model 
engineering Society. As the years rolled on, he rose up through the ranks and became Chairman of 
the Society, a position that he held at the time of his passing away. 
 Now David was not the sort of person who would stand idly by on the sidelines, and let other 
members carry him. He was the focal point of the Society and developed into a father – like figure who 
led the way to such an extent that we the members of the Society could be regarded as his family. 

Above all else David was a very good organisational man. He was at his happiest when putting 
into effect the annual events that constituted the calendar, and if. I could only pick out one in 
particular, then it would be the annual holidays at Hemsby in Norfolk, which were immensely enjoyed 
by those participating and ever year we were grateful to him, for the effort involved in masterminding 
these. 

David’s energies in promoting all these activities, year in year out, brought him into contact with 
many of the other Societies in the South of England, so that he did become particularly well known in 
the world of model engineering. 

To individuals he was always approachable – even on personal matters. He would willingly 
give his time and advice to help on what ever was at hand. To strengthen any point he would be quite 
happy to lend any item, although not necessarily requested – it could be difficult to refuse – so he 
would say “borrow it anyway for it might come in handy by the time you return it”. 

David used much of his time in the service of other members, but if you visited him and 
Monica, for she is a member as well as the secretary, Karen and Christopher are also members. David 
would always be found at the end of the garden in his workshop, were he was endeavouring to finish 
the latest project. 

The passing of David is a poignant moment for the Society and our thoughts go out to Monica, 
to Karen and Christopher, and their respective families. There is no greater tribute that I can pay him 
than to say that he not only loved his family, but he also had the greater good of us, the members, in 
his mind at all times. 
Ron Bray. 



Tributes to Dave Batt 
 

It is my very sad duty to report on the passing of our Chairman Dave Batt on Sunday the 3rd February. 
He will be greatly missed by all of us. And the Royal British Legion of which he was a stalwart member. Dave 
was always at the forefront of any event that the ‘Lad’s’ were involved in his always cheerful and supportive 
outlook will be greatly missed. He was one of the committee that took the Society into the realms of ‘Ltd’ status. 
Having been involved in the building of the track in Riverside Park. His drive and enthusiasm was second to 
none. Instead of writing an obituary I have elected to proceed as a tribute from those who knew him during his 
time with us.  
 

“To find words at a time like this is to say the least rather difficult, but we have to say that David our 
Chairman of our Southampton Society. He had a quality to be admired, in that was he always found time to talk 
to, listen to and especially encourage new and intending members to the Model Engineering world. A leader at 
the head of any project or working parties his enthusiasm endless. He will be sadly missed at Southampton and 
our thoughts are with Wife Monica and his family.” 

 
“I had been away from the Society for around twenty-seven years when I thought – Let’s see if the track 

is still there – so I paid a visit. Whilst watching the trains a voice said ‘I know you’ yes it was Dave (after 27 
years) he remembered. Well we spoke of years gone by and guess what, he gave me a membership form, so I 
rejoined. During the years that followed I found him to be always happy, helpful and a great ambassador for our 
Society and hobby. I still expect to see him in the hut “first cup of tea 10 O’clock”.” 

 
“In eighteen years I never heard Dave decry the modelling efforts of anyone. This says something about 

the man that will be most deeply missed by the Society. His ability to muck in at any level and not be a pre-
Madonna is very humbling to all of us who are left behind. He joins a great band of fellow chairmen and 
members who I am sure he will meet. Our thoughts are with Monica Karen and Chris at this time.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary 
Ernie Alves 

 It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of the passing of Ernie Alves who passed away just 
before the last Newsletter unfortunately this came to my notice to late to enter it. Although I knew Ernie only in 
his later years he was always pleasant and forgiving in his advice to me. He always seemed to enjoy himself no 
more than with his son and grandson at Riverside on a Wednesday night when running his’ Schools’ class built 
to the L.B.S.C. design and aptly named ‘Winchester’. I know that he will also be greatly missed by the Twyford 
Water works Trust. For whom he did a lot of work. I wish to send the condolences of the Society at this time to all 
his family.  
 
 
 
 
 

Insurance of Models 
From Ron Bray 

 Should any member require insurance for their models etc. Then an application form can be obtained 
from the Treasurer to enable this to be taken out through the Southern Federation to run from 1st April to 31st 
March (2002/2003) and each succeeding year if necessary. 
 

Premium 68p per £100 of value 

 
Model Road Vehicle Insurance 

This cover is a legal requirement for all vehicles driven in any location to which the public has access including 
club sites, rally sites car parks etc. This can also be taken out through the Southern Federation as per dates 
above. 

Premium:-  £31.50 first vehicle - £15.75 for second and subsequent vehicles. 

 
 



Constructing a Tram 
By Dennis Hoad 

 
Over the last 4 months I have constructed a 2-seater tram.  I cribbed the idea from one that I had seen at a 
previous 7.1/4-inch rally and the last Harrowgate exhibition. 
I at first was going to make it as one chassis 64 inches long but after talking to the owner he showed me how it 
broke down into shorter sections. It is 18.1/2 inches wide and stands overall 26 inches high off the track. 
The main centre section is 32 inches long with the ends each 18 inches long, these having curved end panels 18 
inches high with a timber top rail, making it easier for storing, lifting and transporting. The main framework is old 
angle bed iron and the ends 1-inch angle, all welded up. I had a Sinclair C5; 12-volt motor so worked out the 
speed that was required, about 7 M.P.H. and calculated what reduction sprockets were needed. The motor has a 
10-tooth sprocket driving a 40 tooth on a counter shaft running in ball races and on this are 16 teeth sprockets 
driving 20 tooth sprockets on each axle. The chain is 3/8 inch and it and the sprockets were obtained from 
‘Parkside’ as advertised in the M.E. There are 4 wheels; 2 C.I. ex bogies and 2 machined from solid 1 inch plate 
to give all a 4.5/8 inch diameter tread. The axles also run in ball races. The end sections clip onto the main 
centre section for location and bolts secure them together. 
Before the wheels were pressed onto the axles, a disc was secured onto the centre of each to act as a brake 
disc. Callipers were made to fit either side of the discs operated by cable, which can be operated by a treadle on 
the front-end platform in conjunction with the screw down hand brake on the R.H. side. My son Robin, built the 
electronic unit some time ago and it is installed under the front platform and the wiring taken to the controller 
mounted on the back of the front dash panel with a rotary switch as they usually had on the L.H. side. The 2 
seats are formed from ply making 2 boxes 12 inches high which contain the batteries under removable plastic 
material covered seats. The seat unit is removable and bolts to the main frame. The whole of the under frame is 
painted black, including guard irons fitted all around and the seating and front panels in dark red.  Ron Blizard 
knew that I was looking for a gong, and happened in the course of his work came across one in a skip. He duly 
retrieved it and presented it to me at the Guildford show for which I am duly grateful and it sounds just right. This 
is mounted under the front platform and is foot operated. 
As the wheelbase is 18 inches I have found it better around curves with the drive to one axle only and so have 
removed one chain drive, so time will tell what is best. 
I have had it down at the track on 3 occasions and it seems satisfactory, The first time the 13-amp fuse blew due 
to my ignorance. I understand steam and pipes, etc but not unseen electricity. Next time I tried 35 amp and that 
got hot so now it has a 40 amp one and seems ok.  
That is all for now. I have another Sinclair motor so am considering fitting it to my bicycle, as the tram now works 
and there are 2 other gents in our village with commercially made bikes so I have the idea to join them, it ought 
to be steam one though. 

 

 
 

Building a ‘Scarab’ 
Ron Blizard 

 
At present I am nearly three-quarters to completing a model of a Scammell Scrab tractor unit, (for the 

uninitiated this is a three-wheel tractor unit much favoured by British Rail in the 1950s) in four inches to the foot 
scale. It is approximately 4’ feet long 2’ feet wide and 26” high. I acquired the necessary details from drawings 
supplied by the Mechanical Horse Club. For the drive unit I have utilised the rear axle of an invalid carriage. The 
chassis was cut from 2” square steel tube providing 1” X 2” channel. The floor of the cab was cut from plywood 
and extended to the front of the vehicle to provide the shape of the bonnet (scuttle). The front scuttle was made 
of brass plate, mainly because I had it in stock, a present from a friend. Though it seemed a difficult shape to, its 
reproduction turned out not to be that complicated. I used a wood former to provide the initial shape and bent 
three segments of brass plate, which I then held together with, solder. The front wheel steering proved a little 
difficult to make but was accomplished with various sizes of steel tubing, a gear wheel from a Myford change set, 
an universal joint from a socket spanner set and various manufactured items. Originally I had envisaged making 
the cab top out of fibre glass, but having made the mould out of wood, I decided this would suffice, the rest of the 
cab being finished with steel and aluminium plate. The vehicle, in model form will have to differ from the full size 
version in one main detail, as a scale trailer to go with it would make transporting it near impossible. Therefore I 
have decided to fit a fixed flat back. The speed control has been made as simple as I can by using a12 Volt 
battery to drive a24 Volt motor and using two resistances to give a lower speed with a straight switch change 
over for reverse. As a challenge I am finding it enjoyable and who knows, with luck it may be finished for rallying 
this season.  

 
 

 



A Fair Ground Accident in Ohio 
Don Cottle 

 
 As a subscriber to the American Magazine ‘Live Steam’ the following came to my notice and a brief 
summary is as follows: - 
 The director of the ‘Certified Boiler Engineers for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’ was asked to 
inspect and evaluate. (Photographs were included) 
 He was called in and informed that the safety relief valve had been removed by the chief boiler inspector 
for Ohio, and sent away for inspection and testing. It was found that the seals were intact but the valve did not lift 
with pressures up to 200psi. 
 This exceeded the set pressure of 125psi and the pressure indicator read 25psi lighter meaning the 
pressure was 25psi higher than shown. 
 The inspector also had removed part of the damaged crown sheet and fusible plug for metallurgical 
examination. Although the plug showed slight signs of over heating it had not melted. It was found that the 
previous owner had purchased a boiler sealant, and it is assumed he knew it was leaking and used the 
compound to seal them. 
 The stay bolt holes in the crown showed a maximum thread engagement of 2.5 threads with 1.5 being 
the least. The crown sheet of 3/8” thickness had a design engagement of 4.5. 
 There were 5 stays that had been welded around the thread area because of metal wastage. The crown 
sheet had corrosion throughout the surface area. The area around the stays showed more reduction because of 
being a high stress area, and the thinner it was, the higher it became. 
 The measurements of thickness varied from 0.210” to 0.087” the design thickness was 0.375” whilst the 
stay bolts were 1” Diameter with 11 TPI. However in practice they were between 0.600” and 0.700” a reduction 
of 64%. They were found in their original position, which indicated the ease with which the crown sheet had 
separated from the stays. 
 Using formulas from ASME 1924 &1988 and a thickness of 0.087” The critical pressures came out 
between 40 & 47psi. 
 The fusible plug design was correct, but the hand hole plug above the crown had not recently been 
removed and the threads were rusted. The area showed improper inspection of the crown stays. 
 The front tube sheet hand hole plug threads were corroded, and indicated that it had not been removed 
recently. This allows for removal of scale, and shows the barrel condition on inspections. 
 The directors evaluation was that the failure started at the 0.087” thickness area and this is where most 
damage occurred, and only 23% of it’s original thickness remained. The thinning of the crown sheet allows the 
crown sheet to slightly ‘Bag’ between the stay bolts. 
This allows scale to build up in these pockets, and insulate the boiler metal from the cooling water. This further 
compounds the bagging by localised overheating until the crown sheet fails. This explains how the crown sheet 
was slightly overheated and the fusible plug was intact. 
 The inoperative safety valve had no direct bearing on the accident. 
 He concluded by saying, had the boiler been presented in his state it would not have been allowed to 
operate. 
 
Ed!      It was later found I believe that the safety valve was full of sand from a restoration, which had taken place 
sometime previous.  
 

Bits and Pieces evening 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

This meeting, to me as far as bits and pieces go was yet again a disappointment only three people 
partaking with bits and pieces. This event after all is one in which members themselves can participate. It to me 
is always interesting to see what other members are making and the methods used for same. We hear and read 
quite often that the model engineering fraternity should pass on its knowledge to younger people and newer 
members yet we can’t even pass methods to each other. Paul Clarke produced an oil pump to a Jim Ewins 
design but modified to suit his interpretation of same. Several duplicated bits and pieces were on display. Nigel 
Gettings brought a box of discarded con rods, axle boxes and valve gear parts that he has remade for his 
George Fifth. I displayed my under construction 5” Br Standard Class Five boiler, or as Jim Hoile always points 
out a Class 73. I hope it will end up looking like 73050. The design of this is part full size, part Don Young LMS 
Black Five and some of my own. Next and last was Dennis Hoad. Dennis offered a part finished weather vane in 
the shape if of an antique engine and four wagons. Made mostly from copper. The usual weather vane is made 
from flat sheet but this was about 2½” gauge on a flat base of actual rails and the smoke from the chimney the 
only flat part, stretching the length of the whole train. I believe Dennis first saw one like this at a museum 
(Beamish?). He then said that passing a neighbours house saw a copper water cylinder looking for a good home 
and upon a chat with the said neighbour acquired same, which provided the material for the weather vane. To 
finish thanks Nigel for putting this meeting on the agenda.  



A little Whimsy from Mike Baigent 
Irrigation Pipe Specification 

1. All pipe is to be made of a long hole, surrounded by metal or plastic centred around the hole. 
2. All pipe is to be hollow throughout the entire length – do not use holes of different length than the pipe. 
3. The ID (Inside Diameter) of all pipe must not exceed the OD (Outside Diameter) – otherwise the hole will 

be on the outside. 
4. All pipe is to be supplied with nothing in the hole, so that water, steam, gas, or other stuff can be put 

inside at a later date. 
5. All pipe should be supplied without rust: this can be more readily applied at the job site. Note: some 

vendors are now able to supply pre-rusted pipes. If available in your, this product is recommended, as it 
will save a great deal of time at the job site. 

6. All pipe over 500ft (150 m) in length should have the words “LONG PIPE” clearly painted at each end, so 
that the contractor will know it is a long pipe. 

7. Pipe over 2 miles (3.2km) in length must also have the words “LONG PIPE” painted in the middle, so 
that the contractor will not need to walk the entire length of the pipe,  in order to determine whether it is a 
long pipe, or a short pipe. 

8. All pipe over 6ft in diameter must have the words “LARGE PIPE” painted on it, so that the contractor will 
not mistake it for a small pipe. 

9. Flanges must be used on all pipe. Flanges must have holes for bolts, quite separate from the big hole in 
the middle. 

10. When ordering 90o or 30o elbows, be sure to specify left-hand or right-hand, otherwise you will end up 
going the wrong way. 

11. Be sure to specify to your vendor whether you want level, up-hill, or down-hill pipes. If you use down-hill 
pipes for going up-hill, the flow will be in the wrong direction. 

12. All couplings should have either right-handed or left-handed threads. Do not mix these threads, 
otherwise as the coupling is being screwed onto one pipe, it is being unscrewed from the other. 

13. All pipes shorter than 1/8” (3mm) in length are uneconomical in use, requiring many joints. These are 
generally known as washers. 

14. Joints for piping water must be watertight. Joints in pipe for compressed air, however, need only to be 
airtight. 

15. Lengths of pipe may be soldered or welded together. This method is not recommended for concrete or 
earthenware pipe. 

16. Other commodities are often confused with pipe these include: Conduit, Tube, Tunnel, and Drain. Use 
only genuine pipe. 

17. Some pipes are about six inches long, with a right-angle bend at one end leading into a cup shaped 
container. These pipes are not to be used for water. They are for the heat treatment of tobacco, grass 
cuttings, or decomposed beech leaves, depending upon the affluence and taste of the owner. 

18. Many frustrated installers use pipes in unusual ways. These are not approved of in engineering circles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Years Day Frost Bite 2002 Steam-up 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 The frost bite steam-up at Riverside Park really was a ‘Frost Bite’. Heavy frost for a few days and on the 
day. The grass was crisp and white and after a couple of hours the old toes and feet started to feel as though, 
they didn’t belong. One or two members were hopping up and down stamping their feet trying to get a bit of 
circulation going. It looked something like a tribal war dance. Twelve engines were entered in the track log so not 
a bad turnout, this included diesels and electric traction. Robin Wallace-Simms arrived with a rather unusual 3½” 
gauge model of ‘Fire Fly’ as is being built at Didcot. Robin had fitted an electric motor to this model, as he 
thought it not practical to coal fire this model. As usual. Hot soup, bread rolls and the usual cups of tea were 
being served. Chief chef Bill, Molly and Julie were doing the honours just hope I haven’t missed anyone out A 
Big Thankyou. 
 

 
 

Model Traction Engines 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 Whilst reading Newsletters received from other Societies I note with interest that one Society has made 
a ruling that model TE’s will not be permitted to run in and around the location of their track site unless they 
display a National Traction Engine Trust disk. This rather interests me, as the N.T.E.T. disk is a personal choice, 
not required by law etc. At every Model rally that I have attended during the last two years, I have been asked to 
produce my boiler certificate and insurance (usually at the gate or entrance). If it is out of date you don’t run. As 
far as I am aware the N.T.E.T. has nothing to do with Model Engineering Societies or clubs so why have the 
disk. Rules for the sake of rules I wonder. Just to go over the top does this Society have a similar disk for the 
loco’s However rally’s run under N.T.E.T. regulations require them as does the model rally at Breamore but not 
the one run by the Museum its self. Perhaps I am missing something so if that be the case would this Society be 
willing to contact me enlighten me.  Please phone 02380 487067 
 
 

Editor’s Note  
 Thank you to all of the contributors to this newsletter it has been very difficult for me to sit hear and write 
about a man who’s company I very much enjoyed in the eighteen years that I have been a member of the 
Southampton Society. He will be sadly missed for his willingness to make anything and everything happen, from 
Mother and Toddler’s to the disabled group’s day which now form part of our regular calendar. I hope that we 
shall be able to do his memory justice on the 29th/30th June.  
 
 

 

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN - Robert Frost 
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveller, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 
And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 
I shall be telling this with a sigh. 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I- 
I took the one less travelled by, 
And that has made all the difference.  


