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Club Corner 
24th June Open day for Special Needs Visitors – 10.00am onwards 
12th July Outside visit to Eastleigh (Assemble outside gate 2 – 7.00pm £1/person. 
13th July Southampton parent and toddlers at the track 10.30 – 2.30. 
14-16th July Guildford Traction Engine Rally. 
5th August Coach Outing – Day Trip to Swanage 
 Coach leaves ‘Riverside’ at 8.00am - Cost £7.50 
12th August Fun Day at ‘Riverside’ 
19th August Portable track event at Eling Tide Mill. 
20th August Special portable track event at ‘Pirelli Sports Ground’ for “Emma” – all monies 

taken are to donated to the charity. 
13th September Building a furnace – Talk by Steve Williamson – his second talk 
11th October My work as a jeweller – a talk by Bill Badcock 
8th November Tallylyn Railway – talk by Peter Kent-Mason. 
13th December Annual Christmas Buffet. 
 

All meetings are held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 
Note there will be NO general Wednesday evening meeting at Bullar Road in August 

 
Some dates which may be of Interest 
8/9th July IMLEC at Worden Park home of the Leyland SME (watch this space!) 
22nd/23rd July The dreaming spires rally hosted by the Oxford Society at their Cutteslowe Park site. 
13th August LBSC Memorial Bowl Rally courtesy of the Bromsgrove SME at their Avoncroft site. 
10th September SEQLEC at the Sutton Coldfield MES at their Little Hay track site. 
30th August/3rd September The Great Dorset Steam Fair 2000. 
 
I have received a phone call from Don Cottle saying that the date given in the last newsletter for the 
Ingfield Manor (Scope) open day is incorrect and that it is to be held on Sunday 18th June from 2.00pm 

Also it has come to my attention that a lot of the engines have moved to the ‘South Downs Light 
Railway’. Which is located in the Country Gardens, Garden Centre in Pullbourgh West Sussex. This 
railway is due to run from May onwards on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
Copy for the September Newsletter to be sent, handed/thrown at me at the August meeting please you 
may also email me at (newsletter@tesco.net)  
 

Chairman      Secretary    Editor 
Mr D. G. Batt      Mrs M. J. Batt   Mr Paul Clarke 
46 Vespasian Road     46 Vespasian Road   28 Conifer Road 
Bitterne Manor     Bitterne Manor   Coxford 
Southampton      Southampton   Southampton 
SO18 1AZ      SO18 1AZ    SO16 5FX 
                                                    1 



Chairman and Secretary's Chat 
It is with a lot of difficulty that I am writing this newsletter as I decided to smash the patio slabs in 

the garden by crashing down on them – end result a compound fracture of the wrist, which has since 
been plated and screwed into place – no comments please. 
 As you will see from the ‘Dates for the Diary’ we have a lot going on over the next few months. 
We do need your support please for two “special” events. 
 The first one is the return visit from our four special needs groups – and from the 
correspondence received they are all looking forward to their day with us. On a different day to normal – 
a Thursday this time – is the visit from the parent and toddler groups. We need lots of loco’s and help 
for both events please 
 Our annual coach outing is a day out in Swanage where you can all do your own thing – town, 
beach, Corfe Castle or the railway – there are loads of things to keep you interested. Cost for the coach 
is £7.50 – list is the clubhouse 
 The following week is the annual fun day at the track from 10.00am onwards finishing up, as 
usual with a barbecue? 
 You will see that we have two portable track events taking place the following weekend. We 
don’t normally do portable track events on Sunday’s but this one we feel is very special. Emma is only 
four years old but she has a childhood illness called ‘Infantile Battens Disease’ and will not reach her 
teenage years. This special day is to raise funds to help Emma get the special needs that she requires. 
All the equipment will be handed down when she no longer needs them. 
 The £1 entry charge for the Eastliegh visit is to go direct to the preservation society. 
 The weather this season has not been on our side – but fortunately the sun shone on us for our 
two day event, and it was really successful. 
 It would be great to see some new faces helping out at the track on a Sunday – and here’s 
hoping for some “summer” weather for a change a successful season at the track. 
 
Monica. Secretary 

Notes from the committee meetings 
From Ron Bray 

Correspondence 
 Proposal received that the subscription should be increased. Upon discussion by the committee 
a counter proposal was voted ‘en bloc’ to increase the subscription to £10 per annum from 1/1/2001 
Treasurers Report 
 A further supply of oilcans is to hand. These may be the last available, as supplying company is 
ceasing to stock. 
 Prices:  Small  £13.00 
   Large  £14.70 
Insurance of society equipment to be increased, 
Society has purchased a 7¼” diesel outline locomotive from a society member. 
Membership Secretary 
 127 paid up members plus ten life members, new member C, Griffiths. Geof Webb is in hospital. 
Social Secretary 
 The subject of this year’s society outing was discussed. A suggestion is that we take a coach to 
the Dorset steam fair. 
Track 
 All points on the 7¼” checked and three passenger trolleys have been fitted with vacuum brakes 
– enough spares to complete a fourth. 
 Richard Reeves is responsible for the track safety book. 
A.O.B. 
 Barry Eden was very pleased to accept life membership. 
 Malcolm Frost (MJ Engineering) made Hon life member. 
 Garage now rented in (Bishopstoke) for portable track. 
 All monies raised at charity event at Pirelli sports field to be given to that charity and no 
expenses to be taken. 
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The AGM 
From notes taken by the editor 

 The chairman whom received apologies from absent members opened the Annual general 
meeting. The minutes of the last AGM were read and seconded as correct, and then we got down to 
this year’s business. 
 I seem to have no notes under the heading ‘maters arising’ so either I wasn’t listening or I had 
broken my pencil lead. 
 The Chairman reported a successful year with passenger carrying figures only slightly down on 
last year. The annual run on Armistice Day for the British Legion was very well attended and a new 
record sum was handed over to them at the end of the day. Many thanks to all whom took part. 
 Our Treasurer Ron Bray has done us proud again in keeping track of our expenditure for yet 
another year. After going through the books with the members present, I think everyone understood the 
figures that were before us. The job of treasurer is not to be under estimated, as our books have to be 
up to the mark for our accountants and the friendly societies commission. I know how long and hard 
Ron works in the weeks leading up to the AGM in meetings with the accountant’s etc. A very big thanks 
to you Ron. 
 The president opened his address with a quip about the number of years that he has been in 
office, and carried on to praise the society and its work. His main concern was the lack of younger faces 
at the AGM and wondered what could be done to increase the numbers of younger members. He 
closed wishing the committee and members the best of health and good fortune for the coming year. 
 At the time of an annual meeting we remember those who have given over a great deal of there 
time to help the society. It was appropriate that Barry Eden should be made a life member of the 
society. He has worked his way up from tea boy (many years ago) to vice president. Unfortunately 
Barry could not be with us to receive his badge of office. The other person to be given life membership 
is Malcolm Frost of MJ Engineering, Malcolm has been involved with the society for over twenty years 
and has given freely of his time on countless occasions when a speaker has been required. Malcolm for 
his efforts has been given Honorary Life Membership. 
 The election/press ganging of officers went quite smoothly this year but we still have some posts 
to fill if we wish to spread the load of running the society. It is and has never been fair to expect the 
same people to carry on indefinitely year after year.  
 Under the title Matters raised by members, a letter was read out proposing that the annual 
subscription be raised, for a variety of reasons. The committee responded with a counter proposal 
suggesting that the subscription be raised to £ 10.00 Per annum   

A Culinary Interlude 
By Paul Clarke 

After the major success of the Pineapple cake at the two-day event in April, I have been asked to 
include the recipe for the cooks out there. I can claim no real gastronomic claim as the recipe has been 
handed down from my mum! 
Apple Cake 
12ozs flour 
8ozs butter/ marg (mums original recipe was for marg) 
6ozs sugar, 4ozs mixed fruit, 3 eggs 
Pinch of salt 
1lb apples cut into small pieces.(2 foil packets of fruit from supermarket) 
Preheat oven to350 or Gas mark 4  
Rub fat into the flour and salt, Stir in the sugar and fruit, Then the apple. Lastly the beaten eggs. Mix in 
with a metal spoon do not beat. 
Mixture will be stiff on the spoon. Spoon into 8” cake tin and cook for 1¼ hours on the bottom rack in 
the oven. Put up feet and watch daytime TV beware do not fall a sleep or you may end up like the 
queen of hearts. 
The smarter people out there will have spotted that the recipe is for an Apple cake not Pineapple. In 
fact I have tried this recipe with all manner of fruit from Apricots to Papaya. I find that the pre packed 
fruit in foil packets from the supermarkets are the best source of fruit supply. I shall attempt a ginger 
and orange mixture sometime in the future. The fruit seems to be packed in 250gram packets, and sold 
as ‘ready to eat’. I find that the fruit has just enough syrup to not make the mixture to wet. 
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A Trip Towards the North 
By Merlin Biddlecombe 

 



 Whilst chatting to John Lloyd he mentioned that he would like to attend the northern model 
engineering exhibition at Harrogate. I quickly offered to go with him, so arrangements were put to hand. 
Before we go further let me just say that it just so happens that John is writing about the exhibition side 
of things and I about the place and trip so if we get at cross-purposes or duplicate something please 
bear with us. A phone call by John produced a bed and breakfast and hotel brochure from which one 
was duly chosen I should perhaps say the tourist information at Harrogate supplied it. Now as soon as 
you mention Harrogate and the exhibition everyone without exception speaks very highly of it an 
encouraging start. Come the 11th May of we start at 9.45am up to the A34, M40, A43 onto the M1 and 
the start of quite a long haul right to the end in fact and then onto the A1, A1M and then A59 to 
Knaresbourgh where we had booked or nights stay. Knaresbougrh being about 3 miles from the Royal 
Showground. Arriving around 3.00pm John suggested a pop into Harrogate for a walk about, a lovely 
place with parks and gardens dotted here and there with displays of tulips and wallflower beds and 
displays like I have never seen before absolutely magnificent. At about 5.30pm back to Knaresbourgh 
for another walk about with the main intention of an evening meal, but I must say we got a bit carried 
away with this rather picturesque place. A quaint little station out on a very high viaduct with a river 
below. We noticed that there were about 50 rowing boats tied up by one bank obviously a very popular 
place in the summer. On now to a pub for a meal that too was first class the portions were quite large 
and at reasonable prices. At breakfast on Friday morning three gents on another table were talking 
about models they happened to be from Kent so a long talk with them started off what turned out to be 
an excellent day. Once inside the exhibition something which caught my eye was the hotplate and 
utensils doing the fast food. A large hotplate with three frying pans about 2ft Dia and 3”-4” deep and a 
handle of about 2ft long 3” Dia one was full of curry, one was full of burgers, sausages, bacon and the 
third was used for incidental fry ups. One egg being fried whilst I was watching did look rather lost. The 
exhibition it’s self  was about the size of Donnington a great number of trade stands and prices do vary 
so it pays to have a good look around before you purchase anything The model side of the exhibition 
was superb and it was nice to see the northern clubs of which do not come too far south. Some very 
interesting models on display but not that many traction engines either on display or outside running 
perhaps Saturday and Sunday would see more outside. The model boat clubs were well represented 
and some rather nicely built jobs they were. This is just a brief outline of the models in case John 
doesn’t make the newsletter deadline in which case Johns article will appear in the next issue. Both 
journeys up and back were uneventful no hold ups or queues etc. 
 

For Sale 
Don Young  ‘Aspinal’ 0-6-0 

Drawings, Castings full set, some machined 
Boiler Material outer wrapper formed and end plates 

£300 Ring Merlin on 023 80487067 
 

For Sale 
Chesterman Height Gauge 15 “ in original box with al accessories, 

Surface plate Granite perfect condition 12” Square, 
Baush & Lomb (German make) Micro scope Stero Zoom 0.7-3 times 20X eyepieces 

Magnification 14-16 times 
All the above items are now open to offers. 

Ring J Gardner 023 80783079 
 

For Sale 
Silver Steel Stubbs of England 

Barry Eden has acquired a job Lot of the above Silver Steel from a now defunct business. 
 This material is of manufacturer is Stubbs and is not to be compared with imported material now 
available. It can be hardened and tempered to make ‘D’ bit’s reamers form tools special taps etc. Many 
people also use it for locomotive axles and valve gear pins.  
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