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    Vol. No 193 December 2007 

 Club Corner 
12th  December  John Silman (Chairman Hampshire Millers Trust) 

 Wind and Water mills of Hampshire 
1st  January  ‘Frostbite’ 
9th   January  ‘Chin wag’ and ‘Bits and pieces’ 
13th   February The ‘Rio Tinto Mines’ and their railways. Jon Sims. 
12th   March  A.G.M. 7:30pm Prompt 
9th   April 
19th/20th  April   Open Weekend 

 
NEW Email ADDRESS 

For any other info email (southampton.me@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 
 

Subscriptions 2008 

Subscriptions will be due on the 1st January2008 for the coming year, and will be collected until 29th February2008, 
after which date an additional £1.00 will need to be paid as technically membership would have ceased on that date. 

 Subscription Rate is £12.50 (twelve pounds fifty pence) per annum and £5.00 (five) pounds for junior membership. 

Optional extra for personal accident insurance with the Southern Federation. 
Rates are as follows 0-16 0.90p  16-74 £1.24  75+ £2.50 
The Subscription slip provided with this newsletter needs to be filled out and returned to keep our records up to date. 

 Subscriptions (Cheques or Cash, but cheques preferred – made payable to ‘Southampton Society of Model 
Engineers Ltd’). Can be paid at Riverside Park on January the 1st 2008 (Frost Bite) or the general meetings on January 9th and 
February 13th; otherwise by post to the Membership Secretary. 

Mrs M, Giles, 158 Athelstan Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton. SO19 4DJ 

Subscriptions are due on the 1st January 2008 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 2008 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 12th March 2007. The venue will be CIU Club, Manor Farm Road, Bitterene 
Park, Southampton. Commencing 7:30pm 

Agenda 

1/ Chairman to open meeting and receive apologies, 
2/ Minutes of last AGM 
3/ Matters arising, 
4/ Chairman’s report, 
5/ Treasurer’s report, 
6/ The President, 
7/ Life members, 
8/ Election of officers, 
9/ Election of Auditors, 
10/ Items raised by members. 

Any member wishing to raise a question at the AGM must do so in writing. The letter to be with the secretary no 
later than 21 (Twenty one) days before the meeting. 
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A Year in the life of Riverside 
 
 After ‘Frostbite 2007’ we had a short lull in proceedings at Riverside soon plans were made to finish 
something that had been left for far too long, the extension. The original proposal had been to build on an 
‘outhouse’ to the existing container in the form of a lean to. Difficulties in getting this underway had been such as 
build the skeleton of the ‘outhouse’ then cladding it making it vandal proof in a short time. As with many clubs the 
members are of an elderly nature and this method did seem long winded. During April just before the ‘Open 
Weekend’ we had an influx of itinerants in the upper end of the park which gave us the jitters as to there 
penechance for scrap metal and fly tipping could have given us real problems not of our own making. The 
‘Eastereggxpress’ event in conjunction with the council went of very well and to be paid to play trains by your 
landlords must be very rare indeed, a little snippet of this event appeared on ‘You Tube’ sometime later. The next 
month saw the revised ‘outhouse’ project in the form of a container being placed on the old steaming bay plinth. 
With a flurry of activity only normally seen when one shouts ‘tea up’ or ‘free beer’ the lads of the SAGA gang got 
stuck in. During this period it was decided to modify the unloading ramp for the seven and a quarter track to 
reduce the amount of lifting required. Meanwhile back in the container/ outhouse paint was being applied to all of 
the interior and most of the members involved became ‘Spotty Muldoon’s’ for several weeks as the various 
primers undercoats and top coats were applied making for some interesting colour combinations on overalls and 
the such even ‘Dotty’ the dog managed to become more dotty. Having gotten the bit between the teeth as they 
say the foot bridge was next attacked and given the same treatment. By June we had bought a new mower and 
were wondering if it could be fitted with balloon tyres so we could cut the bog grass whilst floating, work on the 
inside of the outhouse comprised workbenches wiring and even plumbing as the outhouse had been carefully 
placed on top of the water supply for the seven and a quarter steaming bays. Mums and Toddlers afternoon came 
and went and again a small snippet appeared on ‘You Tube’, the evening do complimented by chicken and chips 
seem to go down pretty well. The Guildford rally was they say a success. A new low voltage power supply has 
been built for the seven and a quarter steaming bays. The ‘Sparky’s’ are still at work on the wiring of the old club 
house and the original container. Public running has been fairly well supported by members; we could have done 
with some more station staff at times and have worked mainly from the collecting boxes as we have not had 
enough staff to man the ticket office. The resurrection of the ‘Halton’ has been an on going project which is 
showing signs of paying off. As winter sets in we have had a visit from the parks department who have taken two 
of the shrubberies to task. During the closed season (sounds like something from the ‘Manor Born’ doesn’t it) we 
hope to finish of the roof to the outhouse to blend in with the main roof that we have now. We can slap ourselves 
on the back with the output of the club in the last year for certain. We have even found time to join in the exhibition 
at Basingstoke and various events at Exbury etc. The Christmas Dinner on the ‘SS Shieldhall’ will be the last 
event of note in 2007 everything starts up again for ‘Frostbite’ on January 1st 2008. Next year will see us getting 
on with the last major part of the ‘outhouse’ project namely the roof and cladding to complete the job. Most of this 
years success has been bourn by a few stalwart members whom, I shall not try to list as it would denigrate their 
efforts if I left someone out. Needless to say that the committee would like to say a very big thank you to all who 
have made the past year as successful as it has been. 

 

Club Regalia 
Anyone requiring a sweat shirt or polo shirt 

Please contact Mollie as another order is to be placed in the near future 
 
We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Fleece jackets a new line which is now on offer, please check with Mollie for prices. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 
Available from Mollie Giles. 
 

Accounts 
 Copies of the accounts are to be available to all members by request. Committee members are to be 
given copies that may be viewed by members free of charge. It has been decided not to circulate accounts at the 
AGM in the usual manner, as has been the case in the past in an effort to reduce costs to the members. The 
treasurer has spent a considerable amount of time in effecting a new method of accounting with our accountant 
which has saved us a not inconsiderable sum of money which we intend to put to better use. 
 

Mac Miles Bits and Bobs 
 Mac has decided to give up his workshop and is having a sale of cutting tools taps dies and all of the 
usual paraphernalia that one collects over the years. He can be contacted on 023 8061 8193. 
We wish Mac all the best for the future 
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Club Stores 

Bill Richards 
Please be reminded that the club holds a small stock of nuts bolts screws in the common model engineering 

sizes. Please contact Bill Richards at the track most Sunday mornings from 10:00am. 

Club Stores 
Size   Item   Price 
2BA X1”  Hex Bolts  £3.25 
2BA    Nuts   £0.70 
4BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £3.00 
4BA    Csk Bolts  £1.30 
4BA   Nuts   £0.85 
5BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £3.70 
5BA X½”  Csk Bolts  £1.40 
5BA   Nuts   £0.85 
6BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £2.20 
6BA X½”  Csk Bolts  £1.30 
6BA    Nuts   £0.85 
7BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £3.22 
7BA   Nuts   £1.10 
8BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £4.25 
8BA X½”  Csk Bolts  £1.50 
8BA   Nuts   £0.65 
10BA X½”  Hex Bolts  £1.95 
10BA   Nuts   £1.30 
1/8” x 3/4"  Rivets   £0.40 

                                                1/16”           Gland Packing         £0.38 
1/4”   S/S Ball  £0.15 
3/16”   S/S Ball  £0.12 
1/8”   S/S Ball  £0.10 

Silver Solder1/16” Per Stick  £1.30 
 

 
 

I found this one on the NET 
Getting older has its drawbacks, but I guess there aren’t too many good alternatives.  Whenever you see a 
gathering of seniors, it is an even bet they are talking about everything that is wrong with them.  You know, the 
usual, memory, urinary, knees, eyesight, etc., etc.  Well, I am a senior and I absolutely refuse to discuss these 
issues with everyone else.  If I have a problem, I find a solution.  It is not always the solution that I like, but I 
handle it the best way I know and I don’t discuss it with every person I see in the street that is past 65.  With this 
in mind, I bought myself a new scooter.  I wanted something that was easy on the gas and could zip me to the 
store and about town.  This seems to meet my every need.  I LOVE IT!! 
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Possible developments at Bitterne Park 

Paul Clarke 
 

 I have recently found a web site called Bitterne Park info which has lots of information on the area that we 
are situated in. Whilst reading about the new Tesco express built on the old Shell petrol station site and other 
matters, I came across these other snippets.  
 Councillor Peter Ballie was reported in August to be “vigorously trying to find funding to get the play areas 
Riverside Park deserves.” It was noted that there was strong local concern about the age and condition of the 
equipment in Riverside Park’s two  play areas, and that a petition had been recently launched to draw attention to 
the problem. It is a shame that no one to my knowledge came to us for support in this matter I wonder why. 
 In October there is an about the possibility of an outside company running a mini pitch’s set up much the 
same as the one in Millbrook. It would seem that this development would be at the other end of the park in the 
area now used as tennis courts. Less than one week later another article featuring councillor Phil Williams states 
the city council approved a £300,000 investment in improvements in five parks and open spaces around the city. 
Weston shore, Portswood Park, Riverside Park and the Southampton Common has been allocated £110,000 for 
improvements to be made to the main gateway features and park furniture including seats, bins, signs and fences. 
These funds would seem to have come from an attempt to get lottery funding as part of a program called “Parks 
for People” This is all part of the cities “Green Space Strategy” which is currently being prepared. 
 November sees an article that would incorporate the fenced off area just up from the track at the rear of 
the infant and junior school being permanently fenced off for school use only. To the best of my knowledge again 
we have been missed out of the consultation loop.  
 Moving on from these articles they have a web hosting service which I shall investigate it may also be a 
useful advertising area for us.  
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Southampton Society of  

Model Engineers Ltd 

OPEN WEEKEND 

19 th / 
15 

th April 

200
7   We cordially invite you on the above date to enjoy our hospitality 

Complementary food for our guests will be available 

All engines wishing to steam will of course require boiler certificates  

Southampton Society of  

Model Engineers Ltd 

OPEN WEEKEND 
th /20 

15
15 

th 

2008 

  

 
  

 

At our RIVERSIDE PARK track site 

 7¼” ground level 1056 ft 
5” & 3½” raised track 1056 ft 

Continuous runs of approximately 2 miles on tarmac paths 
Road Traction Engines will require RTA insurance cover as well as 

boiler certificates 
NEW Email ADDRESS 

For any other info email (southampton.me@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 
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I can claim that I never came up with this, so if the ladies want to slice someone up please make contact with the 
Maidstone MES newsletter editor and take it up with her. 
 
CASH WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURES 
The Bank is very pleased to inform you that we are installing new “Drive-Through" cash point machines  
where our customers will be able to withdraw cash without leaving their vehicles. To enable our customers 
to make full use of these new facilities, we have conducted intensive behavioural studies to come up with 
appropriate procedures for their use. Please read the procedures that apply to you and remember them: 
PROCEDURES FOR OUR MALE CUSTOMERS: 
1. Drive up to the cash machine. 
2. Wind down your car window. 
3. Insert card into machine and enter PIN. 
4. Enter amount of cash required and withdraw. 
5. Retrieve card, cash and receipt. 
6. Wind up window. 
7. Drive off. 
PROCEDURES FOR OUR FEMALE CUSTOMERS: 
1. Drive up to cash machine. 
2. Reverse back the required distance to align car window with cash machine. 
3. Re-start the stalled engine. 
4. Wind down the window. 
5. Find handbag, remove all contents onto passenger seat to locate card. 
6. Turn the radio down. 
7. Attempt to insert card into machine. 
8. Open car door to allow easier access to cash machine due to its excessive distance from the car. 
9. Insert card. 
10. After "Invalid Card" is displayed - Remove the shop charge card and insert correct cash point card 
11. Remove cash point Card 
12. Re-insert cash point card the right way up. 
13. Re-enter handbag to find diary with your PIN written on the inside back page. 
14. Enter PIN. 
15. Press "Cancel" and re-enter correct PIN. 
16. Enter amount of cash required. 
17. Check make-up in rear view mirror. 
18. Retrieve cash and receipt. 
19. Empty handbag again to locate purse and place cash inside. 
20. Place receipt in back of cheque book. 
21. Re-check make-up. 
22. Drive forward 2 meters. 
23. Reverse back to cash machine. 
24. Retrieve card. 
25. Re-empty hand bag, locate card holder, and place card into the slot provided. 
26. Restart stalled engine and pull off. 
27. Drive for 2 to 3 miles. 
28. Release hand brake. 
 
 
 

Child Protection Policy/Statement 
 During recent months your committee has been debating the thorny issue of child protection and it’s 
relevance to our operation both at the track and any other of our activities. We have decided to draw up a 
document that will be of guidance to all members. As a present we would seem not to have to comply with the 
stricter set of rules set down for care homes schools etc. It would also seem a present that we need not go down 
the road of ‘Criminal Records Bureau ‘checks. However we will have to show that we have addressed the 
possibility of a problem. This is the same as the safety audit that we carry out each year to try and avoid accidents 
that are said to be ‘waiting to happen’. 

We intend on not being the last to hear of any developments on this front if at all possible, so if you hear 
or see anything that you think may of interest on this subject please let a member of the committee know. 
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Map of Location of CIU Club and Riverside Park Track Site 
 
 
 
 
                                              M27 Junction 5 
 
 
                                                                                    Site of C.I.U. Club and Riverside track 
                                                                                                   SO18 1NQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Electric Open Weekend’ 2008 
The ‘Electric’ train boy’s have suggested that they have an open weekend of their own so I a wait the date they 
have chosen and will publish it in the next newsletter. If any member thinks of another event that we may be able 
to run let us know. The ‘no trains’ day fell by the wayside due to lack of time to arrange it properly having said that 
the whole idea was to have a non arranged day as much as possible with no parades etc, just steam up and go. 
Members are reminded that we have permission to run in the park on any Sunday so if you fancy a bit of steam 
that you have to steer instead of being stuck on a track give it a go. 
 
 
It only leaves me to wish all members and fellow model engineers and as Fred Dibnah called himself Back Street 
Mechanics a. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to you all 

 
 
Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
Westhouse Cottage,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Southhill, Droxford,  Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO32 3PB   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 
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