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 Club Corner 
Wed 10th January  ‘First Aid Talk’ general first aid for home and workshop, Azalia Gosling. 
Wed 14th February  The Pensioners Summer Tour, Video of Den and the gangs exploits. 
Wed 14th March  AGM 7.30 start. 
 
 
April 14th / 15th Sat / Sun  Open Weekend ‘back after a year off’ see add later in Newsletter 
 
 

 

Christmas Salutations 
The Chairman, Officers and committee of the Society wish all of the membership all the best for the festive 

season and New Year 
 

. 
 
 

Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
Westhouse Cottage,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Southhill, Droxford,  Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO32 3PB   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 
 
 

NEW Email ADDRESS 
For any other info email (southampton.me@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 

 
 
 
 
 

The Passing of Jim Hoile 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of the passing of Jim Hoile on the 30th of August after a 
short illness. His funeral was held on the 7th September were he was laid to rest along with his wife Peggy. As a 
member of the Southampton Society I shall miss him as his experience of full size practice was immeasurable. 
His wit and charm will be missed by many.  
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Subscriptions 2007 

Subscriptions will be due on the 1st January2007 for the coming year, and will be collected until 28th 
February2007, after which date an additional £1.00 will need to be paid as technically membership would have 
ceased on that date. 

 Subscription Rate is £12.50 (twelve pounds fifty pence) per annum and £5.00 (five) pounds for junior 
membership. 

 Personal Insurance of £1.50 is also due for those members requiring to be thus covered. 

 Subscriptions (Cheques or Cash, but cheques preferred – made payable to ‘Southampton Society of 
Model Engineers Ltd’). Can be Paid at Riverside Park on January the 1st 2007 (Frost Bite) or the general meetings 
on January 10th and February 14th; otherwise by post to the Membership Secretary. 

Mrs M, Giles, 158 Athelstan Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton. SO19 4DJ 

Subscriptions are due on the 1st January 2007 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 2007 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 14th March 2007. The venue will be the Locomotive Engineers Club, Station 
Hill, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 9FJ. Commencing 7:30pm 

Agenda 

1/ Chairman to open meeting and receive apologies, 
2/ Minutes of last AGM 
3/ Matters arising, 
4/ Chairman’s report, 
5/ Treasurer’s report, 
6/ The President, 
7/ Life members, 
8/ Election of officers, 
9/ Election of Auditors, 
10/ Items raised by members. 

Any member wishing to raise a question at the AGM must do so in writing. The letter to be with the secretary no 
later than 21 (Twenty one) days before the meeting. 
 
 

Accounts 
 Copies of the accounts are to be available to all members by request. Committee members are to be 
given copies that may be viewed by members free of charge. It has been decided not to circulate accounts at the 
AGM in the usual manner, as has been the case in the past in an effort to reduce costs to the members. The 
treasurer has spent a considerable amount of time in effecting a new method of accounting with our accountant 
which has saved us a not inconsiderable sum of money which we intend to put to better use. 
 

EXBURY Steam in the gardens 
Paul Clarke 

 Unfortunately this year I could not give as much time as would have like to this event run by Dave Giles 
and the team at Exbury due to other commitments. Having collected numbers and other data from Dave I have 
complied this short note 

The turn out of engines for this event just seems to get bigger 85 this year including five full size engines. 
I hear that steam car arrived on Sunday plus the lads from the tractor club called in on their annual charity run for 
the ‘Honey pot House’. 
 During the two days gatherings were held at the main house in the mornings and afternoons. The full 
sized engines making their way by the road and the miniatures through the gardens after a quick photo call ever 
dispersed to do their own thing. With plenty of pathways available for the miniatures there should not have been 
any bored people about.  
 The event was blessed with reasonable weather for the majority of the weekend being mainly overcast 
with bright spells 
 It is particularly gratifying to see our own club members running their road engines of all types at this 
event as we don’t see then very often during the summer in park.  
 This event for road engines would now appear to be well and truly on the calendar of rallies particularly in 
the south. 
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Visit to Turnout, Belgium, 2006. 
By Den Hoad. 

 Turnout is situated about 20 miles N.E. Brussels. The occasion was the 3 day International Stoomdagen 25th 

anniversary and I had an invite to attend so asked Ron if he would like to go, to which he agreed. 
The chairman booked us a motel about 5 miles south of the town which was very suitable on the south side of 
Tournout. 
We went by ferry Dover/Dunkirk and arrived very late on the Friday evening not realising that we would meet up 
with all the traffic at the bottle neck at the tunnel under the Schelde at Antwerpen, a good 2 hours alone and 
desperate for a you know what.. We booked in our hotel early evening and went and found the track and made 
very welcome and told all about it. It is in a park nearly central to the town. 
It was a particular holiday week end and occurs every year. Inside the track were 2 large marquees, and 2 smaller 
ones, Loads of chairs and tables etc. 
One tent held a model exhibition the other had a bar and stage and tables and chairs, we wondered if they would 
ever fill them and we were not disappointed there were crowds all over the week end, even on the Sunday they 
had a flea market down both sides of the tree lined avenues, I don't think I have seen so many people. The 
weather was lovely and fine for the whole of the week end. There were children entertainers and bouncy castles 
roundabout etc. 
The track is single and is about 1 kilometre long in a kidney shape around the grassed area. As the morning 
progressed the people began to arrive and built up by the afternoon into hoards. 
The locos came from all over Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, France and England, a truly international 
show. There were about 30 locos all shapes and sizes and power on the track at any one time, average with 2 
wagons a piece depending on the size of loco. The Station was modelled on the original one in the Town  and 
was an all over one covering 4 tracks which took 2 trains per track, making 8 plus another 4 at least held outside 
waiting to be called forward to load. Tickets were issued at a kiosk for single or multi rides and were clipped on 
the trains by boy and girl scouts. They reckoned that they moved about 9000 people over the week end, that's 
moving something. People were milling about all over the tracks etc, would not be tolerated here and yet no 
accidents. 
I took my 7¼” Hunslet and over the weekend did 27 miles, an average of 9 a day, but no idea how many 
passengers we carried. Ron shared the driving and coped well  
Their Club was really 2 large containers end to end forming a workshop and storage plus a cafe and ticket office. 
The rolling stock was stabled in a 4 road building built like an air raid shelter.  
A large signal box controls electronically the roads into the station from the single track into 6 roads, 2 
undercover. The exits from the station platforms is controlled by a signalman who also controls  the merging into a 
single track and the turnouts to the steaming bays and turntable and loading lift, there is also another lift by the 
signal box on the inlet to the station. 
The reception at all times was most cordial and we were invited on the Saturday and Sunday to a 120 place sit 
down waitress service dinner in the evening at a nearby old peoples  centre, it was grand and no really language 
problems as a lot of them spoke English and translated the speeches for us. There was so much food left over, 
like Dan Hague the year before that when the model tent was cleared on the Monday evening we were invited 
with about another 80 to dine with them, a most enjoyable end to the weekend. 
We made our way back home on the Tuesday early to avoid Antwerpen bottle neck and sailed through without 
bother, in-fact we caught an earlier ferry. 
The Chairman, was a spitting image of Spike Milligan and early on Monday morning rode with the maker of a jet 
engine mounted on a scooter in a wagon 
A most enjoyable event.  
Thanks Ron for accompanying me again.  
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"Dordt in Stoom". Trip to Dordrecth Holland 2006. 
report by Den Hoad. 

Ron went to the above event in an organised tour party in 2004 and thought that I may like to see it in 2006 to 
which I readily agreed. It is held every 2 years. 
We duly picked and booked a hotel on the edge of Dordrecht and a ferry crossing, Dover /Dunkirk. 
We started out early on a Friday and arrived at the hotel late afternoon, booked in, left the car in their car park, 
unloaded our bicycles and explored the town.  
Everything was getting set up for the weekend and at about 8-00 pm an armada of ships paraded out into the river 
and what a sight, into the sunset, how they all managed to miss one an other I do not know. 
Having seen the event I can only liken it to the Great Dorset Steam Fair only mainly on water against a land 
event. 
All the quays were filling up with every conceivable machine etc you can imagine, all types of boat, large and 
small, steam tugs who normally are used every day, restored pleasure craft and working boats, the list is endless. 
On the Saturday and Sunday a parade into the dockside area included steam  traction engines, showman's and 
rollers as well as old commercial vehicles., quite a few from England and also miniatures, the list is endless. and 
finished with a real carnival procession on the Sunday evening. 
There was a stage in the square where sea folk singers and musicians performed and at sites all around the 
quays as well. There were steam fire engines, steam whistles, a steam dredger, models, stationary engines, even 
a whole belt driven workshop from a German museum, Dutch barges and river fishing boats. 
At steam hauled shuttle train comprising of a tank engine one end and a tender engine the other, ran from the 
station to an outlying industrial estate, there 2 large bus depots were emptied and model exhibitions were held in 
them. You could then take a preserved bus to the water side and connect to one of the boats for a trip back to the 
town quay. From there you could then take another old preserved bus back to the station. All for about  
£5-00 fare, and as many times as you liked. 
There is a fast regular water jet boat service from the town quay to other parts of Holland, they do move and 
intermingle with all the other boats plus the normal commercial river craft which are huge, and we even saw a 
large ocean going liquid gas tanker right up there with a tug fore and aft to control it. The river at that point is 
about 100 ft deep. and very wide and at the confluence of 2 rivers. 
All the boats taking part formed a continual procession  up and down the main river all day taking people for trips, 
there was one passenger boat of about 100 years old which looked just as if it had come out of the builders yard 
and on it was a steam calliope and you could hear it a long way off. 
We took our bikes to help us get around but had to remember where we had left them amongst the 1,000's there 
and they enabled us to see so much as we would not have been able to do so much without them and 
saved us from being tired.  
The crowds were tremendous and a job to get about on the bikes so we parked them up and joined the throng 
and when we had seen enough, regained the bikes, went around the back streets and parked up again. 
We met with some model engineers from Dan hag who had a portable 7¼” track on the quay side and were quite 
busy and met up again with them at Turnout. 
 Seeing the dismantling of the whole event on the Sunday evening was quite an affair as we stayed over the 
Sunday night and returned on the Monday. 
Apart from the event, we found the town very quaint and enjoyable in itself and I would like to go again if my 

minder would take me in 2008, thanks Ron for a very enjoyable time.   
Should anyone be interested I have a disc of the trip of stills and Ron has movie disc of same which I am 
prepared to lend out, it may even make an evening at the club if a projector could be provided, we also have one 
of the trip to Turnout. 
ED, Your on Den see you at the February meeting. 
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22nd. October. Giants of Steam at the Bluebell Railway, Sheffield Park. East Sussex. 
Den Hoad again? 

Three intrepid members of OUR Club are also members of The Mechanical Horse Club. 
They attended the event to support the TMHC stand with their respective large scale models, 
the members in question being, Ralph, with his Scarab artic, flat back trailer and crate load, Ron with his Scarab 
short wheel base "Boots" box van and Den with his 3 ton mechanical Horse artic and flat back trailer. 
We loaded Ralph's and Den's tractors in Den's car and towed Den's trailer containing Ron's box van, and Ralph's 
and Den's trailers and set out for Sheffield Park at 8-00 on Sunday morning in fine weather with a shocking 
forecast ahead.  
We made good time and arrived at 9-45 and were greeted by Ian Towel and Jeff Walls of the TMHC. We 
unloaded or vehicles and found unfortunately that Ron's front suspension had collapsed so had to part carry it to 
its display position. The other two were driven to and displayed with Ron's in a prominent position behind a full 
sized trailer. This was positioned on one side of the turning area by the station entrance, with the 3 other full sized 
Scarab's opposite making for a very imposing display. 
The rain set in by 11 and we were given free tickets to travel by train up the line and back. We then toured the 

Engine shads etc, by which time, we were soaking wet; it was time to sit in the car and eat our sandwiches.   
A young lad, a son of one of the Scammell drivers, Ralph let drive his lorry about, he was very keen and got very 
wet in the process. Den did venture down to the road and back twice with his lorry when the rain eased a bit. But 
otherwise all were stationary and we sheltered under the porch of the entrance to the office block.  
There seemed a very good turn out of the public in spite of the weather as the trains were operating an intensive 
service and seemed full all the time. City of Truro was double heading with a Dukedog and was very popular. Who 
should be there also was fellow Southampton member Alan from the Wednesday clan and wet into the bargain. 
Come 15-00 and we felt we had had enough and the rain did not seem to be abating so we loaded and made for 
home. 
On reflection in spite of the inclement weather we felt we had a good day out. 
 

 
 
 

Club Regalia 
Anyone requiring a sweat shirt or polo shirt 

Please contact Mollie as another order is to be placed in the near future 
 
We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 
Available from Mollie Giles 
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Return of the Open Weekend 2007 
 Last year we had to abandon plans for our annual open days as we were unable to be sure of having any 
track to run on due to water main works in the park. Which had the pipes been situated were they where drawn on 
the plan would have dissected the tracks in four places. As it happened they were we at least twenty feet away 
from the supposed position and the contractors contrived to move a valve box approximately one hundred and 
fifty feet down the pipe length so as not to excavate near our area at all. The work was completed on time but it 
did leave us short of time to announce to visitors that we were up and running as usual. So you’ve had a break 
from us for a year come and see us this year and see how much we’ve aged. 

 
 

Southampton Society of 

Model Engineers Ltd
OPEN WEEKEND

14th / 15th April

2007
We cordially invite you on the above date to enjoy our hospitality.

At our RIVERSIDE PARK track.

Complementary food for our guests will be provided.

All engines wishing to steam will of  course require a current boiler 

certificate.

Southampton Society of 

Model Engineers Ltd
OPEN WEEKEND

14th / 15th April

2007
We cordially invite you on the above date to enjoy our hospitality.

At our RIVERSIDE PARK track.

Complementary food for our guests will be provided.

All engines wishing to steam will of  course require a current boiler 

certificate.
 

7¼” ground level 1056 ft 

5” & 3½” raised track 1056 ft 

Continuous runs of approximately 2 miles on tarmac paths 

Road Traction Engines will require RTA insurance cover as well as a boiler certificates 

 
Page Filler 

If you are fascinated with words here a few re arranged ones for your perusal. 
 

Dormitory Rearrange and you get Dirty Room 
Presbyterian Rearrange and you get Best in Prayer 
Astronomer Rearrange and you get Moon Starer 
Desperation Rearrange and you get A Rope ends it 

The Eyes Rearrange and you get They See 
George Bush Rearrange and you get He Hugs Gore 

The Morse Code Rearrange and you get Here Come Dots 
Slot Machines Rearrange and you get Cash Lost in Me 

Election Results Rearrange and you get Lies, Let’s Recount 
Mother in Law Rearrange and you get Woman Hitler 
Snooze Alarms Rearrange and you get Alas no more Zs 
A Decimal Point Rearrange and you get I’m a Dot in Place 
The Earthquakes Rearrange and you get That Queer Shake 
Eleven Plus Two Rearrange and you get Twelve Plus One 

   

 
6 


