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Club Corner  

1999 

1st January  Frost Bite from 9.30 onwards. 

13th January  The Talk by Gary Wragg that we didnÕt get in October. 

23rd January  TEE Publishing Model Engineering exhibition Edmonton - Coach leaves 

track 8.30 prompt 

10th February  A talk on the Steam Pinnace Based at Gosport - By Peter Hollins 

10th March  Clock making - A talk by Paul Evans 

24th March  A.G.M. - Commences 7.30pm. 

28th March  First Days Running of Season at Riverside 

10/11th April  Two Day Spring Event 

14th April  A talk by Jeremy Coomer 

12th May  A smaller ÔBangÕ - Instructions from Frank Webb 

9th June  Outside Visit to Mid-Hants Railway, Ropley 

19th June   Proposed Trip to the Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway 

 The second club outing will be in August. Proposed visit to Quainton Road 

Railway(Buckinghamshire Railway Center) and for the ladies a visit to Waddesdon Manor - the 

home of the famous Rothschild family. Date and further details in the March Newsletter. 

All meetings are held at The Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne, 

Southampton. 

On the second Wednesday each month at 8.00pm. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

The A.G.M. will be held on Wednesday 25th March 1998 at the Royal British Legion, Bullar 

Road, Southampton. Commencing at 7.30pm. 

Agenda 

 1/ Chairman to open meeting and accept apologies. 

 2/ Minutes of last A.G.M. 

 3/ Matters arising. 

 4/ Chairmans report. 

 5/ Treasurers report 

 6/ The President. 

 7/ Life members. 

 8/ Election of officers and committee. 

 9/ Auditors. 

 10/ Items raised by members. 

 Any member wishing to raise a question at the A.G.M. must do so in writing. The letter 

to be with the Secretary no later than 21(Twenty one) days before the meeting. 

 

 Members are reminded that Subscriptions are Due 

 on the 1st Jan 1999. 
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Chairman and SecretaryÕs Chat 



 It doesnÕt seem possible that another track running season has been and gone - except 

that this one will be remembered for the ÒrainÓ - it was responsible for our losing six days 

passenger running.  

 The outside club visit to Chilcomb House was very well attended by 39 members. Gary 

Wragg was most apologetic following his non - appearance at our October meeting. Due to this 

we have done things in reverse, as Gary will now be giving his talk in January on the Hampshire 

Preservation Collection and the new museum under construction at Basingstoke. It will help 

those who did see this collection because they will be able to visualise those items set aside for 

ÔMilestonesÕ which is due to open mid way through  

7the millennium. We will definitely get a coach for a club visit to se it. 

 The committee are really pleased to announce that Mollie Giles has agreed to come on to 

the committee and will be taking over the post of Membership Secretary, with immediate effect. 

DonÕt forget that membership fees are due on the 1st of January 1999 and Mollie will be ready 

to receive your subs at ÔFrost biteÕ or of course if it is easier, post them to her, but please put 

your renewal form with the payment. 

 The Health ad Safety Seminar was well attended and represented some 30 Societies if 

any Society would like a copy of the minutes from this Seminar, please write to me enclosing £1, 

for the cost of postage/printing. The committee have decided to erect barriers for entry/ exit on 

the raised trackÕs platform, similar to the ones on the 

R ground level platform. It was also agreed that a barrier will be placed between the two tracks 

down the whole area of the platforms. There are still several jobs to be done and they have now 

been listed on the board in the club house. Any volunteers would be made welcome and as usual 

the first cup of tea is at 10 oÕclock. 

 The ÔPoppy RunÕ on Armistice Sunday was very well attended by both club members 

and the general public. We had 4 - 7ùÓ gauge locoÕs 5 - 5Ó gauge locoÕs running and the 

children made the most of having such a variety of locoÕs to ride on. 

 From the weight of the collecting tins it looks as if we could have a record amount this 

year. 

 

Our best wishes to you all for Xmas and the new year.       Monica and Dave 

 

158 Athelstan Road 

Bitterne 

Southampton 

8. 9. 98 

To the Officers,Committee and Members 

Southampton Society of  

M 

.odel Engineers Ltd. 

 We would like to thank you all most sincerely for all the cards,letters, messages of  

  condolence, beautiful floral tributes and donations received in our sad loss of 

Derek.  

 To all those who gave time to attend his funeral. For all the kindness and care, the visitors 

and cards received by Derek during his illness. For all the love, care and kindness shown to to us 

during these past weeks. 

 A most sincere and heartfelt thank you to you all. We will all miss him very much. 



    love 

    Mollie, David & Gwen. 

 

 

  Chairman    Secretary              Editor 

       Mr Dave. G.Batt                         Mrs Monica.J. Batt                          

Mr Paul Clarke. 

 46 Vespasian Road 46 Vespasian Road 28 Conifer Road 

 Bitterne Manor Bitterne Manor Coxford 

 Southampton Southampton Southampt 

on 

 SO18 1AZ SO18 1AZ SO16 5FX 

 

2 

Notes from the Committee Meetings 

Supplied By Ron Bray 

 

 Mac Miles welcomed as new committee member, Mollie Giles also welcomed to the 

committee and thanked for taking on the post of membership secretary. 

 

Matters arising 

 Paul Clarke has taken on the job of the mower and made an excellent job in getting it 

repaired. Bill Dwyer has re-tyred a total of nine trolleys to date and three are to be completed 

soon. Creosote for track and paint for the main storage building to be purchased. New mower 

purchased in running order. Netley Marsh to be announced again at Christmas buffet and January 

meeting. Good response to 1999 club outings, one to Romney Hythe and Dymchurch, Quaiton 

Road and a Stately home the other. 

 

Correspondence 

 Newsletters received from  

7the following, Isle of Wight, Ascot, Chichester, Birmingham and Brighton Societies. Request 

for the portable track  to attend St James School on the 15/5/99 confirmed. Letter of thanks from 

the Southampton Parent and Toddler Group enclosing a fifty pound donation. Correspondence 

received from City Council re the extra storage building. 

 

Treasurers Report 

 Proposed to purchase the sit on mower from John Davis. 1997-1998 Corporation Tax 

rendered to Inland Revenue. 

Monies divested to:- Jewsons(Plywood for trailer), Bouquets(wreath),Co-op(Tea), 

 M,J, Engineering(Parts for Halton Tank), Kennet and Horse Boat Company(Society  

  outing),R.N.L.I.(Donation (speaker)),Holts of Totton(Spares), West End service  

   station(petrol for the ÔdieselÕ),Whitchurch Silk Mill(Society 

outing),Cobden service    station(Petrol for Mow 

Eer), Iceland(food for ÔFun DayÕ) Southern Electric, Royal British   

 Legion(H.S.E. Seminar-recoverable),Southern Water, Wymark(supply of oil 

cans),B,Miles Plant Hire(mower spares and labour costs), City of Southampton(planning 



permission). 

Members reimbursed:-  T Strickland, R Dean, D Batt (Petrol) 

    M Batt (Postage stamps) 

    R Bray (Postage stamps) 

    P Clarke (Mower spares) 

    B Hobley (Society stores) 

    E Moxham (various items) 

 

A.O.B. 

 E Moxham to carry on as boiler inspector till A.G.M. Risk assessment disscussed at the 

track. It is proposed that a barrier is sited on the five inch gauge platform similar to that on the 

seven and a quarter gauge, and also a further barrier between the two track to prevent members 

standing in the middle of the two tracks, the yellow line on the platform is to be repainted. 

Priority 

 must be given to the cover on the septic tank. Main storage building still needs to be painted. 

Signalling needs to be completed. Re-gauging and levelling of the elevated track needs to be 

completed. Steam Oil needs to be sourced from somewhere, and a Ton of steam coal should be 

purchased. Mollie has donated a microwave for use in the kitchen. Two day event is to be held 

on the tenth and eleventh of April. Leaflets to be sent out. Ready made vacuum reservoirs 

obtained for seven and a quarter trolleys. New track operating rules to be sent out with the March 

newsletter,and a card will be issued to all ÔcompetentÕ drivers (those listed in the back of the 

track operating book). From March 1999 a new book will be started and it will be called the 

ÔSociety Operating BookÕ to comply with the new health and safety regulations. 
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Rode Traction Engine Rally 

11th 12th July 1998 

by Ron Blizard 

 O 

n the Friday evening prior to the rally, a road run was held, some thirteen traction engines and 

three lorries taking part. The scales of these ranged between three inch, four inch and four and a 

half inch, models of Foster, Burrell, McLaren, Alchin, Ransomes and Tasker in evidence. 

 The road run commenced at 18:35 with sixteen engines lining up at the entrance to the 

Bird Garden. At 18:45 the procession moved off behind the leader walking in front dressed in 

black frock coat and top hat and carrying the obligatory red flag. 

 Left out of the gate in single file the procession snaked, passed the Mill Public House, 

taking a right turn into the village of Rode. The only slight mishap was at the bridge at the Mill 

when a Foster ran into the rear of a Burrell or was it the other way on? Though a number of the 

engine did prime. 

 The procession waited at the village centre for some 15 minutes whilst the slower ones c 

aught up. Coal and water stocks being replenished at this time. The second leg of the journey 

was from Rode village to the Bell Inn, arriving there at 19:30. The journey back to the garden 

commenced at 20:15 after taking on adequate refreshments for both engine and drivers. Turning 

left out of the Bell Inn car park down the hill to Rode village, coming to a halt at the village 

centre for the ritual of coal and water replenishment. Whilst the less speedy engines were able to 



join the main body. 

 The villagers had come out buy this time and were enjoying the occasion, lining the 

streets as the fourth and last leg of the run commenced. I think it is possibly one of the only 

major events to befall Rode. As the last leg started I managed to hitch a lift on a three inch 

Ransome traction engine. 

 All the engines completed the three miles run with weather keeping dry. Which is more 

than can be said for the Saturday and Sunday. 

  

The Saturday started dry though overcast. Approximately forty engines raised steam and made 

the run from the campsite to the Bird Garden. At this point the heavens opened up and we spent 

the rest of the day dodging showers till the grand parade at 15:30, after which a lot of very wet 

engines and drivers proceeded back to the camping site. Yours truly having to be towed the last 

quarter of a mile as the fire died. 

 The weather on Sunday did not improve so we didnÕt even make the effort to light up. 

By 12.00 most of us had thrown in the towel, packed up and left for home. Though the weather 

was appalling the rally was a most enjoyable event, though I do feel sorry for the organiser who 

spent so most of the year making preparations. Still thatÕs the joy of living in this fair isle. 

 Hopefully he will have another go next year and you never know the weather might make 

up for any disappointment felt in 1998.              

†††††† 
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OFor Sale 

Myford Super Seven. 

Plus Vertical Mill. 

As New! 

Phone 01703 - 462218 

Oil Cans 

The treasurer has a new supply 

 the ever popuplar non drip work any way up oil can 

These can be obtained from him at the tracksite or at general meetings. 

Price £13.00 Small 

        £14.70 Large 

Society Badges are available from the same source. 

bFor Sale 

Clayton Steam Wagon 

Complete with trailer etc 

As New! well almost. 

Phone 01703 - 495125 

LOOK !!! 

LOOK !!! 

                For Sale 

Any One of two 7ùÓ 0-4-0T 

     Narrow Gauge LocoÕs 

    Both Boilers Certificated 

      Phone01962- 865099 

Mrs N Clarke 
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