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Club Corner 

26th June  Visitors from four special needs groups in the Southampton area. (start 10.00am) 
   ( plenty of Loco’s for this event please) 
30th June  Southampton Parent and Toddler Annual visit to the track. (start 10.30am) 
14th July  Bring and Buy and Chin Wag. 
17/18th July  Guilford Steam Railway. 
14th August  Second Fun Day at Riverside Commencing at 10.00 am 
   Barbecue at 5:00pm All family welcome. 
8th September  A talk on Foundry work. 
13th October  ‘Old Boys Toys’ A brief history of ‘Hornby Dublo’ by Richard Upton. 
10th November  Modern Day Signalling  a talk by Ted White. 
8th December  Annual Christmas Buffet. 
1st January  The Millenium’s first frost bite!!!! 
 
Please note that Wednesday evenings have now started at the track. 
The August meeting will be at the track as we will be having the fun day on the Saturday 
 
All meetings are held at The Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne, Southampton. 
On the second Wednesday each month at 8.00 pm. 
 

Chairman and Secretary;s Chat 
 

 We have had a great start to the season as we are over the 3000 passengers carried already. The two 
day spring event was successful again this year. With 30 Loco’s in attendance. Due to lack of help we shall not be 
attending Netley Marsh Rally this year. On Saturday 26th June we have four special needs groups coming for a 
day out at Riverside. Please can we have lots of helpers and most especially Loco’s on this day, as we would like 
to give them a really lovely day out. I have asked Paul to copy the letter we received (along with a framed 
certificate) from the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. This was presented to Dave, Pete and I on Friday 14th 
May at the R.B.L. Spring Poppy Dance at the Manor Club. We have also displayed this letter, coupled with a letter 
of thanks from the Society, on the side of the Station building, thanking members of the public for their support 
over the past few years and hope for their continued support in the future on our annual Poppy Run. We were 
very proud to accept this award on behalf of the Society. The signal system is now fully operational thanks to Jim 
Hoile’s son Roger and it makes my job as signals operator a lot more interesting now. A big thank you to Bill 
Richards who has spent his spare time painting the whole of the Clubhouse and Station building - it looks really 
good now. Our ‘Mr Brunel’ having completed his job on the design and laying down of the 7¼” track has taken on 
a new name - that of Alan Titchmarsh - head gardener of the Society’s grounds. Throughout the Autumn and 
Winter months he has painstakingly taken cuttings of  all types of shrubs that he could lay his hands on and at the 
start of the season planted them in and around the station area and a large shrub bed at the River View end of the 
track. 
 Thanks to the right balance of weather so far they appear to have all taken and coupled with the fact that the 
inside of the track has taken on the appearance of a cricket green ( the boys have got a new ‘toy’ - a sit on lawn 
mower) The whole site looks really first class. We hope to see you sometime during the season. Here’s hoping 
the weather balance stays in our favour for a change this year. 
 
    Monica Secretary 
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For Sale  
7¼ A3 In Good working order 

£15,000 O,N,O. 
Tel J, Moody. 

01962 712221 evenings 
 
 

Notes From The Committee Meetings 
By R Bray 

Matters Arising 
 250 Sets of track operating rules have been printed, together with competent drivers cards, now awaiting 
lamination. 
 Vice Chairman post was not notified in the December Newsletter (1998) So position will remain vacant 
until A.G.M. in 2000 
 No details received from Netley Marsh (15.2.99). As Society is no longer in need of revenue, so will not be 
attending this year. Lack of members to staff stand has also been a problem. 
Treasurers Report 
 Photocopies of Society 5” gauge trolley bogies distributed to those members requiring them. 
 Letters of responsibility received from account, there is now a set of procedures. 

In respect of Corporation Tax Return - this to be prepared by treasurer and if necessary to ask the 
accountant for advice. 

 Financial statements prepared and signed, sent of to Registrar of friendly Societies 
 Ken Shaw has retired - Robert Goodwin has taken over as the Society Accountant. 
 Year 2000 subscription reminder will need an extra note regarding members over the age of 76 years 
requiring personal insurance because these members require a slightly higher premium. 
Membership Secretary 
 Membership now stands at 163 
Social Secretary 
 Fun Day on Saturday 14th of August - Barbecue in the late afternoon. 
A.O.B. 
 Two new committee members - Steve Titley and Mike Rackett, Peter Howarth and Bill Rymer having 
resigned 
 It has been agreed that tickets will be clipped at the entry barrier. So two ticket collectors are now required 
Sundays to operate the platforms. 
 

A Visit To The Manor Railway 
By Don Cottle 

 
 Last year my wife and I visited a number of Miniature Railways. The most impressively named was the 
‘Newchapel,Horne and Burston Grand Junction Railway’ at Horley which was almost as long as it’s name! Once 
every year many of these lines have a fete, or public open day. The 10¼” Gauge ‘Manor Railway’ which is located 
in the grounds of ‘Scopes’ (Spastics Society), Ingfield Manor Residential School is located at Five Oaks, north of 
Billingshurst and is typical in doing this. 
 For the occasion they were graced by the presence of Dame Vera Lynn, Michael Aspel and Tony Hart (of 
BBC Children's TV) who mingled with visitors at the fete in the schools grounds during the afternoon.  
 Whilst there were a number of disadvantaged children present, it was pleasing to see so many of them 
enjoying the facilities and trains with their families in the Manor grounds. Apparently the members of the small 
club running the Railway do their own fund raising and do not any financial help from ‘Scope’, or the school. It 
usually operates in the summer, twice a month for the pupils, but occasionally alters it’s routine for special events. 
We arrived fairly early and met several people I knew. The members were very friendly and offered refreshments 
and had time for conversation; we had a ride following the opening. 
 They ran for the school a very hectic schedule, based on Ingfield Central Station, located about half way 
along the line. 
 When this started we spent the rest of the time videoing and looking around the fete, which by 3pm was 
quite busy. The line commences at ‘Haven Road Station’ which consists of a small goods yard and the main Loco 
Yard. Movements in and out are via a turntable. The line overall is based on a branch line rather than the usual 
circuit. Therefore a number of trains run tender first, especially if they are very busy. Several also ran double 
headed once passenger hauling began, for various reasons. From ‘Haven Road’ which also has a wharf line, (for 
unloading locos or ballast) the train departs through trees and runs along the bottom of the schools garden 
parallel with a hedge. The train stops at ‘Garden Crossing Halt’ where there is an entrance from a field used as 
the car park. The train then departs, going through an arch in the hedge, and runs around the edge of a playing 
field to ‘Ingfield Central Station’. This is a passing loop with two platforms and shelters. At each end is a siding, 
both were used for stock and loco movements as the station was the line pivotal point that day. On some trains 
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 loco’s were changed, or trains altered here. The member in charge of communications and track here was very 
busy all afternoon and dealing with train information to and from either end. From ‘Ingfield Central Station’ trains 
headed east on around the schools ‘Peto’ unit by way of a large curve and into a wood as far as ‘Marsh Halt’, 
where there were another two platforms and a loop. Here they terminated, although the line goes on, but due to a 
steep gradient they wouldn't use it for passengers. I don't think that this section was quite complete, although I 
meant to walk it , our time ran out and a heavy shower also intervened. We lost time waiting for it to clear. At 
‘Marsh Halt’ was a small yard and outside a small loco shed stood an almost complete ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0 and 
another loco in steam. A larger shed was being built here and they were selling bricks at 1£ a time to complete it. 
On purchase we filled in the chart with the location, colour and type of brick on it, which was displayed there. As 
they had limited access to the public it struck me as a good fund raiser that day. 
 On the day of our visit the star attraction was ‘Sir Percival’ a 4-6-0 ‘King Arthur Class’ loco but equally 
interesting was a blue ‘Caledonian’ 4-4-0 ‘Dunalistair’, a ‘Great Central’ 4-4-2, plus two 0-6-0 L.B.S.C.R. ‘Terrier 
Tanks’. A couple of small 0-4-0 tender locos were not being used and unfortunately a resident 4-6-0 ‘Black Five’ 
was away for attention. I was particularly hoping to see this running as it had a long history. It started life in 
Lowestoft and had operated on two commercial tracks in northern Scotland and parts of England before coming 
here. Several locos came for the day(from Kent) and this meant that the resident non-steam motive power was 
not required, as it often is. 
 Although the Railway started in 1973, it was not until 1976 that the first section opened, and 1977 before 
it was completed to Ingfield Central. That Station was completed and fully operational about 1979/80, and the 
extension to Marsh Halt after that so it has taken some time to build and is still developing. 
The Open day this year is Sunday 13th June.  
 

Southampton M.E.S. Open Weekend. 
By Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 Another year come and gone so to speak. Friday evening saw the start of activity with put up of the 
marquee and kitchen tent. Not quite so many members this year but things where happening. I arrived early 
evening just as Molly was emerging from the club house with a tray of tea. I made a nice comment about the 
same, only to be told I had not been there long enough to earn a cup of tea. I had to quickly point out that a 
gentleman life member could not work on an empty stomach hence a very nice cuppa. When I left late in the 
evening there were just a few odd jobs to be done. I understand that David Giles had spent most of Friday grass 
cutting and tidying up whilst Molly had cleaned the club house hovering and polishing the aftermath of the winter 
working parties (another cup of tea for the mention) 
 Saturday and Sunday saw some reasonable weather and I thought not quite so many visitors as in the 
past. In the Track Log book I counted eighteen engines five of which were our own members having said that 
some excellent steaming was observed throughout the two days both on the 3½”/5” and 7¼” tracks.  
 In the Marquee it was nice to see Malcolm and John from M.J. Engineering I know that they are both very 
busy people so it is gratifying to know they find time to support a local event.  
 Time to say thank you to Monica, Molly, Peggy and all the ladies supplying  the food and also the visitors 
without whom we don’t have an event. 
 

I.O.W. Open Day April 25th 1999 
By Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 This year was to be just a little different as Paul Clarke expressed an interest in going and taking his 2-6-4 
S.E.C.R. ‘Onward’ he asked if I wanted to go with him, this meant that for the first time ever I went by car and 
missed my walk from the ferry to the track. On arriving at the ferry terminal I noticed quite a few familiar faces 
Andover, Winchester, Ascot and yes even two cars from Beech Hurst the sensibly priced car plus four people had 
made it worth coming to Southampton, to cross. From East Cowes onto the chain ferry and a short drive to 
Broadfields. Unloading went very swiftly with plenty of help from the host club. Once everything was put onto the 
steaming bay. I had a quick glance around the grounds and noticed a 5” & 7¼” ground level track inside the 
raised one, it wasn’t there last year so I can only assume they must have had a night shift going. Although a 
complete circuit I was assured that there was still plenty of work still left to achieve the standard envisaged. A 7¼” 
Wren was running most of the day with quite a number of different drivers. By now most of the visitors were in 
steam and later I took a spell at the controls of ‘Onward’ to let Paul have a wander and a ‘cuppa’ Yet again an 
excellent do only to be bettered by the ladies of the Society with a wonderful spread of food, spoilt for choice with 
so much to choose from. Having a separate tea and drinks bar is a good idea and seems to work quite well. So 
ladies a very big thank you for your mammoth work. Not only railway engines to see but a 4” Foster traction 
engine in steam , a 1927 Austin Seven open top and of course a good assortment of boats on the pond even a 
submarine which I missed, it was just being lifted out as I appeared not forgetting of the usual flock of tadpoles. All 
that remains is to say thank you I.O.W. for a super day from Paul Clarke, Brian Hobley and Merlin from 
Southampton. 
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M.J. Engineering Open Weekend May 15th 16th 
By Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 I took a trip to M.J’s on the Saturday afternoon and upon walking into the shop was greeted with a nice 
cup of coffee I made a few pleasant remarks to which John Steer gave me a few biscuits and two or three 
sausage rolls what a nice gesture I thought only to realise that the idea was to put food into my mouth to stop me 
talking. Outside were two 3” Scale Fowler A7 traction engines in steam wandering hear and there quite a detailed 
and robust model. Also a stationary engine steam plant driving a generator. It’s always fascinating to see carefully 
manufactured bits and pieces come alive. Inside the shop a very nice 2" Scale Fowler A7 Road Locomotive not 
quite finished but very nicely made, quite an impressive looking engine and 
 also quite large in 2”. M.J. also have a selection of stationary engines books, second hand tools and equipment 
etc, plus all of their castings and fittings and materials but the other side of the weekend are the various people 
you are able to meet and chat to it adds up to a few interesting hours, another cup of coffee for the road and head 
homewards. 

Help 
Has any one a 2BA or 3/16th left hand taper and plug tap plus die that I would be able to borrow.  
Thanks in anticipation 
Merlin 01703 487067 

A note from the editor 
 

 As an aside to Merlin's jottings from his hectic diary (these tea drinking pensioners! sorry gentlemen). It 
was a good job we met up with the Andover gang as Merlin didn't know how to get to the track in a car. I was 
going to make him walk up the hill and let me follow in the car! I think I am right in saying that ‘Onward’s’ trip to the 
island was it’s first trip across the water. I know that it went to Blenhiem Palace when Oxford had their track there 
in the early eighties. I have since taken it to their new track at Cutteslowe Park on a couple of occasions. If 
anyone out there knows of any other outings that the engine had whilst in the ownership of Denys Pack or Les 
Searle I should like to hear from them. 
 

Oil Cans 
The treasurer has a new supply 

the ever popular non drip work any way up oil can 
These can be obtained from him at the tracksite or at general meetings. 

Price £13.00 Small 
£14.70 Large 

Society Badges are available from the same source. 
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